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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Poplar Forest is a brick one-story building, octagonal in shape, set on

a high basement with tetrastyle pedimented Tuscan porticoes, on low
arcades, on the entrance and rear facades.' As a result of a fire in 1845,
only the walls, chimneys, and possibly the columns are original. From a
drawing, circa 1820 (now in the Alderman Library, University of Virginia),
by Thomas Jefferson's granddaughter, Cornelia Randolph, the original desig
of the exterior can be reasonably determined. The drawing shows the house
crowned by a deck on an octagonal hipped roof surrounded at its base by a
balustrade. Below the balustrade is a Tuscan cornice which encircles the
entire house.

The original interior plan of the house is intact, and consists of four
elongated octagonal rooms around a square central hall which was
originally lighted from above. Two of the rooms were divided in the middl
by bed alcoves, similar to that in Jefferson's bedroom at Monticello.
Unfortunately, there is almost no evidence indicating the appearance

of the original woodwork.

Jefferson refers to an office wing, 110 feet long '...in the manner of
those at Monticello, with a flat roof in the level of the house.'" While
no trace above ground remains of this wing, a kitchen and smokehouse
still stand. On either side of the house, the two original octagonal
privies are discreetly hidden by artificial mounds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Peorsonages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Poplar Forest was designed and built by Thomas Jefferson on his Bedford
County plantation as a '"pleasant retreat' from the social pressures of

"Monticello. Construction on the house began in 1806 and continued
as_late as 1819. Jefferson visited Poplar Forest as much as four times
a year, often remaining there as long as a month. Originally the house
had been designed for Jefferson's daughter, Maria, to be built in
Albemarle County, but she died in 1804.

Although burned and substantially rebuilt, Poplar Forest ranks among
the most important of Jefferson's architectural designs. In it he was
able to indulge his fancy for compact forms and geometric shapes, and
stated that it was "inferior only to Monticello'.
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Floor plan of Poplar Forest.
Alderman Library,
University of Virginia.
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