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4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register

__removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: X

Public — Local

Public — State

Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District X

Site

Structure

Object
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
5 1 buildings
0 0 sites
3 1 structures
0 0 objects
8 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION: Industrial Storage

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
_COMMERCE: Warehouse
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
OTHER: Industrial Vernacular

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: METAL, WOOD, CONCRETE, BRICK

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex is an industrial complex located at 946
Newgass Street in Danville, Virginia. The 31.7-acre parcel contains industrial warehouse buildings
and a small number of support structures. The property which comprises the district was developed
in 1936 as a tobacco storage facility for the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company, an important player in
Danville’s tobacco economy. Its warehouses represent the evolution of tobacco storage in Virginia
during the early to mid-twentieth century from multi-story “vertical-type” warehouse buildings
with integrated storage and processing to multiple large, “horizontal-type” one-story storage
buildings feeding separate production facilities. These modern horizontal type buildings facilitated
more abundant and readily available storage for large-scale production while minimizing cost and
risk of fire. The Lorillard Company storage warehouses were built as the “open” horizontal-type
buildings prevalent during the early twentieth century and then later adapted to the “closed” type
building more common in the mid-to-late-twentieth century. Of the resources within the nominated
parcel, there are five contributing buildings (five rows of warehouses), three contributing
structures (a water tower, well, and a drainage cover), one non-contributing building (an office),
and one non-contributing structure (culvert).
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Narrative Description

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex occupies a roughly triangular-shaped
site composed of a single property in Danville, Virginia. The parcel, identified as 946 Newgass
Street, is situated to the south and west of the Dan River and to the southeast of downtown
Danville. The site is bounded generally to the west by the Southern Railroad corridor and Industrial
Avenue, to the east by Goodyear Boulevard, and to the south by wooded land along Jackson
Branch. An adjacent industrial complex that historically functioned as a separately owned and
operated tobacco storage facility is situated between the complex and Goodyear Boulevard on the
east. To the north, Newgass Street extends west from Goodyear Boulevard and terminates at the
Lorillard parcel.

The site of the complex is a grassy area with a slight rise in elevation to the south and west. The
parcel is enclosed by a non-historic chain link fence and is accessed by a driveway leading from
the end of Newgass Street. From this point, one branch of the driveway continues westward along
the northwestern edge of the lot and loops around Warehouse 4.! A second branch of the driveway
leads from the end of Newgass Street and continues southward between Warehouses 1 and 2 and
Warehouse 3. This second driveway loops around Warehouse 1.

The complex consists of an office building, five rectangular warehouse buildings, and a water
tower. The office building is located at the northern corner of the lot, north of the driveway and
opposite the warehouses and water tower. The five warehouses, each containing multiple, divided
storage blocks, are laid out in two groups. The three original, 1936, warehouses are situated in a
roughly north-south alignment in the eastern section of the parcel while the two 1939 warehouses
are situated in a roughly east-west alignment in the western portion of the lot. Four of the
warehouses consist of four storage blocks separated by brick fire walls; the centered warehouse,
Warehouse 3, has seven storage blocks as the original 1936 building was enlarged in 1939 with
three additional blocks. The water tower is located near the north central area of the parcel between
the eastern and western sections of warehouses. With the slight change in elevation west of
Warehouse 3, there are the remains of a small concrete culvert as well as a drainage cover west of
the building; a brick well is south of that same building. Fire hydrants are located near the buildings
throughout the property.

The largest building in the Lorillard Complex, Warehouse 3, measures 925 feet in length and
157,000 square feet in area, divided into seven equal sections by brick firewalls. The other four
warehouses are 530 feet in length, divided into four equal sections. The standard width of each of
the warehouses is 170 feet.

! The warehouse numbering in this nomination is nonhistoric and has been assigned as such by the authors.
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Architectural Analysis

The initial construction of the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex took place in
1936 with three warehouses. They were followed in 1939 with the addition of two more
warehouses and an enlargement of one of the original buildings. The location of the complex took
advantage of existing rail transportation with the presence of the Southern Railroad line and of
burgeoning truck transportation; the front of each block of each warehouse features a loading dock.
Additionally, while utilitarian in function and design, the buildings demonstrate advances in
tobacco storage practices during the early to mid-twentieth century as focus shifted from pipe
tobacco and cigar production to cigarette production throughout the United States.

The six main buildings and one main structure within the Lorillard Company complex are
vernacular and industrial in design with little embellishment but are similar to other contemporary
examples throughout the region. There is little variation among the primary buildings. The five
tobacco warehouses (VDHR #108-6186-0002/0007) are constructed of wood frames clad with
corrugated steel siding atop poured concrete foundations. Shallow-pitched side-gable roofs, with
skylights and vents, cover each building. The most striking visual component of each warehouse
are the tall, brick firewalls that divide each into multiple blocks of open storage space and pierce
the roofs. With their utilitarian design and function, there is no formal entrance to the buildings.
There are two entrances into each individual storage block, one on the front and rear of the
warehouses. Those on the front of the warehouses feature a concrete loading dock, either with a
ramp or steps, and some entrances are protected by metal awnings. The only other fenestration on
the walls are louvered vents. The metal water tower (VHDR #108-6186-0007) was built between
Warehouses 3 and 4 between 1939 and 1951. An office building (VDHR #108-6186-0001) was
constructed at the location of a former garage in 1977. The complex remains largely unaltered
since 1977. The facility remained in use by tobacco companies until 2019. Though no longer used
to store tobacco, the open spaces continue to be used for storage.

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex was built according to design standards
utilized by other tobacco companies at the time and reflects trends in the evolution of tobacco
storage throughout the twentieth century. An early twenty-first century study conducted as part of
a National Register Multiple Property Documentation (MPD) categorizes tobacco warehouses
throughout Richmond, Virginia, although it can be applied to the region more broadly. Although
that effort did not specifically include warehouses in Danville, the designs and context are similar,
and many of the companies that built and operated them had a presence throughout the region, and
therefore the same registration criteria can be applied.

The tobacco warehouses within the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex include
one property type as defined by the Tobacco Warehouses in Richmond, 1874-1963 Multiple
Property Listing. The storage warehouses are representative of the “Modern Horizontally-
Arranged Warehouse Facilities” property type. Within this type, the warehouses were originally
built as the earlier “open” sub-types but were adapted in 1974 into the later “closed” sub-type.

