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. PREFACE 

This study of the 1 I 1 house was inspired 

by the failure to mention vernacular architecture 

in many studies of architecture. The author has 

~ound this particular field of architecture an 
; 

interesting subject; and has wished tq' delve more 
! 

deeply into the study. 

Rockbridge County, Virginia,was chosen as 

the area of study because of its familiarity to 

the author, a native of the county, and its many 

fine examples of the 1 I 1 house. The author's family 

hane is itself an 'I' house. This fact helped lead 

to a particular interest in 'I' houses, their 

origins, characteristics, similarities anp dif­

ferences. The paper presented here is the result 

of the curiosity which led to an examination of 

the 1 I 1 houses around my home. 

There are many people without whose aid this 

study could not have been undertaken and completed. 

My thanks go to Mrs. J. W. Buchanan, Mrs. M. M. 

ix 



Sterrett, Sr., Miss Nell Marchant and Mr. Bruce King 

for their help, particularly in the mechanics of the 

survey. I wish to thank Mr. Minor Wine Thomas, 

Mr. C.R. Jones, Dr. Erling M. Hunt and Dr. Bruce 

Buckley for their valuable aid in writing this paper. 

Most particular thanks are due to those who own 'I' 

houses in the county, and who very graciously allowed 

me to come into their homes to take measurements 

and photographs. And I also wish to thank Mr. 

Royster Lyle and Mrs. w. w. Heffelfinger, Jr. 

without whose aid, advice and encouragement this 

study would not have been completed. 

)· 
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I 
INTRODUCTION 

I 
I 

This study of the 'I' house in Rockbridge 

County, Virginia, has be.en undertaken because so 

often in the study of architecture the high style is 

emphasized to the almost complete exclusion of the 

vernacular, traditional forms of building. In 

travels about the county, this manifestation of the 

widespread traditional form of the 'I' house is such 

a frequent occurrence that it demands notice. A~ 

yet nothing has been written on the su~ject of the 

'I' houses in the valley, although there are general 

studies of the 'I' house which define the form. 

Studies of 'I' House 

Kniffen 

Fred Kniffen has been interested in the 'I' 

house as a geographer studying folk housing. His 

"Folk Housing: Key to Diffusion111 defines the 

lFred Kniffen, "Folk Housing: Key to Diffu­
sion", Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, Vol. 55, No. 4 (Dec. 1965). 

1 
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1 I 1 house, discusses various upper and lower floor 

plans, traces some origins of the type and follows 

the routes of its diffusion in the United States 

east of the Mississippi. Kniffen is interested in 

the eastern United States, and the aspects of folk 

housing which show the diffusion of cultures within 

this area. 

Glassie 

Henry Glassie has also been conce~ned with 

folk culture and housing in the eastern United 

States. In his master's thesis, 2 which concentrates 

on types of folk housing in an area including.: 

Virginia west of the Piedmont and south of the 

Pennsylvania-German area, eastern ·west Virginia, the 

southern corner of Kentucky, western North Carolina, 

northern Georgia and Cherokee County, Alabama, 

Glassie•s sampling was limited to the hard surfaced 

roads, and therefore he leaves much of hi·s territory 

unsampled. He, too, defines the 1 I 1 house anq its 

characteristics, along with those of other types of 

2Henry H. Glassie, 11 Southern Mountain Houses: 
A Study in American Folk Culture" (Unpublished M.A • . 
Thesis; State University of New York at Oneonta at · 
Cooperstown Graduate Program, 1965). 



3 

folk housing. He breaks down the type into three 

subtypes, which will be discussed later, based on 

differing lower floor plans. He then traces the 

origins and development of each subtype. Glassie 

and Kniffen have written the major studies on the 
! 

'I' house, although it is apparently a familiar type 

to most students of folk culture. 

other Studies 

The 'I' house type has long been known to 

students of architecture as well as to folk cultur­

ists and geographers, although not necessarily under 

the same or any specific name. The type was given 

the name 'I' house~-after being recognized by 

students of folk housing in the Mid-West in the 

l930's. It was recognized again in Louisiana soon 

thereafter, 3 and is now accepted as having widespread 

distribution in the U.S. east of the M~ssissippi and 

some of the plains states. It is also found in Utah 

and parts of Arizona and Idaho. 4 This same 

3Kniffen, "Folk Housing, 11 p. 553. 

4Richard v. Francaviglia, 11 Mormon Central Hall 
Houses in the American West, 11 Annals of the Associa­
tion of American Geographers, v. 61, No. 1 (March, 
1971), p. 66. 
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architectural form has been described by Fred Nichols 

in his work on Georgia, and given the name "the plan­

tation plain style. 115 Although it is recognized that 

the plain style is a legitimate designation, and one 

used by scholars, the term 'I' house will be used in 
I: 

this work to refer to this architectural form. 

Rockbridge County 

Location and Formation 

The area chosen for the survey on which this 

paper is based is Rockbridge county, ,Virginia. 

This is an arbitrary choice, as the 'I' house type 

is found all over the Valley of Virginia without 

regard to the political geography of county bound­

aries. Rockbridge county is located in the Valley 

of Virginia on the Maury and the South Rivers. It 

was settled in the latter part of the 1730 1 s and the 

1740 1 s when it was still a part of Augusta County& 

In 1777, the County of Rockbridge was formed from 

5Frederich Doveton Nicholas, The Early Archi­
tecture of Georgia (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 1957), p. 126. 



5 

the Southern part of Augusta, so that today Rock­

bridge lies between Botetourt and Augusta. 6 The 

name Rockbridge was chosen because the Natural 

Bridge of stone is located within the county. 

Chastellux,on his travels through the valley, re­

marks that the natives then referred to the bridge 

. 7 
as II Rocky Bridge." 

Settlers 

Most of the county was secured in a large 

land deal by William Borden--called Borden I s Grant-- ·, 

in the late 1730 1 s. The settlers procured tracts 

of land from Borden and his sons, and devoted them-

selves prj~arily to agriculture. 

The Borden Tract was primarily settled 
by Ulstermen and by occasional families 
from east of the Blue Ridge. Other Ulster 
people were as a rule the original ~ettlers 
of the remainder of the Rockbridge area. 

6williarn Waller Hennings, The Statutes At 
Large being~ Collection of all the Laws of Virginia 
from the First Session of the Legislature in the 
Year 1619 (New York: R.&W.&G. Barton, 1823), 
IX, 420~ 

7Marquis de Chastellux, Travels ,in North 
America, 1780-1782 (London: 1787), II, 388. . 

I 



Yet in several instances, ••• German 
families were on the ground at a very 
early day. 8 

6 

Local historians agree that the Scotch-Irish pre-

9 
dominantly settled the county. The early churches 

were Presbyterian churches established by the 

Scotch-Irish.lo Many of the surnames in the county 

also show the Scotch-Irish heritage. One of the 

first to settle in the area in 1737 was a family 

called McDowell, headed by Ephraim and his son 

John. This family sailed from Ulster in the George 

and Ann and landed at a Philadelphia on September 4, 

1729. 11 After a soujorn in Pennsylvania, 

Sdren F. Morton, A History of Rockbridge 
County, Virginia (Staunton, Virginia: The McClure 
Company, 1920), p. 341. 

9Morton, pp. 21-44. 
Joseph A. Waddell, Annals of Augusta County, 

Virginia 1726-1871 (Bridgewater, Virginia: C.T. 
carrier co., 1902), pp. 1-51. 

