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Blenheim 

Blenheim 
~{ gg¢;,tjq~ : F 

DATA 
STATE: 

Vir inia 
COUNTY , 

Westmoreland 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY DATE 

sTREET ANCJ NUMBER: South of Bridges Creek; North side of Route 3; . 6 mile north 
of intersection of Route 3 and Route 204. 

CITY OR TOWN ; CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT : 

Wakefield Corner vicinity) First Thomas N. Downin 
ST~TE CODE COUNTY : CODE 

51 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ~ Building 

D Site 0 Structure 

0 Object O Both 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Bei ng Considered 

'p _R_EJ~T U~E (Check One or More a s Appropri ate) 

0 Agricultural 

0 . Commercia I 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

WNER'S NAME : 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

0 Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

0 Occupied Yes : 

Qg Unoccupied O Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 
IX)· Preservation work 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

!ZI Other (Specify) 

None 

!KXNo 

0 Comments 

<: 
Mr. Lawrence Washington Latane, Jr. t-'• 

1-S_T_R_E_E_T_A_N_D_N_U_M_B_E_R-,----=-- --------<--------- -------------------~ 

t-'• 
::s 

1--.-----------------------------r----------------r------11-'• 
<:ODF Ill CITY OR TOWN: STATE : 

Westmoreland Count Court House 
ST_REET AND NUMBER : 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE 

Montross Virginia 

~>a~£ hfT>tr10$ ffi ~it~TING:sUrNEYSt : ,l/ i&:#~ ¢'.§4t!!lfiµijl.l gq ~§~~~? 
TITLE OF SURVEY : 

(1 Historic American Buildin 
DATE OF SURVEY : C • 1934 Federal 0 State 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS : 

Library of Con ress ~ 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE : 

Washington D. C. 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good fi Fair 

(Check One) 

XX Altered O Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexpased 

(Check One) 

0 Moved Original Site 

Blenheim is located in a recently cleared field two miles south of the 
Potomac River between Popes Creek and Bridges Creek. The house was built 
by the Washington family to replace the original family house at Wakefield 
soon after it burned on Christmas Day, 1780, and is currently undergoing 
restoration after many years of neglect. 

A simple late-Georgian dwelling, the house has two stories, a three-bay 
facade and Flemish-bond brickwork. It is set on a basement expressed by 
a belted water table, with a two-story frame wing at the south end. The 
west, or main, facade bears the mark of a central gable-roofed addition 
which, according to old photographs, has been absent for at least twenty 
years. Plaster adhering to the front wall of the house, visible in the 
photograph;;,suggests that the addition was enclosed. Segmental arches are 
used over all the openings on the first floor, and gauged-brick flat jack 
arches on the second. The same pattern · occurs on the rear, although the 
door here is displaced slightly to the left (south). A shallow cellar unde 
the south end of the house is entered through a segmental-arched bulkhead 
and lighted by two small segmental-arched windows on the rear. All of the 
present window sash were added in the current restoration, the original 
being beyond repair. 

The house presently has a gable roof with a molded cornice and interior 
end chimneys with corbeled caps. Wood-framed gables, the construction of 
the chimneys, and framing visible in the attic indicate that the roof was 
originally hipped with the gables being framed at a later date by simple 
extensions of the ridge of the hip. 

The wing reputedly was originally a free-standing building and was moved 
to its present position at an early date. It, too, is of eighteenth-centur 
construction, and its claim to having been a separate house is substantiate 
by mortise holes indicating the former existence of exterior doors. The 
exterior end chimney on the wing was rebuilt during the current restoration 

In plan, Blenheim is a single-pile, central-passage house. A doorway in 
the west corner of the north gable was used as access to a kitchen out­
building, no longer extant, and a complementary door in the diagonally 
opposite corner of the building leads to the wing. A closed-string, dog­
leg stair with square balusters and a molded hand rail is located in the 
passage of the main section. The wing contains a straight-run stair which 
rises from back to front. . . , 

. I I;. :.. ., • . . : . , •. j l.. ;_ ! [ '' 

Blenheim's interior has temporarily been stripped out in the process of 
restoration, revealing a number of typical structural features and one 
most unusual feature. The house has one brick .partition between the pas­
sage and the north room on each floor and one framed partition forming a 
kind of truss of apparently unparalleled construction. It consists of two 
posts with open mortises at the tops pivoted on horizontal beams. The 
latter are parallel to, and about 6 inches above, the floor; their outer 
ends rest on ledges created by the diminution of the thickness of the wall. 
The posts were originally swung into position so that (presumed) tenons on 