Section 7 page 6



United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA
Name of Property County and State
As defined by the MPD:

The Modern Horizontally-Arranged Warehouse Facilities were usually a single tall
story in height, eliminating the need for elevators and the resulting extra personnel
necessitated by all of the additional handling... Their enormous capacity and ease
of access are the essential characteristics of their design. The buildings are
constructed with sawn timber framing. Interior spaces are open and utilitarian in
nature, constructed to allow flexibility for moving and storage of the large
hogsheads (barrels) of tobacco kept in the warehouses. Typically, the floors were
elevated and consisted of soil covered by 4-6 inches of cinders, with concrete aisles.
The buildings usually have roofs that are tar and gravel; sometimes these roofs are
punctuated by large skylights which light the interior. The buildings had electric
lighting from the beginning, but it was minimal, and the skylights were the main
source of light. The warehouses were usually designed in sets or multiples and
constructed with brick firewalls separating the individual warehouses. The
buildings were originally clad in either wood or galvanized metal that possessed
louvers, to allow air circulation within the warehouses.

The storage warehouses at the Lorillard Company Complex were originally constructed with the
typical characteristics of this type. The interiors of each of the multiple, one-story warehouse
buildings consisted of unfinished, open spaces. All of the buildings also originally had skylights
that pierced the low-pitch tar and gravel roofs; some of these skylights have since been covered.
The exteriors of the buildings originally had louvered walls to allow for passive ventilation. This
form of ventilation proved to be a detriment to the product the buildings were protecting, and they
were later altered. According to the MPD:

Due to the ventilation properties of these warehouses, tobacco beetles, which are
insects that are drawn to tobacco, were able to infiltrate the hogshead of stored
tobacco, destroying the product, as well as creating a significant monetary loss. In
order to extinguish the tobacco beetles, many of the open warechouses were
converted into “closed” warehouses or fumitoriums. The warehouses were re-
skinned with flat-seamed sheet metal or steel “R”—panels. Metal skins can be
gasketed and covered with impermeable coatings which reduce the majority of
preparation necessary to control gases in these warehouse fumitoriums, therefore
accomplishing its function without interruption or posing a real danger out of doors.

In 1974, the Lorillard Company carried out a large renovation project on the property during which
the louvered walls of the warehouses were replaced by metal panels to allow for fumigation inside
of the buildings. Other renovations made to the warehouses over time include the replacement of
the original roofing material, likely tar and gravel, as necessary with materials in kind or with
modern TPO roofing systems.
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Inventory

The following inventory identifies the buildings and structures within the property. The
contributing status of each is based on the function and use in support of Criterion A as well as its
design and style in support of Criterion C according to the context and significance. For the
purposes of the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex, the period of significance
extends to 1974 at the time of alteration to the exterior walls of the warehouses from an open-type
system to a closed-type system, which is considered a significant event.

Warehouse 1 108-6186-0002 Other DHR Id#:
Primary Resource: Warehouse (Building), Stories 1, Style: No discernible style, 1936
Contributing Total: 1

Constructed in 1936, the warehouse has a rectangular form. It rests atop an exposed, continuous,
poured concrete foundation. The wood frame structural system is clad with corrugated metal and
is divided into four blocks by three interior, brick firewalls capped by metal or terracotta coping.
On the east elevation, the fire suppression system is housed in two small, brick blocks that are
situated along the exterior of the firewalls. Four evenly spaced large metal doors lead into the
building on the front and rear elevations. Each door is flanked by a louvered vent on both sides
and concrete ramps access doors on the east elevation. A metal awning covers the southernmost
entrance on the east elevation. The warehouse is topped by a shallow-pitched side-gable roof. In
line with the doors, small vents and three skylights are evenly spaced along the roof to provide
light into the central aisles of each block. The interior is primarily unfinished with the structural
elements exposed. Each bay is a single open space interrupted by the grid of wood support posts.
These posts sit on a poured concrete floor and support the timber framing system of the roof
structure. Some posts have been replaced by metal columns as necessary. Suspended from the
framing is a system of fire suppression piping. Aside from the brick firewalls, the interior walls
are clad with grids of plywood.

Warehouse 2 108-6186-0003 Other DHR Id#:
Primary Resource: Warehouse (Building), Stories 1, Style: No discernible style, 1936
Contributing Total: 1

Constructed in 1936, the warehouse has a rectangular form. It rests atop an exposed, continuous,
poured concrete foundation. The wood frame structural system is clad with corrugated metal and
is divided into four blocks by three interior, brick firewalls capped by metal or terracotta coping.
On the west elevation, the fire suppression system is housed in two small, brick blocks that are
situated along the exterior of the firewalls. Four evenly spaced large metal sliding doors lead into
the building on the front and rear elevations. Each door is flanked by a louvered vent on both sides
and concrete ramps access doors on the west elevation. Metal awnings cover the entrances on the
west elevation. The warehouse is topped by a shallow-pitched side-gable roof. In line with the
doors, small vents and three skylights, now covered, are evenly spaced along the roof to provide
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light into the central aisles of each block. The interior is primarily unfinished with the structural
elements exposed. Each bay is a single open space interrupted by the grid of wood support posts.
These posts sit on a poured concrete floor and support the timber framing system of the roof
structure. Suspended from the framing is a system of fire suppression piping. Aside from the brick
firewalls, the interior walls are clad with grids of plywood.

Warehouse 3 108-6186-0004 Other DHR Id#:
Primary Resource: Warehouse (Building), Stories 1, Style: No discernible style, Ca
1936

Contributing Total: 1

The building was constructed in 1936; three additional blocks were added onto the building in
1939. The warehouse has a rectangular form and rests atop an exposed, continuous, poured
concrete foundation. The wood frame structural system is clad with corrugated metal and is divided
into seven blocks by six interior, brick firewalls capped by metal or terracotta coping. On the east
elevation, the fire suppression system is housed in four small, brick blocks that are situated along
the exterior of the firewalls. Seven evenly spaced large metal sliding doors lead into the building
on the front and rear elevations. Each door is flanked by a louvered vent on both sides and concrete
ramps access doors on the east elevation. Metal awnings cover the entrances on the west elevation.
The warehouse is topped by a shallow-pitched side-gable roof. In line with the doors, small vents
and three skylights, some of which are covered, are evenly spaced along the roof to provide light
into the central aisles of each block. The interior is primarily unfinished with the structural
elements exposed. Each bay is a single open space interrupted by the grid of wood support posts.
These posts sit on a poured concrete floor and support the timber framing system of the roof
structure. Suspended from the framing is a system of fire suppression piping. Aside from the brick
firewalls, the interior walls are clad with grids of plywood.

Secondary Resource : Culvert (Structure) Non-contributing 7otal: 1
Secondary Resource : Drainage Cover (Structure) Contributing Total: 1
Secondary Resource : Well (Structure) Contributing Total: 1
Warehouse 4 108-6186-0005 Other DHR Id#:

Primary Resource: Warehouse (Building), Stories 1, Style: No discernible style, 1939
Contributing Total: 1

Constructed in 1939, the warehouse has a rectangular form. It rests atop an exposed, continuous,
poured concrete foundation. The wood frame structural system is clad with corrugated metal and
is divided into four blocks by three interior brick firewalls capped by metal or terracotta coping.
On the north elevation, the fire suppression system is housed in two small, brick blocks that are
situated along the exterior of the firewalls. Four evenly spaced large metal sliding doors lead into
the building on the front and rear elevations. Each door is flanked by a louvered vent on both sides
and concrete ramps access doors on the north elevation. Metal awnings protect two of the entrances
on the north elevation. The warehouse is topped by a shallow-pitched side-gable roof. In line with
the doors, small vents and three skylights are evenly spaced along the roof to provide light into the
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central aisles of each block. The interior is primarily unfinished with the structural elements
exposed. Each bay is a single open space interrupted by the grid of wood support posts. These
posts sit on a poured concrete floor and support the timber framing system of the roof structure.
Suspended from the framing is a system of fire suppression piping. Aside from the brick firewalls,
the interior walls are clad with grids of plywood.