Rev. William Henry Foote, Sketches of Virg:inia, 
Historical and Biographical, Second Series (Phil­
adelphia: J.B. Lippincott and Co., 1855), pp. 58-71. 

lOHoward McKnight Wilson, The Lexington Presby­
~ Heritage (Verona, Virginia: McClure Press, 
1971), pp. 15-2.4, 337-343, 353-355. ! 

llMorton, p. 21 .. 
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they settled in Rockbridge. This example was typical 

of many families who left Ulster for Pennsylvania, 

and then moved on the Valley of Virginia and other 

places. 12 

Survey and Methodology 

Survey 

A random sample survey was chosen as the best 

method to approach an investigation of the 'I' house 

in Rockbridge County. All the roads in northern 

Rockbridge, both primary and secondarya surfaced 

and dirt,were travelled in the search for the 1 I 1 

house. On these travels every other 'I' house was 

selected to ,be surveyed. Occasionally this does not 

hold true, as in the case of the Kirkpatrick and 

Crimm houses which face each other across a creek •. 

This study includes then, approximately one half 

(25) of the 'I ' houses in the area surveyed .. This 

number is small enough to work with easily; and 

yet it represents a large enough proportion of 1 I 1 

12E. Estyn Evans, 11 The Scotch-Irish: Their 
cultural Adaptation and Heritage · in the American Old 
West, 11 Essays in Scotch-Irish History, ed. E.R.R. 
Green (London: Routledge and Keegan Paul, 1969), 
p. 75 .. 
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houses from which to draw some conclusions. 

The survey was based on a photographic and 

floor plan study of each house. In keeping with 

the method used by Glassie in "Southern Mountain 

Houses," only the floor plan of the first floor was 

used. Special note was taken of the detail of 
• 

doors, windows, cornices, chimneys, . foundations and 

building material. Worksheets were made up with an 

allotted space for description of each of the above, 

I 
as well as floor plans. These were based on R. W. 

Brunskill's A Systematic Procedure for Recording 

English Vernacular /Architecture13 and the Virginia 
! 

Historical
1

Landmark Corranission pamphlet, "Structural 

Survey Form. 11 

This study was undertaken in order to discover 

the nature of the 'I' house in Rockbridge. It 

compares the type of 'I' house there to those found 

elsewhere, and examines its characteristics and 

details. It examines the origins of the form. And 

13Ro w. Brunskill, A Systematic Procedure for 
Recording English Vernacular Architecture Reprinted 
from Transactions of the Monuments Society, V. 13, 
1965-66). 
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it describes the difference in features at the be-

ginning and the end of the time span. 

I 
I 



CHAPTER I 

DESCRIPTION OF THE 'I' HOUSE 

Characteristics 

Characteristics and Subtypes 

I 
I 

Although the details in 1 I' houses vary, the 

basic plan remains remarkably consistent. It is a 

rectangular two-story house with a pitched roof 

with gables on the ends. The plan is one room deep 

and at least two rooms long with the entrance on the 

long side. By definition every 'I' house must have 

these characteristics. This form has, however, . 

been divided by Glassie into three · subtypes. 14 

Subtypes 

Subtype I of the 'I' house is two rooms long 

and has gable-end chimneys (Illustration 1). Often 

both of the rooms are of the same dimensions, 

although it is not unusual to find one larger than 

14Glassie, 11 Southern Mountain Houses, 11 

pp. 193-207. 

10 
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NYE HOUSE 
-SCALE: . 1" = 10' . 

ILLUSTRATION 1 

SUBTYPE I 

TWO ROOM PLAN 

11 
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the other. There may be one central front door or 

two front doors, one opening into each room. 15 The 

distinguishing feature of subtype II is the central 

hall between two rooms. This type usually has a 

gable roof and end chimneys, either external or 

internal. There is a central door in the front and 

the rear. There is often a two-story front porch 

which is only as wide as the hallway16 (Illustration 

2). The central chimney with a room on either side. 

distinguishes subtype III of the 'I' houses. There 

may be a front door into each room or occasionally 

a central front door. It has a gable roo£1 7 

(Illustration 3). 

According to the sample tak~n by Glassie all 

three subtypes of the 'I' house occur most frequently 

as a frame house with weatherboarding. -Examples 

occur, however, in both log and brick, although 

the brick is more rare. The chimneys are of stone 

l5Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses, Ii 

pp. 193-95~ 

l6Glassie, 11 Southern Mountain Houses, II 

pp. 195-97
1

• 

17Gl1assie, "Southern Mountain Houses, 11 ·p. 197 • 

. / 



\ 

( · 

µ ' 
-9 . 
f I 

ALEXANDER HOUSE 
SCALEa 1". =10 1 

.ILLUSTRATION 2 

SUBTYPE II · 

CENTRAL HALLWAY PLAN 

I 
. I 

. , •• 

13 

' 



.. . .. 

. .. 
. ·.· 

. ,, 
. ,· ... . 

. . 

\ 
" 

. . . 
<" ,. 

. . . , 

• I 

.. 
! • I 

- ' 
'· 

'j 
I 

,•· . ,~. ·. 

.... 
I ' • •. 

·'..:f..:. 

1-, ( 
f.-" __ ..,.....J 
1 ! 

T 1 ---

· ILLUSTRATION 3 

SUBTYPE III 

CENTRAL CHIMNEY PLAN 
• . .: .,._. 

.. ," . . 

,.. 
., 

i : \ 

··• l · , . 
• J • • • 

I 
r 

,, 
u 

···.t 

. -:• . ·~ 

' . ... 

.. ... 
'; ·.::· . .. I : 

14 . 

·' 

--

.. . . . : . 

·t · . 
~- ·' 

, .. 



-

15 

or of brick or of stone with a brick stack. 

Glassie also finds some secondary character­

istics which are common to all the subtypes of the 

'I' house. The window arrangement is usually 

symmetrical, with two windows on the first floor, 

and two or three on the second. There is usually 

a full stone foundation; occasionally the house is 

built on piers. The most conunon form of addition 

to the house is the ell, which makes either an 1 L' 

or a 'T' form. Front porches the length of the 

house and one story high are conunon. 18 

Origins 

The 'I' house seems to have appeared along 

with prosperity in the rural areas. Throughout 

the upland South the 'I' house was symbolic of 

. . 19 
economic success in an agriculture society. · These, 

then, are not the homes of the first occupants of 

the land, but of the later generations. The necessary 

characteristics of the 1 I 1 house form are found in 

18 l . 'G assie, "Southern Mountain Houses, 11 p .. 198. 
19 : 

""Kniffen, "Folk Housing, 11 p. 555. 

.• 
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the basic floor plan and the appearance of the form 

in conjunction with economic success in agrarian 

areas. 

English Origins 

The /features of the 'I' house are found in many 

places and it is difficult to tell just when the 

first one appeared. The 'I' house, however, ap­

parently came to the colonies from England. The 

earliest 1 Ii house was probably compounded from the 

old English unit of one room and a chimney, when 

' 
additional rooms were added to the original single 

unit. This was sometimes done in emulation of the 

larger English houses. 20 By the 17th century it had 

become established as the home of the English yeoman. 

As such it was .brought to America where it was common­

ly .found in all the English colonies. 21 ·This is due, 

no doubt, to the large number of English yeomen and 

offspring of the artisans and merchants who formed 

the bulk of the immigrants. All of these would have 

20Kniffen, "Folk Housing," p. 555. 
Hugh Braun, An. Introduction to English. Mediae­

val Architecture (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 
1967), Pe 1851 239. 

21Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses," p. 200. 
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been familiar with the 'I' type of house and would 

have carried on old traditions in a . new country. 

Both in New : England and Virginia colonists built 

homes in the tradition which had been prevalent in 

their native area. Some of the oldest surviving 

houses in the Tidewater area are 'I' houses. 22 The 

'I' house was known in the Delaware and Chesapeake 

23 
areas in the seventeenth centuryo It is, however, 

always well to keep in mind that American regional 

characteristics affected the traditions brought from 

the old world, and produced an architecture which 

was altered from the original. 24 The mild winter 

did not require as much conservation of heat as did 

the more severe winter farther North. 25 

As time went on the early two-room plan found 

in Virginia gradually acquired a central passage, 

flanked first by one room on either side, and 

22Glassie, 11 Southern Mountain Houses, 11 p. 200. 

23Kniffen, 11 Folk Housing," p. 555. 

