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Virginia Department of Historic Resources
Architectural Survey Form

DHR ID: 007-6089
Other DHR ID: No Data

Property Information

Propl\?’atrﬁglémmelﬁanation Name Property Evaluation Status
Current Name Dutch Hollow Hanger Cemetery
Historic Hanger Family Cemetery

Property Addresses
Current - Wagon Shop Road Route 670

County/I ndependent City(s): Augusta (County)

Incorporated Town(s): No Data

Zip Code(s): 24459

Magisterial District(s): No Data

Tax Parcel(s): No Data

USGS Quad(s): GREENVILLE

Additional Property | nformation

Ar chitecture Setting: Rural
Acreage: .56
Site Description:

1989: Hanger Family Cemetery islocated in Dutch Hollow, Augusta County, on a hillside about 0.5 miles from Rt. 670, it is on the
farm owned by Mr. and Mrs. Casper Gilbert in 1972.

2022 PIF: The cemetery islocated in southern Augusta County, approximately 4.3 miles south of the village of Middlebrook, VA Itis

reached by traveling east on Cherry Grove Road 2 miles from its intersection with Middlebrook Village Road in the village of
Middlebrook to the intersection of Cherry Grove Road and Wagon Shop Road. Tum right (south) onto Wagon Shop Road and travel
2.4 miles to the intersection with Broadhead School Road. The cemetery in located on a hillside 0.2 miles northeast of that

intersection. The cemetery is reached by retracing the path back north on Wagon Shop Road 0.1 miles to 913 Wagon Shop Road. [This

isaprivate drive to the Jeff and Karen Pletcher residence and the Pletchers have granted unofficial (non-deeded) accessto the
cemetery as needed by the public. Approximately 0.556 acre]

Site Description Notes/Notable Landscape Features: Moderate grade sloping hillside that is part of the Ott's Creek drainage. Sparsely

populated by wild cherry trees varying in diameter from approximately 20 inches to 36 inches. The graveyard has been cleared of

overgrowth and smaller trees and now consists of grasses and weeds that are mowed at regular intervals. A portion of the cemetery that

has not yet been cleared consists of heavy overgrowth of autumn olive, multiflorarose, wild cherry trees of varying sizes, down trees,

cedar trees, blackberry briars, and greenbriar.

The site was established as a graveyard for the family members of early settlers to the Dutch Hollow region of southern Augusta
County. The site chosen is approximately two-tenths of a mile from the nearest public road and while the view of the cemetery from

the intersection of Wagon Shop Road and Broadhead School Road is quite picturesgue, the location itself is somewhat remote relative

to the topography of the area.
Surveyor Assessment:
1989: According to local tradition, the land was originally owned by a Frederick Hanger, who fought in the American Revolution.

Some stones appear to have German script. Some of the stones appear to have been made of native stone, and some bear the signature
of the stonemason and place of residence--A. Biquesney, Summerdean, VA. and cthers.

2022 PIF: Dutch Hollow Hanger Cemetery embodies the story of community evolution. From the rough chiseled field stonesused in
the 1800s, to the native stone markers with the inscriptions written in German script, to the modest but magnificently carved nineteenth
century marble stones crafted by true artisans, the cemetery possessesit al. It truly is an unspoken proclamation of American progress.

These stones, combined with the names that originated in Germany and Switzerland, combined with those of Ireland, Scotland and
England speak to exactly how America was settled and the extent to which these early settlers saw a greater purpose. Dutch Hollow
truly was a melting pot of ethnicity, religion, and life, and the cemetery bear's witness to that.

See the PIF packet for much additional detail.

Surveyor Recommendation: Recommended for Further Survey
Ownership

Owner ship Category Owner ship Entity

Private No Data

Primary Resour ce I nformation
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Virginia Department of Historic Resources

Architectural Survey Form

DHR ID: 007-6089

Other DHR ID: No Data

Resour ce Category: Funerary

Resource Type: Cemetery

NR Resource Type: Site

Date of Construction: cal798

Date Sour ce: Date Stone/Cornerstone
Historic Time Period: Early National Period (1790 - 1829)
Historic Context(s): Funerary

Other ID Number: No Data

Architectural Style: No discernible style
Form: No Data

Number of Stories: No Data

Condition: Deteriorated
Threatsto Resource: Erosion, Neglect
Cultural Affiliations: No Data

Cultural Affiliation Details: No Data

Architectural Description:

1989: Owner: Unknown; Dates: Ca. 1826 - 1919

Number of graves: Approximately 54

Condition; "The cemetery ... isin adeplorable condition. The fence is down and the lot has been used as a pasture for livestock. Many of the
tombstones have fallen from their bases and some have broken into pieces. A few were so deeply embedded in the ground, face-down, that we
could not raise them." In 1972.

2022 PIF: The oldest marked headstone in Dutch Hollow Hanger Cemetery found to date, a rough-hewn limestone rock, is marked 1798,
M.K.B., and based on records contemporary to that period, is believed to be that of Maria Kaufelt Bright. The most recent inscribed headstone
found to date is 1919 and that of Mary A. Clinebell.