Warehouse 5 108-6186-0006 Other DHR Id#:
Primary Resource: Warehouse (Building), Stories 1, Style: No discernible style, 1939
Contributing Total: 1

Constructed in 1939, the warehouse has a rectangular form. It rests atop an exposed, continuous,
poured concrete foundation. The wood frame structural system is clad with corrugated metal and
is divided into four blocks by three interior, brick firewalls capped by metal or terracotta coping.
On the north elevation, the fire suppression system is housed in two small, brick blocks that are
situated along the exterior of the firewalls. Four evenly spaced metal doors lead into the building
on the front and rear elevations. Each door is flanked by a louvered vent on both sides and concrete
steps and landings access doors on the north elevation. The warehouse is topped by a shallow-
pitched side-gable roof. In line with the doors, three skylights are evenly spaced along the roof to
provide light into the central aisles of each block. The interior is primarily unfinished with the
structural elements exposed. Each bay is a single open space interrupted by the grid of wood
support posts. These posts sit on a poured concrete floor and support the timber framing system of
the roof structure. Suspended from the framing is a system of fire suppression piping. Aside from
the brick firewalls, the interior walls are clad with grids of plywood.

Water Tower 108-6186-0007 Other DHR Id#:
Primary Resource: Water Tank/Tower (Structure), Style: No discernible style, Ca
1940

Contributing Total: 1

The water tower was constructed between 1936 and 1951, according to historic maps. The
structure has a classic form of a hemispherical-bottom elevated tank supported by four post trestle
towers composed of lattice channels. The riser pipe enters the bottom of the tank and the tank is
capped by a conical roof. A railing runs along the base of the tank and is accessed by a steel ladder.

Office Building 108-6186-0001 Other DHR Id#:
Primary Resource: Office/Office Building (Building), Stories 1, Style: No discernible
style, 1977

Non-contributing Total: 1
This is a one-story, seven-bay building built in 1977. The structure is clad in vertical wood boards
and is covered by a side-gable roof, covered with standing-seam metal. It has two one-over-one,
double-hung sash windows on the western fagade. The remaining bays consist of a vehicular bay
with a garage door and paired and single partially glazed pedestrian entrances.
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Integrity Statement

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Retention of the organizational layout
of the warehouses demonstrates continuity over time, which is also evidenced by continued usage
of the buildings for storage other than tobacco. The historic spatial relationships among the
complex’s warehouses have been preserved. The buildings’ original construction materials and
utilitarian character have been retained. Although the original horizontally arranged open-storage
warehouses were altered in 1974 to become closed, this alteration was also significant. The
Lorillard Company reacted similarly to other tobacco companies in the region by modifying the
horizontal warehouses to a closed storage system, therefore the integrity of the complex with this
alteration remains in place. Five criteria have been identified to help assess the physical integrity
of such warehouse facilities. The Lorillard warehouses have a high level of integrity due to their
retention of (1) metal cladding, (2) wood frame or metal-wrapped industrial doors, (3) roofs not
visible from the street, (4) character-defining skylights, and (5) interior open work areas with
simple finishes. Therefore, the Lorillard warechouses meet National Register requirements for
physical integrity. Contributing resources retain physical characteristics that convey a sense of
their historic use and design.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

X | A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
_INDUSTRY

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
_1936-1974

Significant Dates
1936, 1939

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Lee, Ballou & Van der Voort
_C.M. Weber

B.L. Anderson & Son
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex was constructed in 1936 and 1939 by
the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company, one of the oldest tobacco companies in the United States.
During the early twentieth century, the Lorillard Company entered the market in Danville,
Virginia. The company continued to increase its presence in the region through the mid-twentieth
century. By the 1990s, however, the Lorillard Company began to lose its influence in the region
as it faced increasing pressure over the negative health effects of smoking. Nonetheless, the
company played an important role in the development of modern cigarette manufacturing and
tobacco storage practices. As a result, the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex is
directly associated with the history of the tobacco industry in Danville during the twentieth century
and is significant under Criterion A (Industry).

The storage warchouses that cover the majority of the district are representative of the “Modern
Horizontally-Arranged Warehouse Facilities” property type. Within this type, the warehouses
were originally built as the earlier “open” sub-types but were adapted in 1974 into the later
“closed” sub-type. As such, the resource is also significant under Criterion C (Architecture) for its
representation of state-wide changes in tobacco storage warehouse design during that same period.
The period of significance for the Lorillard Company Warehouse Complex extends from its initial
construction in 1936 to conversion of the warehouses from an “open” system to a “closed” system
of structures in 1974.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

Criteria A and C: Industry and Architecture

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex is associated with the industrial history
of Danville, Virginia during the early twentieth century. The tobacco warehousing industry served
as a dominant economic engine for the city, particularly since the 1870s. As one of the largest
tobacco companies in the region, the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company played an important role in
the evolution of the tobacco industry during the early twentieth century. At the time of its
construction in 1936 and 1939, the Lorillard tobacco storage facility marked the transition from
early tobacco storage practices to modern storage practices, which coincided with the rise of
cigarette manufacturing and the threat of tobacco insects during the early twentieth century. Like
other major tobacco companies within Danville and throughout the nation, Lorillard responded to
changes in the industry in the early twentieth century.

Spurred by the beginning of cigarette production near the end of the nineteenth century and
growing popularity of the product during World War I, the Lorillard Company produced its first
cigarette, Old Golds, in 1926. By the following year the company was distributing it to every town
across the nation; in order to preserve the product on its way to the customer, Lorillard began using
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a “double jacket” of cellophane in 1937.? To adjust to the newfound, increased demand for tobacco
due to cigarettes, the Lorillard Company also modified and built new facilities. The Lorillard
Company complex was built according to design standards utilized by other tobacco companies at
the time and reflects trends in the evolution of tobacco storage throughout the twentieth century.