24Thomas Tileston Waterman, The Dwellings of 
Colonial America (Chapel Hill:_ University of North 
Carolina Press, 1950), Po 3. 

25Eb~rlein, Colonial America, Pe 80. 
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later by two. 26 The central hallway shows the in­

fluence of Georgian architectural ideas on houses 

built in that time. The plan with a central hall 

persisted among the builders of 'I' houses long 

after the Georgian style lost its popularity. Other 

·architectural styles, particularly those of the 

late eighteenth and the early nineteenth centuries, 

influenced 'I' houses. They contributed a moderate­

ly pitched roof, a front door graced with transom 

and sometimes sidelights and internal end chimneys. 27 

All variations reflect an English traditional 1 I 1 

house, which has been modified by time, new archi­

tectural styles and regional requirements. 

Origin Subtype I 

Each of the subtypes, however, seems to have 

a slightly differing influence in its origins. 

Subtype I has definite English antecedents. Sulgrave 

in Englapd1 built in 15401 is but one example of 

26 
. waterman, Dwellings, pp. 14-31. 

27Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses," p. 203. 

I 
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28 
this common English type. Subtype I is also in 

some ways related to the Quaker plan found in 

Pennsylvania, which is divided in the middle, and 

th h 
. . . 29 

en as one of these rooms divided again. 

Origin Subtype II 

Subtype II may also claim English origins. 

· 30 
The central passageway was an English tradition, 

and became a standard early plan in Virginia with 

the central passage flanked by a hall and a parlor. 31 

In Williamsburg the central hallway plan with two 

rooms is that most conunonly found. 32 In fact, the 

28Thomas Tileston waterman, The Mansions of 
Virginia) 1706-1776 (Chapel Hill: University of 
Nor~ Carolina Press, 1945}, p. 45. 

29waterman, Dwellings, p. 41. 

30Marcus Whiffen, The Eighteenth-Century Houses 
of Williamsburg, A Study of Architecture.and Building 
in the Colonial Capitol of Virginia (Williamsburg: 
Colonial Williamsburg, 1960), p. 52. -

31Marcus Whiffen, "Some Virginia House Plans 
Reconsidered," Journal of the S0ciety1of Architec­
tural Historians, Vol. XVI,. No. 2 (May, 1957), p. 17. 

32Wh. . iffen, Eighteenth Century Houses, p. 159. 
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central-hall plan became that most frequently found 

in the South. 33 It served not ~nly as a stylish 

Georgian feature in the mid-eighteenth century, but 

it also was functional. 

Origins Subtype III 

It is not surprising, in view of the over­

all English origins of the 'I' house, to find that 

34 the subtype III plan was also known in England. 

The massive central chimney was a dominant feature 

in New England architectureo The appearance of the 

central chimney in the Southern upland may stern from 

the union of the English tradition of the 'I' house 

with the German continental-house tradition often 

followed in Pennsylvania, 35 ·and which incorporated 

the central chimney feature. 

Development from Log cabin 

There is another suggested origin for the 'I' 
I 

hquse. Many may have been produced from a single 

33watennan, Dwellings, p. 17. 

34Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses," p. 205. 

35Glassie , "Southern Mountain Houses," p. 205. 

/ 
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unit log dwelling to which additions were made. A 

log cabin that was enlarged by the dogrot method 

and given a second story, at some point, would re­

sult in an 'I' house of subtype II. If the cabin 

was enlarged by the saddlebag method and given a 

second story, subtype III resulted. In these 

cases, many of the secon~ storys are weatherboard. 36 

Many 'I' houses were built in this way. 

Distribution in the United States 

The 'I' house is widely distributed in this 

country. It is found in all of the English colonies: 

settlers from these colonies took their traditions 

with them as they moved west. Although there is 

variation in detail, ·the basic plan. differs very 
I 

little. As such, the 1 Ii house is probably the most 

common traditional English house form in the United 

States.i7 The 'I' house is found in the Tidewater, 

36Klliffen, "Folk Housing," p. 555. 
Glassie, 11 Sbuthern Mountain Houses," : p. 199. 

' :.37Gla~sie, 11 Southern Mountain Houses," p. 205. 
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Piedmont and Upland South, in New England and Upstate 

New York, in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin in 

the Mid-west, 38 and in Louisiana. 39 The Mormons 

carried the 'I' house form to Utah, Arizona and 

Idaho. 40 The routes of dispersion which affected 

the Southern United States sterruned from Delaware 

and Chesapeake area in the seventeenth century. 

The form moved south along the Appalachian Mountains, 

went to the west, and then continued to spread ··south 

and north. To the north, · it spread across the Ohio 

River to rejoin the earlier westward movement from 

Pennsylvania. 41 

Appearance in the Valley of Virginia 

The 'I' house is found all over the Valley 

of Virginia; which has been influenced by both . 

Pennsylvania and Tidewater Virginia Traditions. 42 

38Glassie, 11 Southern Mountain Houses," 
pp. 204-205:. 

I 

39Kniffen, 11 Folk Housing, 11 p. 555. 

40Francaviglia·, "Mormon Central Hall Houses," 
P• 66. I . 

41Kniffen, "Folk Hou~ing, 11 p. 555. 

42waterrnan, Dwellings, p. 43. 
Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses, 11 p. 201. 
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The movement of the 1 ! 1 house form down the Appa­

lachians presents one route by which. it arrived in 

the Valley .of Virginia. Great numbers of the settlers 

of the valley, beginning in the mid-eighteenth 

century, came down this natural passage bringing 

the 'I' house with them. The influence of Tidewater 

Virginia, however, spread to the west, throughout 

the later part of the eighteenth and early nine­

teenth centuries. There can be no doubt that this 

influence was strong in the Valley, especially in 

view of the preponderance of the Tidewater central 

hallway floor plan there. It is therefore, reason­

able to 1ssume that the Valley manifestation of the 
! 

'I' house ; stenuned from both the Pennsylvania and 

Tidewater· traditions. 



CHAPTER II 

THE ' I' HOUSES OF ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY 

Location 

Description of Land and House Location 

Ro9kbridge County, although in the Valley of 

Virginia, is made up of fairly rough terrain. The 

hills roll down to the major creeks, leaving bottom 

land along .the banks. In places only small streams 

and branches intersect the high hills. In others 

the bottom land stretches for several ,hundred yards 

back from the bank of the creek. Much of the area 
I 

of the county is taken up by mountain,which runs 

_down to the edge of the rivers and hills. It is 

limestone country and springs are abundant. 

The 1 I' houses are located in all types of 

terrain found in Rockbridge with the exception of 

the forested mountain land. For convenience the 

locations have been divided into three types or 

areas. These are: on or very near the m~jor creek 

24 
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bottoms; on substantial rises from the low land; and 

on the hills well removed from any major creeks. 

All the houses are near a source of water for house­

hold purposes, usually a spring or spring branch. 

Even those .houses which are very near the creek 

usually have a spring branch close at hand. Of 

the twenty'-five houses surveyed, seven are built 

near the /creek bottoms and eight are on the rises. 

Ten houses are on the hills removed from a major 

creek bottom, but near a spring or branch. 

'I' houses are numerous in Rockbridge County. 

It is difficult to drive down almost any road and 

not see one. These simple oblong building~ with 

the entrance in the long side, are. ea.sily recogniza­

ble, even among the many additions which have grown 

'from them over the years. 

Yet examination of their features reveals dif-

ferences o~ variations as well as similarities. 