A hypothesis exists that Dutch Hollow Hanger Cemetery has a number of additional unlocated gravesites, some of which would be earlier than
1798. Looking at the family patriarchs of those known to be buried at Dutch Hollow: John George Wehrle was born in Alsace, France and is
listed as dying in Augusta County in 1782, but no grave location is recorded. His descendants are buried in Dutch Hollow. Ann Binckele, wife
of Hans Ulrich Fulwider islisted as being buried in Dutch Hollow sometime after 1776. Jacob Fulwider is listed as dying in Augusta County in
1782, with no documented burial location. Thislist is extensive, but the existence of these families present in the Dutch Hollow area, and with
many of their descendants buried at Dutch Hollow, it is easy to deduct that they too could be buried there. With approximately 30 percent of the
cemetery yet to be cleared of vegetation and debris, and with early visible evidence already present that there are grave markers there, more
evidence may be contributed to this thinking once closer investigation can take place.

In addition, Dr, Kathleen Connor, with her trained Cadaver Canines, has been to the cemetery on two occasions and located twenty-four
potential gravesites that have no markings. Dr. Carole Nash, Professor of Archaeology and Integrated Science and Technology has been to the
graveyard and has laid out aresearch plan using Graduate Students and ground penetrating radar to further explore the site for unmarked graves
and just as importantly, buried grave markers. Dr. Connor and Dr. Nash both believe based on their preliminary evaluation of the site that there
are many more graves present.

The primary archaeological deposits consist of headstone grave markers, both from artisan produced carved stone as well as inscribed and
uninscribed natural stone native to the region, headstones bases, and footstones. The markers and stones, as a result of reclamation over the last
fourteen months, are in relatively stable condition. Prior to the fall of 2021, nearly all of the stones were dislodged from their bases, scattered,
broken, and buried by sedimentation that eroded from areas upslope. This erosion was precipitated by cattle and other livestock being allowed to
graze and seek shade in the graveyard, resulting in loss of vegetative soil cover, which allowed for excessive erosion to occur. Dead and dying
trees have in the past been uprooted due to the soil disruption coupled with precipitation and wind. These trees and their root systems have since
been removed and cattle are not currently pastured in that area. There are still anumber of headstones that have not been recovered from
subsurface locations that were documented as being present during private investigations in the early 1970s.

Regarding threats to the site, the most significant is that of the existing trees in and over the cemetery, many of which are leaning, diseased, and
broken. The headstones are unique, and damage to any of the stones beyond repair would be unfortunate because many of them cannot be
replicated and for ones that could be, the cost would be so prohibitive that it makes threat mitigation by far the more feasible and affordable
option. These stones were carved and inscribed by several different stone masons, including A.

H. Amick of Cumberland, Mary land, A. E. Smenner of Cumberland, Maryland, and Alfred Veguesney of Summerdean, Virginia. Fence needs
to be erected but that is a project that can be scheduled. The damage from the trees cannot be foreseen or predicted.

Cemetery Information

Current Use: Family
Historic Religious Affilitation: No Data
Ethnic Affiliation: No Data
HasMarked Graves: Yes
Has Unmarked Graves: Yes
Enclosure Type: Fence
Number Of Gravestones: 51-100
Earliest Marked Death Year: 1798
Latest Marked Death Year: 1919
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Virginia Department of Historic Resources DHR ID: 007-6089
Architectural Survey Form Other DHR ID: No Data

Secondary Resour ce | nformation

Historic District | nfor mation

Historic District Name: No Data
Local Historic District Name: No Data
Historic District Significance: No Data
CRM Events

Event Type: PIF

Project Review File Number: No Data
Investigator: Glenn Hanger
Organization/Company: Individual
Photographic Media: Digital
Survey Date: 12/5/2022
Dhr Library Report Number: No Data

Project Staff/Notes:
PIF dated 5 December, 2022.
Submitted by mail to DHR on December 20, 2022, by Glenn Hanger, President, Dutch Hollow Hanger Cemetery, Middlebrook, VA.
PIF signed by owners Michael Daniel Gilbert, Timothy Lee Gilbert and Janet Almquist on Dec 9-10, 2022.
Received in DHR Archives Jan 5, 2023; entered into the DHR database Jan 9, 2023 by Quatro Hubbard, Archivist.
Period Of Significance:
cal798 - ca1919
Level of Significance:
Local

Bibliographic I nformation

Bibliography:

Virginia Family Cemeteries: Preliminary Survey
DHR Report No. VA-074
Hanger Family Cemetery Survey submitted ca 1989 by A.V. Griffith and Mrs. John A. Taylor, Sr., Augusta County Historical Society

Property Notes:
No Data
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Date: 1/9/2023
Author: Quatro Hubbard, DHR Archives
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Date: 1/9/2023
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Cemetery Vegetation at Start of Project



Headstones at Start of Project



Buried Footstone Discovery



Buried Headstone Discovery Headstone Bases & Footstones at Start of Cemetery



Elizabeth Cale Hanger Headstone



Recovered Footstone



Spring 2022 After Cleanup



Overall Center View Fall After Cleanup



Lower Lotts Section Fall After Cleanup



Cemetery Drone Photo



Cemetery and Surrounding Area taken by a drone



West View from Drone



North View from Drone



Aerial from Drone



Headstone Repairs Late Spring



Elizabeth Cale Hanger Reset & Repaired



Oldest Marked Headstone found to date “1798 M.K.B.”



Mary A. Clinebell Headstone
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