Tobacco warehouses constructed during the late nineteenth century in Virginia were multi-story,
brick buildings that provided enough storage space to fit the needs of older, slower cigarette
machines. Their design also allowed the use of natural light as it was heavily relied upon in the
early days of electricity. These buildings were often constructed in more densely urban areas and
are classified as “vertical” storage facilities. The Lorillard Company had a vertically arranged
facility in Richmond. Examples of these early warehouses in Danville include the Harris Building
(constructed by the American Tobacco Company) and the Industrial Tobacco Company Building.
However, as the demand for cigarettes increased and faster production equipment became
available, tobacco manufacturers had to increase the volume of tobacco produced, which in turn
increased the demand for storage space and a change in layout and design of warehouses.

This led to an influx in construction of facilities that were similar in design and date of construction
to the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex in Danville and classified as “modern
horizontally arranged warehouse facilities.” These tobacco storage facilities built in the early-to-
mid-twentieth century generally consist of large, single story, frame warehouses that were
designed as an alternative to the earlier multi-story warehouses to increase efficiency. Not only
did these structures boast a significantly higher storage capacity, but they also eliminated the need
for elevators and overall required fewer personnel. These facilities were divided into two
categories: “open” and “closed” facilities, with the former generally being built earlier than the
latter. So-called open-storage warehouses had walls of large, louvered panels to allow air flow
inside of the buildings. The single-story buildings were clad in galvanized metal with no insulation,
no interior finishes, and no impermeable weather barriers.?

The shift to large-scale warehousing also meant that tobacco could be stored for multiple years
before being processed which, unfortunately, led to a problem. Between 1937 and 1940, an
outbreak of tobacco moth infestations plagued farmers and tobacco companies in Virginia and
North Carolina. Coupled with the existing threat of tobacco beetles during the 1920s and 1930s,
tobacco companies in Danville such as the Lorillard Company turned to the U.S. government for
aid. During this time, tobacco being stored in warehouses and packhouses, particularly those with
open-storage designs, became infested with insects. If left undisturbed the beetles used the stored
tobacco for shelter, food, and breeding grounds, thereby destroying the product on a massive scale.
After World War II, new developments in the construction and design of tobacco storage
warehouses brought an effective solution to the insect problem.*

To solve the issue, new tobacco storage warehouses were constructed with solid exterior walls to
effectively enclose and seal the interiors. Over time, older open-type storage warehouses were

2 Maxwell Fox, The Lorillard Story (1947), 43; P. Lorillard 1960.
3 Green 2013, 5
4 Green 2013, 5.
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renovated to remove or seal the exterior louvers. The enclosure of the tobacco warehouses was
intended to increase the effectiveness of fumigation and to keep insects out. As a result, most
tobacco storage warehouses in the region, including the Lorillard Company warehouses were built
or renovated to “closed type” warehouses after the mid-twentieth century. The altered design of
the buildings marks an important transition in tobacco storage practices during the early-to-mid-
twentieth century.

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex in Danville is an example of modern,
horizontally arranged warehouses built in the region prior to the outbreaks of the tobacco moths
and beetles. Given that the company also had facilities in the City of Richmond, the Lorillard
Company was already familiar with the new horizontally arranged warehouses. There, the
company was among many that leased space from the horizontally arranged Chesapeake
Warehouses as early as 1929, when that complex was constructed.’ It appears that the Lorillard
Company used this familiarity of warehouses and knowledge of Richmond architects in its
Danville operations. At the time of their construction in 1936 and 1939, the buildings were
classified as open-storage warehouses. Though grainy, a newspaper featured a bird’s eye view of
the warehouses in 1960 featuring the louvered panels (Figure 1).

‘ o : 5 ¥ T NN .
Figure 1: Birds Eye view of the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex in 1960. (Source:
Danville Register and Bee)

5 Bryan Clark Green, “The Chesapeake Warehouses,” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, April
29,2013.
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The Lorillard Company was slightly delayed in addressing the issue brought forth by the open
storage, perhaps due to the construction of its new plant around 1960. However, in 1974, changes
were made to the facility. B.L. Anderson & Son was contracted to remove the large exterior
louvered panels and reclad all of the warehouses with solid panels of corrugated sheet metal
thereby allowing a more thorough fumigation of the structures.® Since that transition, the buildings
can now be typified as closed-storage warechouses. The change from an open to closed storage
system at the Lorillard facility demonstrates the decline of open-type storage warehousing and the
design changes to tobacco storage in response to the rise of the tobacco beetle and tobacco moths
in the mid-twentieth century.

In addition to the type of enclosure, open versus closed, the buildings also exhibit the six main
features of modern, horizontally arranged warehouse facilities as previously defined by the
Tobacco Warehouses in Richmond, Virginia, 1874-1963 Multiple Property Documentation Form
(NRHP 64501191). The Lorillard warehouses are (1) one story in height to eliminate the need for
elevators, (2) have a large footprint to allow for “enormous capacity and ease of access, (3) have
sawn timber framing, (4) have open interior spaces, (5) have central, concrete aisles leading from
front and rear loading doors, and (6) have skylights to reduce need for electric lights.

Historical Background

Throughout nineteenth century America, most tobacco was produced and sold at a local scale by
independent producers. Towards the end of the century, however, large tobacco companies began
emerging as producers that became increasingly concerned with the need for quality control,
recognizing a need to offer nationwide consumers a standardized product or “blend.” A blend was
a combination of different types of tobacco leaf and fillers that created a particular flavor profile
and each of the major companies offered their own unique collection of products. While cigarettes
were in use in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, their usage was largely confined to
immigrants, young people, and upper-class women. Initially, far more popular delivery methods
of the newly standardized blends included cigars, pipe tobacco, and chewing tobacco. Cigarettes,
however, rapidly gained popularity after the end of World War 1, in large part due to increasing
social acceptance of women smoking in public.

With this increase in popularity, hundreds of new brands from each of the major tobacco
companies emerged. Aggressive advertising campaigns directed at a national audience created a
demand that only mass production via high-speed automation would be able to keep up with. This
was accomplished with the use of the cigarette rolling machine, which had been introduced in 1880
by James A. Bonsack. By 1930, the largest four tobacco companies — American Tobacco
Company, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company, Liggett & Myers Tobacco Company, and P. Lorillard
Tobacco Company — were producing 90 percent of the cigarettes on the market with little
competition from independent producers. Among the key locations for the tobacco industry was
Danville, Virginia.

¢ “Building Permit for $52,500 Issued Lorillard,” Danville Register and Bee, June 22, 1974.
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Tobacco Industry in Danville and the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company

Located in the Piedmont region of Virginia, Danville’s history has been tied to tobacco since the
city’s formation in 1793. The city was originally the site of a tobacco inspection warechouse along
the Dan River in the late eighteenth century. Improvements in transportation during the early
nineteenth century and the successful growth of the product in the region further cemented
Danville’s role as a major center for tobacco production. During the Civil War, the city’s focus on
tobacco storage grew when tobacco holdings in Richmond were moved to Danville for
safekeeping. The largest period of growth for the city’s tobacco industry occurred during the
1870s, at which time plug and twist tobacco manufacturing emerged. Between the 1870s and
1890s, Danville experienced a rapid period of industrialization; tobacco and textile manufacturing
served as the city’s main engines.’