The distinguishing features used in this description 

are: floor plan, size, material, elevation facade, 

detail of windows and doors, cornices, chimneys, 

basements and foundations. 
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KEY TO HOUSE LOCATION 

1 Brairwood 
2 Brown House 
3 Nye House 
4 Withrow-Swisher House 
5 Level Loop 
6 Bare House 
7 Watts House 
8 Bobbitt House 
9 Maxwelton 

10 Reid House 
11 Mast House 
12 Brownlee House 
13 Davis House 
14 Burch House 
15 Lowry House 
16 . Kirkpatrick House 
17 Crimm House 
18 Sterrett House 
19 Tuscan Villa 
20 MacKay-Williams House 
21 Alexander House 
22 Bryant:Koogler House 
23 Culton~Koogler House 
24 Raphine Hall 
25 Walnut ' Grove 

I 
l 

I 
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Floor Plan 

The basic criterion which determines an 'I' 

house is the floor plan. Some of the oblong houses 

that appear to be 'I' houses from the outside do 

not have the necessary floor plan. They are, in­

stead, structurally two rooms deep. The 'I' house 

. is only one room deep. Of the three subtypes of 

floor plan discussed in the previous chapter, sub­

types I and II are found, but subtype III is not. 

Each of the subtypes also possesses several 

variations. 

Subtype I 

Subtype I occurs less often than subtype II: 

there are six examples of subtype I, and three 

variations are found among them. Each, of course, 

has two adjoining rooms and end chimneys. The 

variations occur in the number of doors ·and the ar­

rangement of the staircase. To facilitate dis­

cussion, the variations will be designated A, _· B, 

and c. 

variation A (Illustration 5) has two doors 
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and an open staircase. In this variation there are 

two front doors and there may also be two back doors. 

The staircase arises in one of the rooms. There 

are two examples of this variation. 

In variation B (Illustration 6), there are 

two doors and an enclosed staircase. Two back .doors 

match the two front doors. The entrance to the 

staircase - juts out into one of the rooms. There 

is one house with this variation. 

Variation C (Illustration 7) has one front 

door and an enclosed staircase. The entrance to 

the stair may either jut into the room, or it may 

be flush with the wall. The back door is in the 

same room as the front. There are. three houses 

with a C variation. 

Subtype II 

Subtype II is the most common floor plan in 

the county. , In this survey, there are eighteen 

surviving examples of this type, as compared with : 
I 
I 

the six of the subtype I plan. The houses of 

this plan, too, possess several variations, which 
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are based on the location of the stair. There is 
I 
I 

one example each of A, Band c. 

Variation A of subtype II (Illustration 8) 

has the central hallway, but there is no stair in 

the hall or in either of the rooms. The upper floor 

was apparently reached through an addition. There 

is a front and back door in the hall. 

In variation B (Illustration 9) the stair 

is in the center hall, rises from the front and 

fills it completely. The hall in front of the 

stair is flared and narrows back to the stairo 

Variation c (Illustration 10) is the only 

one in subtype II to possess an enclosed stairwell. 

The stair beg~ns to rise at one side, and the stair- ' 

well .is completely enclosed, giving the house a 

small squarish entrance hall rather than a long 

rectangular one. 

In the last variation, variation D (Illustration 

11) the stair rises along one side of the hall. 

The stair is open, begins just behind the door 

framei ~nd has one landing over the back door. 
i 

There is ' one front door and a back door. The stair 
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may be on either the right or the left side. 

Four examples rise on the left, twelve on the 

right. 

38 

One house, Tuscan Villa (Illustration 12), 

which now has the subtype II, variation D plan, 

was originally in subtype I, variation A. It was, , 
. i 

/ 

however, altered to its present plan al:out 30 
I 

years after it had been builte This is a further 

indication 1of the popularity of the central hallway 

plan. It has been included in this study as subtype 

II, variation D. 
! 
I 

Exterior Dimensions 

Size 

The 8 !' houses are of many different sizeso 

Few are alike; most are unique. There is a wide 

range in the exterior dimensions. The greatest 

variation in size falls between the lengths of the 

houses: the differences in the width is not so 

great. The largest house has a length of 50 feet 

(House 1), the smallest 28 feet (House 14). The 

greatest dimension in width measures 24 feet 
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{House 11, 1), while the smallest measures 17 feet 

{House 17). 

'I' houses in subtype I are shorter than those 

of subtype II, having lengths of 37 feet 3 inches 

or less. The subtype II house, with two exceptions, 

ran~es in length from 40 feet to 50 feet. The two 

remaining subtype II houses are -38 feet and 39 feet 

{Houses 13 and 20). This marked difference does 

not occur in the dimensions of width. Houses of 

greater and lesser lengths have the same width. 

For example, Briarwood (House 1) with a length of 

50 feet and the Mast House {House 11) with one of 

32 feet foth have a width of 24 feet. The Burch 

House {House 14), the shortest, 28 feet 4 inches 

in length and 18 feet wide, but there are houses 

up to 40 feet long (House 17, for example), which 

are only 17 feet wide. The most common width is 

20 feet: this is found in houses with, lengths from 
I 

44 feet to 32 feet 2 inches, although it is most 
I 

common on houses more than 40 feet long. In sub-

type I, the lengths most commonly fall in the range 

of the low thirties. There is no one common pattern 
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other than the maintenance of a rectangle of varying 

dimensions. 

Interior Dimensions 

The interior dimensions depend to a large 

extent upon the exterior dimensions, and vary as 

they do. Both rooms are the same length, which is 

the width of the house. Often both rooms are also 

of the same width, but one room may be wider than 

the othero Usually this difference in width measures 

about two feet, although it may be as much as five 

feeto Sometimes one room is only about one foot 

wider than the other. Of six examples of subtype I, 

the rooms are the same size in four, differ by one 

foot in one, and by two feet in the other. In 

subtype II seven rooms are the same size, three 
I i 

differ by one foot, six by two feet and three by 

more than two feet. 

Halls are the same length as the rooms. In 

width they range from 7 feet 7 inches to 11 feet 

1 incho The halls tend to be at the smaller end 

of this scale. If the house has over-all 
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length, the width of the hall is greater. 

The width of the stairs in the hall varies 

from 38 inches to 47 inches with one exception, in 

which the stair takes all of a narrower rear hall 

and measures 4 feet 6 inches {Illustration 9). There 

seems to be no correlation between the width of the · 

hall and the width of the stair. The widest stair 

is not in the widest hall nor does the narrowest 

hall have.the narrowest stair. 

The 1 I 1 house characteristically affords 

large rooms and halls, but these are relative 

to the size of the house which contains them. The 

sizes of the houses vary and,therefore, the sizes 

of the rooms . vary as well. All of the examples are 

different in some dimension. This is an interesting 

.development, I as traditional or vernacular architecture, 

such as the 1 I 1 house, usually follows ' strict limits 

in dimension. 

Material 

In Rockbridge county, 1 I 1 houses are built of 
I 

three diffekent materials--stone, wood and brick. The 



43 

preponderance of brick houses today may result from 

I 
the greater stability and fire resistance of the 

I 

I 
I 

material, or it may be that more brick houses were 

built. It is not known which of these premises is 

correct, although Mary Jane Boggs noted on a journey 

through the county in 1851 that there were nice 

brick houses along the road. 43 Therefore, in 1851 

there were enough brick houses to be worthy of note. 

Stone 

Apparently, even though the tradition of work­

ing in stone was familiar to the Scotch-Irish 

44 settlers in the county, stone houses were not as 

frequently built as houses of other material. The 

stone 1 I 1 house's craftmanship is a refinement of 

the stone that is ·used as it is knocked off ledges, 

and which is laid flat with no mortar. 45 . The stone 

4~ary Jane Boggs, "'Rambles Among the Virginia 
Mountains, 1 The Journal of Mary Jane Boggs, June, 
1851," Edited by Andrew Bune, The Virginia Magazine 
of History and Biography, V. 77, No~ 1 (January, 1969), 
p. 107. . 

44 . Glassie, 11 Southern Mountain Houses," p. 99. 
I 

45Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses," p. 103. 
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in the house is very roughly squared limestone, which 

is easily found in the area, and is laid with mortar 

(Illustration 13). 

wood 

There was also a tradition of wooden construe-

tion with weatherboarding. Weatherboarding may be 

plain or it may have a bead along the lower edge .. 