(see continuation sheet #2) 
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

their bases engaged mortises in the floor joists; they were braced by the 
horizontal beams, and feathered edges on the soffits of a tie beam slipped 
into the open mortises at their tops. As the posts moved into position, they 
caught between them a door header tenoned in to either post. Long braces, 
extending down from the posts at the height of the header to the horizontal 
beam almost at the wall, were dropped into place, completing the truss. 
Small horizontal nailers were then framed into the truss to hold the wall 
covering, and a door hung in the central space between the two posts. A 
confused version of this truss, necessitated by the off-center placing of 
the door, was used in the first-floor partition wall. The construction of 
the wing is typical of eighteenth-century Virginia and uses L-shaped corner 
posts and long downbraces at the corners. 

Much of the house's original woodwork survives, though not all of it is 
presently in place. The woodwork consists of raised-panel window and door 
reveals and double three-panel,raised-panel front doors. There are also 
some fine six-panel doors with deeply beveled tall panels at the top and 
bottom and square panels in the center. HL hinges are intact on the second­
floor doors. The building unde~went a modest remodeling in the mid-nineteent 
century. Plain Gothic Revival mantels are the chief evidence of this. 

The house was in an advanced state of disrepair before the owner connnenced 
the present work. The floor joists in the main section's first-floor south 
room had caved in and had to be replaced. A one-story ell was added to the 
rear of the wing, and the wing's windows were made smaller by framing out 
the original openings in such a way that their structure was not damaged. 
These and several other minor changes have not affected the dwelling's 
architectural character. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I O 16th Centu r y 

O 15th Century O 17th Century 

SPECI Fl c DA TE(S) (If Applicable and Known) c. 17 81 

Q9 18th Century 

O 19th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More BB Appropriate) 

Aboriginal □ Education 0 °Po l itical 

□ Prehistoric □ Engineering □ Religion/ Ph i. 

□ Historic □ Indus try losophy 

□ Agriculture □ Invention □ Science 

XX Architecture □ Landscape D Sculpture 

D Art Arch i lecture ~ Social~X 

□ Commerce D Literature )GQ{.K, 

□ Communications D Military □ Theater 

D Conservation D Music D Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

0 20th Century 

□ Urban Planning 

□ Other (Specify) 

The late-Georgian house at Blenheim Plantation was built by the Washingto 
family as a successor to nearby Wakefield, the birthplace of George 
Washington that burned on Christmas Day, 1780. Successively owned by 
Washington descendants except for one break, the house is significant for 
its associations with this and other prominent Virginia families and for 
being an example of a house type characteristic of the Potomac-Rappa­
hannock region. 

The house was built for William Augustine Washington, the son of George 
Washington's half-brother Augustine Washington II, who was a resident of 
Wakefield when it burned. An important local leader, he was cited for 
bravery in the American Revolution, having been wounded at the Battle of 
Cowpens and discharged a Brigadier General. He later served in the count 
militia of Westmoreland and, from 1785-1786, as High Sheriff of Westmore­
land County. William Augustine Washington was connected by successive 
marriages to other Northern Neck families, wedding first his counsin Jane 
Washington, daughter of John Augustine Washington, then Mary Lee, daughte 
of Richard Henry Lee, and finally Sarah Tayloe, daughter of John Tayloe 
of Mount Airy. 

William Augustine Washington moved to another house, Haywood, in 
1783, and Blenheim was occupied by his daughter Sarah Tayloe Washington, 
who had married her cousin Lawrence Washington. Among their nine off­
spring was Henry Augustine Washington, a professor at the College of 
William and Mary. The house remained in the family until the twentieth 
century and was repurchased in the 1950s by a Washington family descendant, 
Lawrence Washington Latane, Jr. 

This house type-brick, two-stories tall, three-bays long, with a central­
passage, single-pile plan, interior end chimneys and a gable-end door-•is 
common in the northern Tidewater area of Virginia and persists through 
most of the eighteenth century. The wall truss in Blenheim, however, 
is a curious and an apparently unique feature . . Cleverly designed and 
well-executed, the complex structure serves no ' discernible use other than 
as partition framing. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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