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company began with Pierre Lorillard opening a manufactory in New
York City in 1760. Like many independent producers, the success of the company led to its
absorption into the American Tobacco Company in the 1890s, though Lorillard maintained its
corporate identity.® Just as Lorillard merged with American Tobacco Company, it, and another
large company, R.J. Reynolds, came to Danville. When the American Tobacco Company was
forced to dissolve its interests in 1911 due to monopolistic practices, three companies emerged:
the American Tobacco Company, Liggett & Myers Tobacco Company, and the P. Lorillard
Tobacco Company.’ Lorillard took back its former manufacturing properties and took over part of
American Tobacco’s Danville properties, including a large cigar factory and storage warchouses.

As cigarette usage increased in the United States during the early twentieth century, Lorillard
moved into the realm and introduced its first blended cigarette, Old Gold, in 1926. The company
established a research facility in 1929 to further grow in the field of cigarettes.!? In 1935, Lorillard
introduced their Double-Mellow Old Golds, which may have prompted an expansion of its
facilities.!!

An important type of facility necessary for growth were tobacco warehouses, which were used to
age tobacco before processing.'? Between 1920 and 1935, the Lorillard Company stored its
tobacco in the industrial heart of the city. The design of Lorillard’s turn-of-the-century buildings
in Danville coincided with that of other tobacco-related buildings located in the city at that time.
These early buildings were of a much different design than the 1930s Lorillard tobacco storage
warehouses (the subject of this nomination). Similar to other industrial buildings of the early
twentieth century, the original Lorillard buildings were multi-story, brick buildings with a

7 Frederick F. Siegel, The Roots of Southern Distinctiveness: Tobacco and Society in Danville Virginia 1780-1865.
(Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina, 1987).

8 P. Lorillard and Company, Lorillard and Tobacco: 200" Anniversary P. Lorillard Company 1760-1960. (New
York, 1960).

? “Reorganization Plan,” Danville Register and Bee, November 30, 1911.

0P, Lorillard and Company, 1960.

1 <A1l America Thrill Double-Mellow Old Gold,” The Bee (Danville), January 6, 1936.

12 Bryan Clark Green, “Tobacco Warehouses in Richmond, Virginia, 1874-1963,” National Register of Historic
Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, June 28, 2013, 3.
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moderate level of ornamentation, which enhanced the aesthetics of the industrial core of Danville.
Elevators were used to transport tobacco between floors in what has come to be known as the
“vertical warchouse” model.

However, by the 1930s, a new form of tobacco storage warehouses emerged to keep up with
evolving industry standards. The use of single-story, “horizontal warechouses” rather than multi-
story warehouses allowed tobacco to be moved easier and faster. This change was prompted by
the development of new cigarette machinery which increased the rate of production exponentially.
Operators of the Lorillard Company facility in Danville sought to expand outside of the city’s
industrial center in order to keep up with demand. The larger tracts of land outside of downtown
Danville provided ample space to accommodate the large, sprawling warehouses.

In August of 1936, the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company purchased three tracts of land, totaling more
than thirty acres, from the Jefferson Avenue Improvement Company, Inc., Amos and Estelle
Hughes, and W. Dudley Overbey.!* At least part of this land had formerly housed Danville’s
fairgrounds. Construction of a new tobacco storage facility, which would be large enough to house
thirty million pounds of tobacco, began the same year. '

The site that the Lorillard Company selected for its new storage facility was located to the south
of the city. The core of Danville’s late nineteenth and early twentieth century tobacco industry was
centered on what is now the Danville Tobacco Warehouse and Residential District (VDHR #108-
0058) with tobacco related buildings along the river and rail line near the center of the city. Though
the Lorillard Company complex is located outside of this district, the company clearly considered
its location before purchasing the land. The complex was situated along the rail line, just south of
the district and near workers housing. !°

In order to gain access to the facility and secure its safety, the company came to an agreement with
the City of Danville. City officials agreed to extend streets to the area and provide a water line to
the property.!® The city viewed Lorillard’s expansion as a portent to the company’s broadening of
activities in the area and with optimism for Danville’s economic future. In the early 1930s,
Danville worked towards strengthening and expanding its tobacco market.!” Lorillard’s expansion
was seen as a “highly significant development in the history of the Danville market” with the hopes

13 City of Danville Deed Book 167:179, Jefferson Avenue Improvement Company, Inc. to P. Lorillard Company,
Inc., September 1, 1936; Deed Book 167:181, Amos and Estelle Hughes to P. Lorillard Company, Inc., September
1, 1936; Deed Book 167:182, W. Dudley Overbey to P. Lorillard Company, Inc., September 1, 1936.

14 Building Permits Here Expected To Reach Million Dollars in 1936; Lorillard Starts Preliminary Work,” The Bee
(Danville), August 26, 1936.

15 The land southeast of the industrial core of Danville proved advantageous for the storage of tobacco in similar
horizontal warehouses. In addition to the Lorillard Company warehouses, the Virginia Tobacco Company built
warehouses on Monument Street north of Lorillard before 1950; the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Company built
warehouses just east of the complex on Goodyear Boulevard in 1946; and the Dibrell Brothers built warehouses on
Beauregard Street north of the complex between 1951 and 1963. “New Tobacco Storage to Be Built Here; Plans For
A New Warchouse And Renovated Depot Progress,” The Bee (Danville), January 14, 1946.

16 “Building Permits Here,” 1936; “Lorillard to Establish Plant Here to Store Thirty Million Pounds of Tobacco for
Aging,” Danville Register and Bee, June 26, 1936.

17 «“A Broader Base for the Market,” Danville Register and Bee, June 26, 1936.
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that the city might become the “Old Gold” town; at the very least, it would become an “Old Gold”
storage center. '8

The completion of the new Lorillard storage facility coincided with a spike in construction in 1936.
Other tobacco companies also expanded during this time — including new plants for J.M. Edmunds
Co., Inc. and Dibrell Brothers, Inc. — which greatly increased the ability of farmers to get to
companies situated locally rather than sending their tobacco to companies farther out and risking
deterioration of the product.!® At this time, in addition to industrial buildings, the number of
residential buildings — houses and apartments — also increased.?