Beaded weatherboarding was corrunon, even the hall.mark 

of colonial eastern Virginia work .. It is occasional- · 

ly found in the Valley& 46 One of the wooden houses 

has beaded weatherboard .. This not only produces a 

good shadow, but the bead -helps prevent splintering 

(Illustration 14). The other house has plain 

weatherboards (Illustration 15). 

Brick 

The most corrunon construction material found 

in 'I' houses in Rockbridge County is brick. The 

tradition o f building in brick is an old one in 
I 

I 
Virginia .. It stems from colonial days in Tidewater 

I 

91 .. 

46Wbiffen, Eighteenth Century Houses, . PP~ 68, 



45 , 

~ 
U) 

D 
0 
::i::: 

U) 

~ 
H .~. H 

ii :l" H 
.• },.: H ~· :;;,: 

i~:1 
t: .. I 

''5l ~ 
~ 

~~ ~ 
& ').. u 

' '"'" ~ . ., 
·~ -~ .. 
n z ,., 

0 
f0 H 
. . , 8 

~ 
u 
D 

1~ ~ 
8 
ttl 

~~ z 

., :: } \ \ . , r '. ~I' , , j 
I 

\ 

liiii: /' l:ila·- l!:tlflJ : 
' I I 

0 
u 
µ1 s 

y' .... 
' , : I ' • 

8 
U) 

M 
M 

' 
z 
0 
H 
8 

~ 
8 
U) 
p 
H 
H 
H 

_,) 



' ' '' 
: j 
'! 
'' '. , I . 

; 

' \: 

' j 

, I 

,1 

·! ' ,, 
' ' ' I 

l 

Li. 
l 
I . 

I . 
I 

,· j, 

l :, 
l "' ;. -c.• 

r · 
I 

I , 
I 
' I. 
i 
I . 

I. l I 
! 
l 
l 

·l 

.'JI 
l 
n 
·1 

• I 
'I 

' .. t •, 

' I 
I 
l'• 
' 

'i 
! 

( ' 

'' 

. ' 
I I 

' 

' ' ,· 
' I 

l 
' l 

1 

I 
l 
'' ' 
1 · 

·1 .• 1 , 
I 
! 

I. 
if 
! 
I 
I , 

! 

·I 

• 'x 

~ ii 

t ' 

!I 
11 
' ~ . ' i .. 
. ' ,, \ 

' 
l-1 
I 

' j '. 

' i 

I • 
I 
I, 

! . 
. I . . 

I ! 
I . 
1 

46 

)_ 



,. 
' ... 

, _ 
I 

: 

I 

l 
' ···,%· .. "::l -~ ...... · 

' -. \ . 

47 



,48 

where there was little or no stone for building. 

This tradition spread across the mountains to the 

valley, where it continued to be strong. 

Early brick varies to a certain degree in 

size. Although the standard size for brick was 

·a 1/4 x 2 1/2 x 4 1/4 inches,
47 

it is not uncommon 

48 
to find differences of 1/2 inch or more. 

Differences may be attributed to different 

mold sizes. The brick used in Rockbridge varies 

from 8 l/4 1x 2 3/4 x 4 inches to 8 1/2 x 3 x 4 1/4 
I 

inches. Mos;t frequently, however, the brick measures 

8 1/2 x 3 x /4 inches, which is slightly longer and 

thicker, bu~ not as wide as the standard pattern 

for eastern Virginia. Possibly the measurement 

8 1/2 x 3 x 1 4 inches does not make a standard for 

the ~ounty on the basis of this sample, but it occurs 

more often than any or all of the other combinations. 

The joints between bricks vary between 1/4 and 1/2 

inch. 

4 7Berkley, "Colonial "Ruins, 11 p. ·8. 

4aHerbert A. Claiborne, Conunents on Virginia 
Brickwork'Before 1800 (Portland, Maine: The 
Anthaen~en Press for the Walpole Society, 1957), 
p. iii. 
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Brick is laid up in different patterns called 

bond. There are three of these commonly found. 

Flemish bond, used in eastern Virginia in the eight­

eenth century, alternates headers and stretchers in 

the same course. In English bond, courses of headers 

alternate with courses of stretchers. This bond 

was used in the eighteenth century chiefly for con­

struction below the water table and in chimneys. 

Common or American bond has one course of headers 

to a number of courses of stretchers (Illustration 

16). 

All three types of bond are found in Rockbridge 

County. All of the brick houses are laid up in 

Flemish bond on the front of the house. Sometimes 

the sides are laid in Flemish bond, as well. Four 

houses have sides, front and back in the . Flemish 

bond. In all other cases, however, the back is laid 

in common bond. The sides, if they are not Flemish, 

are of common bond. The common bond most often has 

four or five courses -of stretchers to each course 
; 

of headers. Occasionally, however, there are two or 

three courses of stretchers to each one of headers. 
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In the Flemish bond, there is some irregular use of 

closers. 

In one house (House 15), dark gray-maroon 

glazed headers make patterns in the brick. On the 

sides, they make large diaper and diamo~d patterns: 

the date of the house is set {Illustration 17) on 

the front. Glazed headers occur infrequently at 

scattered intervals in other houses. Nowhere else 

are they used to consciously make a pattern in the 

brick. 

Whether the bond used was Flemish, English, 

or common, it took many bricks to build.an 1 I 1 

house. These bricks were often made near the site 

of the house. John walker records in his diary that 

the bricks for Maxwelton (House 9) were made nearby, 

and that it required 2 1/2 months or from· the 30th 

of June until the 16th of September to complete 

h 
. . . . 49 t e br1ckrnak1ng and firing. 

49John walker, Diary ,(unpublished manuscript 
in possession of Mary Moore

1 
Mason, 1811-1813), 

June 30, September 16. 
I 

I 
I 
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Elevation-Fa9ade 

Window and Door Arrangement 

I 
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Symmetry is a distinguishing feature of the 
I 

elevation fa9ade of the 'I' house. To a certain 

extent, the ·synunetry established depends on the floor 

plan of the house. The elevation is always two 

storys. However in subtype I, variations A and B, 

two front doors, one opening into each room, are 

symmetrically arranged with two back doors nearly 

opposite them. In all other types, the front door, 

near the center of the long side, opens into the 

larger room or the central hall of subtype II. 

The back door usually is opposite the front door. 

In the central hall plan, there_ is sometimes a door 

on the upper floor directly above the main door. 

The windows continue the symmetrical arrange-

ment of the fa~ade. On the front of the house they 

are positioned above each other or above a door. 

There may be two, three, four or five windows on 

the upper floor of the front of the house. In 

subtype I, variation A and Bu there are four windows 

across the top; one over each door and one over 
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each lower window (Illustration 18). In one in­

stance, however, one of the four windows is over a 

third window on the bottom; the second bottom 

door has no window over it (House 6) ( I .llus tra tion 

19). Thus there are three windows on the lower 

floor and four on the upper. 

If there is a door on the upper floor of 

subtype I or II, there are two or four windows 

flanking it (Illustration 20)o A house, however, 

will occasionally have only two windows and no 

door on the upper floor (Illustration 21). 

Co:mrnonly, either three or five windows open 

across the upper floor. The center window is over 

the front door, which may be flanked by either .two 

or four windows. The remaining upper windows are 

located over the lower ones. In one instance, the 

center window has a fanlight which exactly corres­

ponds to that of the front door (Illustration 22). 

In the case of three windows, each room has one 

front window. In that of five, each has two· front 

windows (Iliustration 23). Houses with the three 

window arrangement occur more frequently than those 
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ILLUSTRATION 18 - FENESTRATION--FOUR WINDOWS, WITHROW-SWISHER HOUSE 
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ILLUSTF.ATION 19 FENESTRA'rION--FOUR WINDOWS ALTERNATE PATTERN, BARE HOUSE 
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ILLUS'l'R,'\.TION 20 - FENESTRATION WITH UPPER DOOR AND TWO WINDOWS, KIRKPATRICK HOUSE 
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ILLUSTRATION 21 - FENESTRA.TION--TWO WINDOWS, BURCH HOUSE 
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ILLUSTRATION 22 FENESTRATION--THREE WINDOWS, WALNUT GROVE 
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with five. There is no correlation between the size 

of the house and the nwnber of windows on the front. 

