VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
Highway Marker Program
POLICY #1

Marker Criteria

The state historical highway marker program documents facts, persons, events, and places
prominently identified with the history of the nation, state, or region. The text for each proposed
marker shall be reviewed and edited by the manager of the marker program and the staff of the
Department of Historic Resources and, with the location, shall be approved by the Board of
Historic Resources.

No marker shall be erected to commemorate a living person.

In order for an historic event to be eligible for a marker, the event must have occurred at least
fifty years ago. Likewise, a place or person must have attained its significance at least fifty years
ago, although there are exceptions if the event, place, or person is of extraordinary historical
significance.

The size and shape of the state marker shall be that presently in use. Only the following shall
appear on the marker: the seal of Virginia; identification code; title; text; name of the
Department of Historic Resources; and the year the marker was approved.

Markers shall be erected in safe locations, at or close to the places being described, and where
they will be visible to the public. When a marker is to be placed in a Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) right-of-way, VDOT shall approve the site and install and maintain the
marker. When a marker is to be placed in a locality’s right-of-way, the local public works
department shall approve the site and install and maintain the marker.

(Approved by the Board of Historic Resources, 8 December 1993; revised 17 March 2016 and
13 December 2018)