The Lorillard Company’s warehouses were designed by architects Lee, Ballou, and Van der Voort
of Richmond.?! The firm designed the warehouses as “open type” storage buildings, which
featured large, louvered wall panels that allowed for passive ventilation of the buildings’ interiors.
The use of an open storage system aided in the aging process of tobacco, which remained in storage
for up to two years. In September of 1936, the Lorillard Company hired contractor C.M. Weber to
begin sitework and to oversee construction of the new facilities.?> The Southern Railway also ran
tracks alongside the storage facility to make the process of loading and unloading tobacco easier.
A total of three warehouses were built at a total cost of $140,000.%3

At the time of the storage facility’s construction in 1936, the Lorillard Company had kept future
development of the large parcel in mind. The original warehouses were grouped together to allow
for additional buildings to be added.?* This happened in 1939 when two new buildings were added
to Lorillard’s parcel to increase storage capacity. Once more, C.M. Weber was contracted to do
the work and in March, a fourth warehouse was constructed, which increased the facility’s storage
capacity by 10,000,000 pounds. Rail siding was also added to accommodate freight cars. Then in
September, a fifth warehouse was constructed, and a three-block addition was added to one of the
original 1936 warehouses. The 1939 buildings matched the original warehouses in terms of design
and materials and were “of wood, properly ventilated and with a composition roof.” The two
expansion projects brought the total capacity of the facility to over 50,000,000 pounds of tobacco,
more than the city handled in a single season. The Danville warechouses were among the largest
held by the Lorillard Company.?

18 <L orillard to Establish,” 1936.
19 The Dibrell Brother built a factory, and the J.M. Edmunds Co. built a warehouse, however, unlike the Lorillard

Company’s horizontal warehouses it had two stories. “Farmers Ask For Reforms In Marketing,” The Bee (Danville),
July 20, 1936.

20 «$846,417 Is 1936 Building Permit Total,” The Bee (Danville), January 1, 1937.

21 “Lorillard to Build Block and a Half,” The Bee (Danville), September 3, 1936.

22 «“Weber Gets Contract to Build Big Lorillard Storage Plant; Cost Put at $140,000; Work is Started Today,” The
Bee (Danville), September 2, 1936.

23 “Lorillard to Build Block,” 1936.

24 Ibid.

25 “Lorillard Company Adding New Unit To Vast Storage Here; Brings Total Capacity Up to Forty Million
Pounds,” The Bee (Danville), March 25, 1939.
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The Lorillard Company continued to flourish, becoming one of the nation’s fastest growing
tobacco companies by the late 1950s.2° New developments in tobacco production during the 1960s
led the Lorillard Company to expand in the region once again. The company increased its presence
in Danville with the construction of a new processing and storage facility in 1961 in Danville’s
new industrial district on the north side of the city.?’ Its construction was prompted by the
completion of a new cigarette plant in Greensboro, North Carolina in 1956. Tobacco that had been
processed and stored in Danville could be easily shipped to Lorillard’s nearby cigarette factories,
making the city an ideal location for a new facility. The new processing facility featured state-of-
the-art equipment such as automatic control systems and an advanced fire suppression system. It
could store up to 180 million pounds of tobacco, making the facility one of the largest of its kind.?3
While the warehouses on Newgass Street were made obsolete in terms of machinery and
equipment, Lorillard kept the facility in operation.

Tobacco production for major companies like Lorillard remained steady up until the 1990s, at
which time production declined sharply due to rising health concerns over smoking. In 1991, the
Lorillard facility on Newgass Street was sold to Dibrell Brothers, Inc., another tobacco company
in Danville. Dibrell maintained ownership of the Newgass Street facility until 2019, at which time
it was purchased by Alliance One International. Today, the tobacco industry continues to
contribute to the City of Danville’s economy.

26 «“Lorillard Long Has Set Trends,” The Bee (Danville), September 21, 1960.
27 “Lorillard’s Expansion Hailed Here,” Danville Register and Bee, January 21, 1960.
28 “Lorillard Employs Pioneering Processing Techniques,” The Bee (Danville), November 9, 1961.

Section 8 page 21



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018
P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA
Name of Property County and State

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

“$846,417 Is 1936 Building Permit Total,” The Bee (Danville). January 1, 1937.
WWW.newspapers.com.

Aaron, Larry G. Pittsylvania County, Virginia: A Brief History. Charleston, SC: History Press,
20009.

“All America Thrills Double-Mellow Old Gold,” The Bee (Danville). January 6, 1936.
WWW.newspapers.com.

“A Broader Base for the Market,” Danville Register and Bee. June 26, 1936.
WWW.newspapers.com.

Arnold, Benjamin William. History of the Tobacco Industry in Virginia from 1860 to 1894. New
York: Johnson Reprint Corp., 1973.

“Building Permit For $52,500 Issued Lorillard,” Danville Register and Bee. June 22, 1974.
WWW.newspapers.com.

“Building Permits Here Expected To Reach Million Dollars in 1936; Lorillard Starts Preliminary
Work,” The Bee (Danville). August 26, 1936. www.newspapers.com.

“Carpenter Is Stricken on Lorillard Job.” Danville Bee. November 10, 1936.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“Cigarette Makers Answer FTC Charges.” Danville Bee. April 6, 1950.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

Clement, Maud Carter. The History of Pittsylvania County, Virginia. Lynchburg, VA: J.P. Bell
Company, Inc., 1929.

“Danville’s Building Boom Widens; Lorillard to Build New Big Unit and Herman’s Store Plans
Wing.” Danville Bee. September 11, 1939. www.newspaperarchive.com.

“Danville Plant is to be Built by P. Lorillard.” Richmond Times-Dispatch. June 26, 1936.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“David H. Ball, P. Lorillard Co. President Dies.” Danville Bee. February 5, 1940.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

Sections 9-end page 22


http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA

Name of Property County and State

“Dibrell, Lorillard Cut Deal.” Burlington Times. March 12, 1995. www.newspaperarchive.com.

Dutton & Associates, LLC. “American Tobacco Company, South Richmond Complex.” National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form. February 2016. Manuscript on file at the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

“Expansion Plans Given at Lorillard Ceremony; Human Element Said Decisive Factor in
Location.” Danville Bee. November 9, 1961. www.newspaperarchive.com.

“Farmers Ask For Reforms In Marketing,” The Bee (Danville). July 20, 1936.
WWW.Nnewspapers.com.

Fountain, Clara Garrett. Postcard History Series: Danville Virginia. Charleston, SC: Arcadia
Publishing. 2000.

Fox, Maxwell. The Lorillard Story. 1947. https://tobacco-img.stanford.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/06212401/thelorillardstory.pdf. May 28, 2025.

“Full Text of Radio Talk by Mr. Hugh T. Williams.” February 6, 1950.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“The Giant Tobacco Processors.” Danville Bee. July 4, 1976. www.newpaperarchive.com.

Gohdes-Baten, Betsy. “Greenville, North Carolina Tobacco Warehouse Historic District.”
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. January 30, 1997. Manuscript on file
at the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office.

Green, Bryan Clark. “The Chesapeake Warehouses,” National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form. April 29, 2013.

---. “Tobacco Warehouses in Richmond, Virginia, 1874-1963,” National Register of Historic
Places Multiple Property Documentation Form. June 28, 2013.

Hairston, Lora Beatrice. 4 Brief History of Danville, Virginia, 1728-1954. Richmond, VA: Dietz
Press, 1955.