The fenestration on the gable ends often is 

not syrrunetrical. Frequently there are no windows 

there. All of the following combinations, however, 

are possible on the gable end: a window on either 

-side of the chimney on both upper and lower floors . 

or only on the lower floor, one window upstairs and 

two down, or only one down. It is usual to have a 

window in only one gable end, although this is not 

always the case. It is also possible to have an 

additional door in one gable end. 

Window Detail 

Size 

- In the 1 I 1 house, windows usually measure two 

feet eleven inches. It is also possible for windows 

to measure three feet (House 11), three feet two 

inches (House 19), three feet four inches (House 8), 

three feet eight inches (House 17), or three feet 

ten inches (House 10). One example (House 18) which 

' 
has sidelights for each window measures five feet 
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ten inches (Illustration 24). In this house, how­

ever, the gable end window does not have sidelights, 

and measures the usual two feet eleven inches. 

Lights 

Although some 'I' houses have modern windows, 

usually two over two, most still have the original 

lights. The number of lights in each window varies 

from house to house and from floor to floor. The 

number usually remains constant on each floor. 

There are always at least six over six lights. The 

numb.er of lights will be discussed in combinations, 

as upper and lower level windows frequently vary. 

The most frequent combination is six lights over 

six on both upper and lower floors and is followed 

by the combination nine over six on the lower floor 

and six over six on the upper. There is one example 

of each of the following combinations: , twelve over 

twelve down and twelve over eight on .the upper 

floor (House 10), nine over nine down and six over 

nine up (House 19), nine over nine down and six 

over six up (House 20), six over nine both up and 



ILLUSTRATION 24 WiNDOW WITH SIDELIGHTS, STERRETT HOUSE 
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down (House 6), and nine over nine on the lower floor 

with nine over six on the upper (House 18). 

Brick over Window 

The arrangement of brick over the window also 

varies among the houses. Frequently the bond over 

the lower windows differs from that over the upper 

windows. The common arrangement is that of a course 

of headers over each window. These may be arranged 

in ordinary header fashion. Or the headers may be 

laid so that what is ordinarily the width of the 

brick becomes the height and the thickness becomes 

the width. Other arrangements include a course of 

I 
stretchers over each window, or a continuation of 

the surrounding Flemish bond. A different brick, 

approximately 5 inches to 6 inches high and 3 

inches long is sometimes laid on end across the top 

of the windows. The other arrangement found in 1 1 1 

; 

houses in the county is some form of ,'flat arch 

(Illustration 25). These may be mad~ of stretchers 
I 

laid on end, headers and stretchers, ' or in cement. 

Another arrangement of brick is sometimes found 
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over the basement window. This consists of a low 

arch of projecting headers, turned so the width 

serves as the height. The center of the arch is 

filled in down to the casement with brick laid in 

Flemish bond. This particular arrangement is found 

only in the small basement window near the ground 

(Illustration 26). 

Door Detail 

Size 

The width of the front doors in the houses 

falls between 2 feet 11 inches and 3 feet 6 inchese 

The width tends to fall in the lowe.r range of numba:'S .. 

The back door, which is opposite, is usually of 

the same size as the front door: it may, however, 

be an inch or two smaller. Other doors are usually 

between 2 feet 10 inches and 3 feet 2 inches .in 

width. 

Transom 

The transom arrangement also differs from . 

I 

house to hou see The predominant type of transom is 

I 
rectangularly shaped. It may consist of three 
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rectangular lights, although examples are found of 

one, two and four lights. Some transoms have as 

r.any as eight {House 16) smaller lights. An example 

of a rectangular transom with hourglass figures fann­

ed by the muntins occurs at Level Loop (House S); 
I 

it is unique in this survey (Illustration 27). Side-

lights sometimes appear with the rectangular 

transom. The sidelights may be in a single row 

with five or six lights to a side. They may how­

ever be smaller and in double rows with as many as 
I 

I 

fourteen to a side (Illustration 28). There are 

16 houses with transoms. 

Fanlights are also found. The muntins form 

seven or eight radiating fans with an arched muntin 

over a semi-circle of glass below. There are 

examples (House 23) of muntins forming tulip 

patterns (Illustration 29) as well as very lacy 

muntins forming patterns within the fans (House 1). 

There are seven examples of fanlightsa One example 

(House 18) has sidelights with four lights to each 

side (Illustration 30). There are two examples of 

houses which have no transom at all. 



ILLUSTRATION 27 - TRANSOM WITH HOURGLASS PATTERN, LEVEL LOOP 



• 

------,.,-- .. 

~l; • l 
' . ! 

' ' 

---.. . ·:---- I -

: 
. 

l . ~--,., ... 

ILLUSTRATION 28 - TRANSOM WITH SMALL LIGHTS, KIRKPATRICK HOUSE 
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ILLUSTRATION 29 - FANLIGHT WITH TULIP PATTERN, CULTON-KOOGLER HOUSE '; 
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ILLUSTRATION 30 
DOOR WITH FAN AND SIDELIGHTS 

STERRETT HOUSE 
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Brick Arrangement over Door 

The pattern of brick arrangement over the door 
I 

is more consistent. It is almost always a course 

of headers. These are laid either in an arch over 

the fanlight or a straight course over the rectangu­

lar transom. Sometimes these headers are laid with 

the width becoming the height, as has been described 

in the window brick arrangement. Examples of other 

arrangements are a course of stretchers, the 
I 

regular Fl7mish bond or a flat arch. In one case 

(House 11) the door is finished with a wooden 

entablature (Illustration 31) set in regular Flemish 

bond. 

.. 
Cornices 

Brick 

The majority (18) of the 'I' houses have 

molded brick cornices. These usually consist of 

four or five courses of brick. The first course is 

stretchers corbelled very slightly~ Then there is 

a course of ovolo-shaped brick followed immediately 

by a course of .cavetto to make a cyrna recta 
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ILLUSTRATION "31 
DOOR -TOPPED BY ENTABLATURE 

MAST HOUSE 
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(Illustration 32 and 33). This is followed by 

another course of stretchers. An alternate plan of 

cornice is of five courses, where a course of 

stretchers intrudes between the cavetto and ovolo 

courses (Illustration 34). The courses which make 

up the cornice may protrude slightly over the face 

of the wall on the gable end. Sometime's each 

course will corbel over the one below . it. Another 

plan lays the bricks of the cornice flush with the 

gable end wall. 

Wood 

Seven wooden cornices appear. Both wooden 

houses (Houses 12 and 13) have wooden cornices, as 

does the stone house (House 20). They also occur 

on (4) brick houses. Most , of these are built in a 

simple box form under the eaves, bordered by a flat 

piece of wood against the wall. One cornice exhibits 

a Georgian dentil pattern; the lower dentil work is 

larger than the upper (Illustration 35). Another 

wooden cornice is supported by Italianate brackets, 

each bracket having a · pendant drop (Illustration 36). 

,,· 
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ILLUSTRATION 32 - MOLDED BRICK CORNICE FORMING CYMA RECTA, LEVEL LOOP 
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ILLUSTRATION 33 MOLDED BRICK CORNICE FORMING CYMA RECTA, RAPHINE HALL 
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Chimney 

All the 1 I 1 houses of subtypes I and II have 

two chimneys, one in each gable end. Each chimney 

is usually an exterior one, although several examples 

of the interior chimney do occur~ There is one 

example which has interior chimneys with a slight 

exterior protrusion (House 9). Another example has 

one exterior and one partially exterior-interior 

(House 1). 

