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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site was first identified by Howard MacCord in 1974 during a Phase I survey for
the relocation of Route 220 (MacCord:1974). In 1977, more extensive archeological testing
was undertaken by Wayne Clark and Keith Egloff. This subsequent testing identified lithics
and ceramics which assigned Bessemer to the La act

A

Construction plans during 1977 called for the dissolution of the western periphery of
the site, retaining the bulk of the site east of the construction area. Thus mitigation
was immediately undertaken on the western periphery of the site by Clarence R. Geier and
Joey Moldenhauer in August of 1977. The following description and statement of signifi-
cance on the Bessemer site results from the combination of data generated from the proce-
dural results mentioned above.

The mitigation of sections of Bessemer led to the identification of 28 structural
features. These structural features include: 11 fire hearths, 9 storage/trash pits, 1
human burial, 1 rectanguloid longhouse, 1 possible drying rack, and 6 shallow soil dis-
colorations, and artifact clusters (Fig. 2).

The house was identified by 193 post molds shaped in a large rectanguloid patterm, 50
feet long and 20 feet wide. The structure was oriented in a northeast/southeast direction
with an opening at the north end (Fig. 3). Its construction appears to be like that of an
Algonquin longhouse, markedly different from other Virginia aboriginal houses (Geier,
Moldenhauer:1977).

Eleven fire hearths were identified throughout the site area; however, none were
located within the confines of the longhouse. All of the hearths are roughly circular in
shape and have a shallow basin type construction. Interestingly enough, all but one of the
hearths were conspicuously lacking in fire cracked rock (Fig. 2).

Nine pit features were identified conforming to a storage/trash type. While the
dimensions both horizontally and vertically vary, the majority of the artifacts recovered
depict the remains of kitchen and cooking activities (Fig. 2).

One burial of a young woman in her early 20's was recovered (Fig. 4). The woman had
been decapitated either before or as a part of her burial. While no grave goods were iden-
tified, the woman was buried in a fetal position with a large rock on her shoulders and one
on her ankles.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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_invention This site is significant because of its impli-
cations for settlement and social elements during
the Woodland Period in Virginia.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Bessemer site (44-B0-26) is extremely significant when compared to the archeo-

logical resources in the surrounding area and within the State of Virginia.

The Craig Creek Valley has been extensively surveyed by numerous individuals, including
Holland (n.d.) and several amateur archeologists. Based on these surveys, utilization of
the Craig Creek Valley predominantly occurred during the Archaic Period when a hunting and
gathering mode of adaptation predominated (Clark:1977). However, three Woodland sites were
identified: 44-B0O-7, 44-B0O-8 and 44-B0-26. Of these sites, Bessemer is the only site to
have yielded pottery that has a predominantly Late Woodland orientation (Clark:1977).

0f further significance is that a house of the size and shape of that recovered at
Bessemer is not common to Virginia. It is more comsistent with northern Iroquois and
Algonquin longhouses (Geier, Moldenhauer:1977). While the Bessemer house shows a northern
influence, the projectile point and ceramics industry has a strong southern affiliation.
Other Late Woodland villages of the same time period, such as 44-BA-3 and 44-BA-39 on the
Jackson River and the Shannon site on the Roanoke River, have stockade walls built around
them (Geier:1976; MacCord:1971; Benthal:1969). In contrast, based on present excavations,
the Bessemer site does not have a stockade around it, possibly indicating the lack of a
need for defense.

While only the western periphery of the site has been excavated, already Bessemer has
provided great insight into the understanding of the Late Woodland occupation in central
western Virginia. Thus when construction commences en the proposed second section of
Route 220, advanced testing of 44-B0-26 is required to analyze the complete significance
of the site.
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A total of 3,918 artifacts were recovered from the site excluding ecofacts.
Sixty-eight of the artifacts are projectile points conforming mainly to the
Hamilton/Caraway triangular type of point thus confirming a Late Woodland occu-
pation. Approximately 2,150 pleces of pottery were identified belonging primarily
to the Dan River, Radford, and Wyth series, all which alsc substantiate a Late
Woodland occupation (Geler, Moldenhauer:1977).

At the present time, the western periphery of the Bessemer site has been
fully excavated and located under a section of Route 220. The bulk of the site
which lies is in an area which is presently used for agricul-
tural activities. Although the surface cultural component has been disturbed,

subsurface features most probably have remained intact due to the frequency of
flooding in the area.
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