Historic American Engineering Record. “Danville Tobacco Warehouse and Residential District.”
National Register of Historic Places Inventory — Nomination Form. 1978. Manuscript on file
at the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

Historic American Engineering Record, Kevin Murphy, and Jet Lowe. Tobacco District
Rehabilitation Project, Danville. Danville, Virginia. 1968. Photographs. Accessed January
2022. https://www.loc.gov/item/va0823/.

Sections 9-end page 23


http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
https://tobacco-img.stanford.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/06212401/thelorillardstory.pdf
https://tobacco-img.stanford.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/06212401/thelorillardstory.pdf
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newpaperarchive.com/
https://www.loc.gov/item/va0823/

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA

Name of Property County and State

Kimberly M. Chen & Associates, Inc. “Scott’s Addition Historic District.” National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form. 2005. Manuscript on file at the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources.

“Leaf Firm to Build New Danville Plant.” Richmond Times-Dispatch. March 20, 1964.
www.newsbank.com.

“Leaf Still Stands Tall Across State.” Richmond Times-Dispatch. June 19, 1988.
www.newsbank.com.

“Lorillard to Build Block and a Half,” The Bee (Danville). September 3, 1936.
WWW.newspapers.com.

“Lorillard Builds Automated Plant.” The New York Times. November 11, 1961.

“Lorillard Co. Taking Over A.T. Property,” Danville Bee. April 3, 1930.
wWWww.newspaperarchive.com.

“Lorillard Company Adding New Unit To Vast Storage Here; Brings Total Capacity Up To
Forty Million Pounds,” The Bee (Danville). March 25, 1939. www.newspapers.com.

“Lorillard Employs Pioneering Processing Techniques,” The Bee (Danville). November 9, 1961.
WWW.Newspapers.com.

“Lorillard to Establish Plant Here to Store Thirty Million Pounds of Tobacco for Aging,”
Danville Register and Bee. June 26, 1936. www.newspapers.com.

“Lorillard Hikes Local Facilities for Production.” Danville Bee. May 20, 1970.
www.newspaperarchive.com

“Lorillard Long Has Set Trends,” The Bee (Danville). September 21, 1960.
WWW.NEWSpapers.com.

“Lorillard, Loew’s Vote to Merge.” Richmond Times-Dispatch. November 27, 1968.
www.newsbank.com.

“Lorillard May Move Part of Operations Away.” Danville Bee. March 19, 1946.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“Lorillard Research Center.” Richmond Times-Dispatch. February 20, 1968.
www.newsbank.com.

“Lorillard to Shut Plant, Shift Work to Dibrell.” Richmond Times-Dispatch. March 11, 1995.
www.newsbank.com.

Sections 9-end page 24


http://www.newsbank.com/
http://www.newsbank.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newsbank.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newsbank.com/
http://www.newsbank.com/

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA

Name of Property County and State

“Lorillard to Start Work on New Plant.” Danville Bee. July 11, 1936.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“Lorillard Tobacco Co. After Danville Plant.” Evening Star (Washington, D.C.). March 16,
1930. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress.

“Lorillard Workers Get Wage Increase.” Danville Bee. April 13, 1943.
wWWww.newspaperarchive.com.

“Lorillard’s Expansion Hailed Here,” Danville Register and Bee. January 21, 1960.
WWW.NEeWSspapers.com.

Moody’s Manual of Railroads and Corporation Securities. Volume 2. Moody Manual Company,
1924,

“New Architectural Firm Formed Here With 3 Principals.” Danville Bee. August 8, 1947.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“New Lorillard Plant: $7,000,000 Processing Unit Slated Near Danville, Va.” The New York
Times. January 21, 1960.

“New Lorillard Plant Dedicated in Greensboro.” Danville Bee. October 17, 1956.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“New Tobacco Storage To Be Built Here; Plans For A New Warehouse And Renovated Depot
Progress.” The Bee (Danville). January 14, 1946. www.newspapers.com.

“No Tobacco Trust Exists.” Alexandria Gazette. November 19, 1912. Chronicling America:
Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress.

P. Lorillard and Company. Lorillard and Tobacco: 200" Anniversary P. Lorillard Company
1760 — 1960. New York. 1960.

“P. Lorillard Leaf Workers Form Union.” Danville Bee. September 12, 1942.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“P. Lorillard Workers Get Extra $60,000.” Danville Bee. June 28, 1945.
www.newspaperarchive.com.

“Record Year Reported, Another Forecast by Lorillard Official.” Danville Bee. December 27,
1961. www.newspaperarchive.com.

“Reorganization Plan,” Danville Register and Bee. November 30, 1911. www.newspapers.com.

Sections 9-end page 25


http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA

Name of Property County and State

Sanborn Fire Insurance Company. Maps of Danville Virginia, 1904, 1910, 1915, 1920, 1920-
1951. On file at the Library of Virginia, Richmond.

Siegel, Frederick F. The Roots of Southern Distinctiveness: Tobacco and Society in Danville,
Virginia 1780-1865. Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press. 1987.

Taylor, Robert J., Jr. “Blair Tobacco Storage Warehouse Complex Historic District,” National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form. February 2016. Dutton + Associates.
Manuscript on file, Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

---. “P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex,” Preliminary Information Form (PIF)
for Historic Districts. February 2022. Dutton + Associates. Manuscript on file, Virginia
Department of Historic Resources.

“Tobacco Stock Undamaged in Lorillard Fire.” Danville Bee. October 1, 1942.
wWWww.newspaperarchive.com.

United States Congress, House Committee on Appropriations. Agriculture-Environmental and
Consumer Protection Appropriations. U.S. Government Printing Office, 1946.

United States Department of Agriculture. “Stored-Tobacco Insects: Biology and Control.”
Agriculture Handbook No. 233. October 1962. Accessed January 2022. PDF.

“Weber Gets Contract to Build Big Lorillard Storage Plant; Cost Put At $140,000; Work is
Started Today,” The Bee (Danville). September 2, 1936. www.newspapers.com.

“Where Golden Leaf Rests Awaiting Manufacture,” Danville Register and Bee. September 21,
1960. www.newspapers.com.