Base 

The chimneys are usually brick, laid in the 

same bond as the wall (Illustration 37). After the 

chimney base narrows to the stack at about the point 

• of the front roof line level, the courses are all 

stretchers. If the foundation is of sto~e, the 

foundation base of the chimney is also of stone, with 

the brick being laid at the same level on the chimney 

' 
as on the wall. In one instance, the chimney is of 

stone and the stack of brick: this was on a wooden 

house 

(House 

(Illustration 38). The other frame house 
I 

12) /had a brick chimney which had been 
I . 

I 
I 
! 
I 

I 
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ILLUS'l'RA'l'ION 8 
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covered with cement. 

Stack 

The stack is always narrower than the base 

of the chimney. There are between four and eight 
I 

steps of br~ck at the shoulder. The stack, which 

is pronouncedly narrower than the base (giving the; 
I 

J 

profile of a Tidewater chimney without being set 

I 
away from the wall), is more common than the type 

/ 
I 

which has less slope at the shoulder and a wider 
I 

stack. One house (House 13) has a T.mewater chimney, 
I I 

in which the brick stack is set away from the wall 

of the house. The number of steps from the base 

to a narrow or wide stack does not clearly differ. 

The difference in the width of the·stack is in the 

depth of the brick step. 

The cap on the chimney has many variationse 

It involves corbelled courses of brick in some 

combination. There are many arrangements of cap-­

from a corbelled course followed by one course set 

back inv to four successively corbelled courses. 

I 
I. 
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Frequently there are two courses which protrude 

the same distance and which are followed either by 

a corbelled course, or a series of corbelled courses, 

or by a course that is set in. The chimneys which 

have narrower stacks tend to have more layers of 

corbelled course giving a cap of elaborate appearance. 

Foundation 

Stone 

Foundations in the county are usually made of 

native stone. This stone, limestone, is roughly 

shaped and laid with mortar. The stone is sometimes 

laid roughly. The 'I' houses are often built on a 

slope of some degree. Therefore, the roundation may 

be from 6 inches to several feet high (Illustration 

39). Nineteen of the houses, including both wooden 

ones, have stone foundations. 

Brick 

The rest of the houses, including those built 

on slopes, continue the brick work to the ground. 

The bond of the brick continues from the ground to · 
. 

the roof to be the same (Illustration 40). The 



ILLUSTRATION 39 
RAISED STONE 

WATTS 
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ILLUSTRATION 40 
BRICK FOUNDATION FLUSH WITH GROUND 

BOBBITT HOUSE 
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stone house is also flush to the ground. The houses 

in appearance seem to have no foundation and to be 

sitting on the ground. 

Basements 
I 

These 'I' houses are found both with and 

without basements. There are eight houses with no 

basements at all. Seventeen houses have basements 

of some type. Five of these are full English type 

basements. Of the remaining twelve, some are com­

plete basements, while others occupy only the space 

under one room. 

Although the presence of a large fireplace 

and hearth often indicates that the cooking was 

carried on in some of the basements, in others this 

is obviously not the case. In these houses and in 

those with no basements, the cooking took place 

in separate buildings, or later, in an addition to 

the house. In most cases then, the basement is not 

finished or is used as a root cellar. 

The 'I' houses in Rockbridge appear on first 

glance to be all alike. When they are examined more 

closely, it is seen that there are many differences 
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among them. The same features are discerned again ~ 

and again: however, they do not appear in the same 

combinations. It is possible to describe the 

features as they occur, and to list some possible 

mb ' , I co 1.nat1.ons•. It is not possible to describe a 

house which possesses all of the fea·tures, for no 

- house does: leach house is unique. 

The 'I' house in Rockbridge remains fairly 

easily recognizable in its total appearance. From 
' 
I 

the above d~scription it is also possible to know 

some of the features to expect, and what not to 

expect, in l~oking more closely at this manisfesta-

. tion of the 'I' house. 
I 



CHAPTER III 

CHANGES IN DETAILS IN THE 'I' HOUSE 

Time Span 

Dates 

The 'I' houses in Rockbridge County cover a 

wide time span. Although the 1 I 1 house was symbolic 

of economic success in the rural area, and was, no 

doubt1 first built in keeping with this spirit in 

the county, its construction continued. 

The dates of the houses in this survey range 

from 1796 to c. 1895. Dates have not been found 

for five houses. 

Dates of 1 I 1 Houses in Rockbridge County. 

House 
Mackey-Williams House 
Level Loop 
Briarwood 
Maxwelton 
Walnut Grove 
Mast House 
Tuscan Villa 
Nye House 

Date 
1796 
1819-1822 
1819-1822 
1819-1822 
1821 
1823 
1824 
1826 

Withrow-Swisher House 1827 

90 

Source 
House 
Land Book 
Land Book 
Land Book 
VPI 
Land Book 
owner' s Record 
House and Land 

Book 
House 



House 

Reed House 
Lowry House 
Bobbitt House 
Bryant-Koogler House 
Watts House 
Sterrett House 
Crimm House 
Kirkpatrick House 
Raphine Hall 
Brownlee House 

Date 

1827 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1834 
1856 
1856 
1856-1857 
1866 
c. 1870 

Brown House Built 1848 
Rebuilt c. 1895 

Davis House n.d. 
Burch House n.d. 
Alexander House n.d. 
Bare House n.d. 
CUlton~Koogler House n.d. 

Source 

House 
House 
Land Book 
Land Book 
Land Book 
Land Book 
Land Book 
Land Book 
House 
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owner's Record 
Land Book 
Former owner's 

Record 

It is difficult to assign a date for the undated 

houses. The Culton-Koogler House, however, presents 

certain similarities with a nearby dated house. 

This is
1
not direct evidence of being built at the 

same time, although it does indicate that they were 

probably built within several years of each other 

by the same carpenter or designer. 

variation in Features 

Change in Features in Time 

r 
I 

There is little evidence of change in design 
I 

related to time. The only feature 'of the houses 
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which shows any ~hange is the cornice. The cornice 

on the Mackey-Williams House, the earliest (1796), 

is a Georgian dentil-work cornice. The latest 

house, the Brown House, built 1848, rebuilt in 

1895, shows a wooden cornice supported by Italianate 

brackets. The rest of the houses have either molded 

brick cornices or wooden box-shaped cornices. 

Georgian and Italianate cornices are not enough 

evidence on !which to base a definite conclusion, 
I 

particularly in view of the rebuilding of the latter 

house and the indefiniteness of the time of the 
I 

placement of the Italianate bracket. Howeveru .they 
J 

indicate that current style did have some influence 
i 

· 50 
on this feature of the houses. 

The houses of subtype I, four of which are 

dated, fall into the decade of 1823-1834.. This 

may indicate that this plan was better known in that 

decade. However, as there were more houses built 

during these years 1819-1834, this figure may mean 

no more than the subtype I house was built during 

50 · It must be remembered that styles in the 
Valley of Virginia, particularly in rural areas, were 
several decades behirrl those of cultural centers. 
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a time when many houses were built. 

Stability of Features 

The variations in other features of the 'I' 

houses are spread throughout the time scale. This 

conclusion holds true when applied to each varia­

tion separately or when used in combinations. A 

specific instance is found in the width of the 

windows. Windows measure 2 feet 11 inches in 1819, 

. I 1870 and years in between. 

The cornice presents evidence that in some 

cases style was followed. This does not appear to 

be the case in most of the examples. The majority 

of the features of the 'I' house do not change with 

time .. 

Similarity of variation in Near Locations. 

There is, however, another possible explana­

tion of the similarities in the houses. Many. of 

the surviving 'I' houses are located near each other 

or are near the same community. Some of these show 

definite similarities in certain features. 

Near Raphine, there are three·houses: Walnut 
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Grove, Raphine Hall and the Culton-Koogler House. 

Raphine Hall is 45 years later than Walnut Grove 

and shows little similarity to it. walnut Grove, 

however, resembles the Culton-Koogler House in 

several of its features. The windows are the same 

size. The brick arrangement over the windows--flat 

arches: the doors--an arch of headers, and base­

ment windows--a low arch over Flemish bond are 

similar. The fanlights over the front doors are 

the same design. The stairs are the same width. 