White, Lawrence. Merchants of Death: The American Tobacco Industry. New York: Beech Tree,
1988.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_X__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
_____previously listed in the National Register

_____previously determined eligible by the National Register

___designated a National Historic Landmark
____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
____recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #
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P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA

Name of Property County and State

Primary location of additional data:

__x_ State Historic Preservation Office
_____ Other State agency
___ Federal agency
__ Local government
__ University
____ Other
Name of repository: _Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _108-6186

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _31.7 acres__

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 36.574681 Longitude: -79.387313
2. Latitude: 36.576921 Longitude: -79.384220
3. Latitude: 36.576816 Longitude: -79.382957
4. Latitude: 36.572681 Longitude: -79.380694
5. Latitude: 36.574040 Longitude: -79.384812
6. Latitude: 36.573238 Longitude: -79.385389
Or
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):
NAD 1927  or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting: Northing:
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting : Northing:
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P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA

Name of Property County and State

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex occupies a roughly triangular-shaped
site composed of a single parcel in Danville, Virginia. This is 946 Newgass Street (Parcel ID
23340). The lot is situated to the west of the Dan River and to the southeast of the downtown area
of Danville. The site is bounded generally to the west by the Southern Railroad corridor and
Industrial Avenue, to the east by Goodyear Boulevard, and to the south by Jackson Branch. An
adjacent industrial complex that historically functioned as a separate tobacco storage facility is
situated between the complex and Goodyear Boulevard on the east. To the north Newgass Street
extends west from Goodyear Boulevard and terminates at the Lorillard parcel.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The P. Lorillard Tobacco Company purchased the land outside of downtown Danville with an eye
towards expansion and adaptation. The horizontal warechouses on the parcel were used to provide
the company with additional storage space that had easier access with a smaller workforce. The
parcel (Parcel ID 23340) contains the original warehouses and the 1939 warehouse expansion. The
boundaries of this resource are drawn to include the original Lorillard Tobacco Company Complex
property and thus encompass the property’s historic setting as well as all known associated historic
resources.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: _Dara Friedberg, Anna White, and Alison Donnelly

organization: _Dutton + Associates (a Timmons Group company)

street & number: _1115 Crowder Drive

city or town: _Midlothian state: _VA zip code:_23113
e-mail: _dfriedberg@dutton-associates.com

telephone: (804) 897-1960

date: _June 2025

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

Sections 9-end page 28



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
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P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA

Name of Property County and State

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex

City or Vicinity: Danville

County: N/A State: Virginia

Photographers: Anna White and Alison Donnelly

Date Photographed: April 15, 2025

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
camera:

1 of 16: Entrance into complex, view southwest

2 of 16: Warehouses 4 and 5, and water tower, from Industrial Avenue, view south
3 of 16: Warehouses 1 and 3, view southeast

4 of 16: Warehouses 1, 2, and 3, view southeast

5 of 16: Warehouses 4 and 5, view southwest

6 of 16: Warehouse 4 and water tower, view east

7 of 16: Warehouse 3 and water tower, view northwest

8 of 16: Warehouse 3 loading dock, view northwest

9 of 16: Warehouse 3 fire suppression system block and firewall, view southwest
10 of 16: Warehouse 3, rear, view east
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018
P. Lorillard Tobacco Co. Warehouse Complex City of Danville, VA
Name of Property County and State

11 of 16: Warehouse 2 door, view west
12 of 16: Warehouse 4 interior
13 of 16: Warehouse 4 interior
14 of 16: Warehouse 2 interior
15 of 16: Warehouse 3 interior

16 of 16: Office building, view northeast

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows:

Tier 1 —60-100 hours
Tier 2 — 120 hours
Tier 3 — 230 hours
Tier 4 — 280 hours

The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting

nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525.
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P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex Historic District, VDHR #108-6186
City of Danville, VA

Map Source: USGS (Danville 2022, Ringgold 2022)

Latitude/Longitude
1. Latitude: 36.574681 Longitude: -79.387313
2. Latitude: 36.576921 Longitude: -79.384220
3. Latitude: 36.576816 Longitude: -79.382957
4. Latitude: 36.572681 Longitude: -79.380694
5. Latitude: 36.574040 Longitude: -79.384812
6. Latitude: 36.573238 Longitude: -79.385389



P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex Historic District, VDH

City of Danville, VA

Map Source: Google Earth

Latitude/Longitude
1. Latitude: 36.574681
2. Latitude: 36.576921
3. Latitude: 36.576816
4. Latitude: 36.572681
5. Latitude: 36.574040
6. Latitude: 36.573238

Longitude:
Longitude:
Longitude:
Longitude:
Longitude:
Longitude:

-79.387313
-79.384220
-79.382957
-79.380694
-79.384812
-79.385389
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Office (NC)
108-6186-0001
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108-6186-0002

Warehouse 4 (C)
108-6186-0005

Warehouse 2 (C)
108-6186-0003

Warehouse 5 (C)
108-6186-0006

Drainage Cover (C)

Warehouse 3 (C)
108-6186-0004
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P. Lorillard Tobacco Company Warehouse Complex Historic District (DHR No. 108-6186), City of Danville, VA (Web LoGIStics)



PROPERTY OWNERSHIP
Parcel 23340

Dan River Siteworks LLC

7 E. 2™ St

Richmond, VA 23224

ADJACENT OWNERS

Parcel 26463

City of Danville (Greenhill Cemetery & Pt Freemans)
427 Patton St

Danville, VA 24541

Parcel 24087

SRE LLC

PO Box 3588
Danville, VA 24543

Parcel 23967

Doris B. Bolton
922 Cole St.
Danville VA 24541

Parcel 23965

Ashley Hogan Stathos and M.D. Burnette
1412 McMaster Dr.

Myrtle Beach, SC 29575

Parcel 21493

Demetrics B. Brockmond
927 Riverview St.
Danville, VA 24541

Parcel 26737

Wintrode Enterprises, Inc.
830 Beauregard St.
Danville, VA 24541

Parcel 26721

Dan River Siteworks, LLC
7 E. 2" St.

Richmond, VA 23224

Parcel 26629

Paul A. Hughes and N. Shayla
5712 Trotters Ridge Rd.
Charlotte, NC 28212



Parcels 26440, 20168

Peaceful Zion Apostolic Church Trustees
501 Industrial Ave.

Danville, VA 24541

Parcel 25787

Leggett Investment Corp.
335 Mt. Cross Rd.
Danville, VA 24540

Parcel 23297

Liggett Group Inc.

100 Maple Ln.

Mebane, NC 27302-8160

Parcel 26732

Levi Pruitt

123 Mac Carroll Rd.
Providence, NC 27315

Parcel 24998
Rhodney Hunt

144 Lovelace Dr.
Danville, VA 24540

Parcel 23782

Philip W. Winstead & Charles A.
413 Brooke Dr.

Danville, VA 24540

Parcel 20277

Debra Gott & Sarah Aron Mathis
140 Abaco Way

Ponta Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Parcel 26571, 26568
Susan Martin Dahl
645 Edgewood Dr.
Danville, VA 24541

Parcel 22918

Dorothy M. Walters & Kattie Bell Wilson
1301 N. 6 St.

Apt. 406

Harrisburg, PA 17102



Parcel 24751

Mark A. Hodges

147 Arbor Ct.
Appomattox, VA 24522

Parcel 26734

Danville Redevelopment and Housing Authority
PO Box 1476

Danville, VA 24543

Parcel 24676, 23153
Bibleway Church Worldwide Trustees
128 Larchmont Way
Danville, VA 24541

Parcel 20546

Mattie Black (c/o Robert James)
PO Box 3308

Danville, VA 24543
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