This presents evidence that the houses were design­

ed or built by the same person. This is not un­

reasonable in that both houses are near the same 

community; the builder would have had his special 

ways of construction and design. 

Another instance occurs when two houses share 

several similar features. These are the Kirkpatrick 

and the Crimm Houses, which face each other across 

a small creek at Alone Mill. These are similar in 

window size; the number of lights per window; and 

the brick arrangement over the windows. The front 

doors are near the same sizeo The light arrangement 
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in the transom and sidelights differs little between 

the two houses. The two houses are also near each 

other in date. Both were probably influenced by 

the same designer or builder. 

There is a slightly different story in the 

Brownsburg area. Four out of six houses that are 

near the community have one common point. The 

brick arrangement over the windows is 6 x 3 inch 

brick laid so that the 6 inches is the height. This 

particular arrangement is found only on Brownsburg 

houses: i~ does not occur in any other area. It 
' 

is not on all Brownsburg houses but it is peculiar 

to the area. 

Some of the variation in the Rockbridge County 

'I' house may be traced to similarities within an 

area1 rather than to construction at the same time. 

It seems probable that local builders and craftsman 

had a good deal of influence on the final finished 

product. 



CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSIONS 

The 'I' House in Rockbridge County 

This study focuses on the 'I' house in Rock­

bridge county, Virginia. Based on a random sample, 

it attempts to bring to light the primary character­

istics of the 1 I 1 houses there. In examining the 

characteristics and details which have been delineat­

ed on these pages, there is one striking fact.· 

Although each is similar in floor plan and overall, 

fonnwise nearly every house . is unique in details. 

Each house may have several detail's in common, but 

no house possesses all the, same details as another.: 

Ordinarily, traditional, vernacular housing abides 

by unwritten, but strict rulese An example of 

this may be seen in log cabin structures, which 

require that each unit is of the same size. It 

would be expected that all 'I' houses would be 

the same size. It has been seen that this is not 

96 
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so: the sizes of the houses vary greatly. In · 

other examples, as well, the details vary from 

house to house: each house is really unique. 

97 

In the case of houses having some details in 

common, it might be assumed that these details are 

related to the period when the house was built. It 

appears that this is not so. One exception, the 

cornice, occurs, which relates to time. In the 

earliest house (House 20) there is a dentil cornice. 

The hous~ which was rebuilt in 1895 (House 2) has 

an Italianate cornice. The rest have cornices 

of molded brick or of wood. 

In some cases, a detail will re-occur several 

times. The explanation, as stated before, is not 

date or period. Several of these instances, such as 

the pec~liar size brick over the winqows around Browns­

burg (Houses 5, 6, 1, 4) and the arch of headers 

over the basement windows in two houses (Houses 23 

and 25) near Raphine, occur near the same conununity. 

Local builders or custom exerted more influence 

in reoccurrence of distinct details than did 

the date of the construction. Other details 
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occasionally re-occur at random, and cannot be 

related to either period or location. 

Similarity to Other 'I' Houses 

The 'I' houses in Rockbridge County in gross 

description are very similar to those described by 

both Glassie and Kniffen. The greatest similarity 

occurs in floor plan, although the central chimney 

described by Glassie is not found. Neither do 

interior chimneys flanking a central hall occur. 

End chimneys are the rule. Subtype I does not 7 1f rc,r)k~ 
::r 

appear to replace subtype II. Brick buildings are 

frequent and not a rarity as expected by Glassie and 

Kniffen. 'I' houses in other areas are constructed 

of wood, stone or perhaps brick; all of these are 

found in Rockbridge County. 51 However, there are 

no 'I·' houses of adobe., as are sometimes found in 

the Southwest. 52 Elevations and fenestration are 

usually synunetrical, as stated by Glassie; however 

51Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses," 
pp., 193-207. 

'52Francaviglia, "Mormon Central Ha 11 Houses, " 
p. 68. 

I 
I 
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in Rockbridge county a five-window arrangement (as 

well as the two and three window) across the upper 

story is conunon. Once again in agreement with 

Glassie's findings, 'I' houses often have a base-

ment, but not always, and they may have a full stone 

foundation. This is not always true in Rockbridge; 

often houses are brick from the ground up. None 

is on piers. 53 The appearance of transoms and 

sidelights is expected and occurs. Other varia­

tions, such as detail and variations in material 

and window treatment, are not discussed in other 

works on 'I' houses, and are presented here as a 

guide to Rockbridge County. 

The 'I' houses studied in Rockbridge are 

constructed as a single unit (not including ell 

and T additions), and did not rise with the addition 

of a second story to a saddle bag or dogtrot cabin, 

which Glassie and Kniffen feel was the origin of 

SlGlassie, 11 Southern Mountain Houses, 11 

pp. 193-~07. 
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many 'I' houses. 54 They do appear as a symbol 

of economic attainment in the farming community, 

thus bearing out Kniffen's statement. 55 But the 'I' 

house, as Glassie found,rernained a popular form 

56 through the nineteenth century. 

Origins in Rockbridge County 

The settlers in Rockbridge County brought 

knowledge of the 'I' house with them from the 

Pennsylvania area. Many contacts across the moun­

tains, with the Tidewater influenced Piedmont area, 

made the Tidewater influence strong in the valley. 

This is stated in both Glassie and Kniffen. 57 

It is well to remember that the Tidewater influence 

was very strong in Rockbridge County. 

54Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses, 11 p. 199. 
Kniffen, 11 Folk Housing, 11 p. 555 .. 

55Kniffen, "Folk Housing, 11 p. 555. 

56Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses, II p. 201. 

57Glassie, "Southern Mountain Houses, II 

pp. 199-207. 
Kniffen, 11 Folk Housing," p. 560. 
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This paper, basically, has attempted to 

describe the 'I' house as it is found in Rockbridge 

County, Virginia. It has described the gross 

appearance of the house, and noted the variations 

of the details. It has compared the 'I' houses 

in the county, attributed similarities to nearness 

in location and suggested a conunon builder as the 

reason for these similarities. It has indicated, 
I 

finally, comparisons between these 'I' houses 
I 

I ! 
and those elsewhere, and it has suggested.origins 

for the ;I' house in Rockbridge. 

I 

I 
/. 
' i 



APPENDIX 

The Houses Surveyed 

1 Brairwood 
2 Brown House 
3 ?fye House 
4 Withrow-Swisher House 
5 Level Loop 
6 Bare House 
7 watts House 
8 Bobbitt House 
9 Maxwelton 

10 Reid House 
11 Mast House 
12 Brownlee House 
13 Davis House 
14 Burch House 
15 Lowry House 
16 Kirkpatrick House . 
17 Crinun House 
18 Sterrett House 
19 Tuscan Villa 
20 MacKay-Williams House 
21 Alexander House 
22 Bryant-Koogler House 
23 Culton-Koogler House 
24 Raphine Hall 
25 Walnut Grove 
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OWNER: Jf:r. & Mrs. Hich8rd Glenn 
ADDRESS: Rt. 1, R1=n::ihine 
LOCATION: 8hnnt 1 ~ile from' 620 in Pis~8h 
LOCATION ON Mfl.P: 1 

FLOOR PIAN: Suhtvue II, VPr18tion D 

1-'.ATERI.IIL: "9r1 ck 
BRICK BOND: Flemish on front And sides, 

com~on on the hack. 
FENEST'RP.'rIONs svmmetr:l c2 l 
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·NUYiBER OF WINnows ON UPPER FLOOR: . three 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WINDOWS: 6 over 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDCWS1 6 over 6 

DOORS: 
NUMBER : Cr.. e 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: 1.P-cy f<=>nliQ;ht 

C0RNICES: ~ol~ed hr1ck 

CHIMNEYS: t~.,,-0 'y-·; ck 
ARRANGEMENTs on~ e-x-tericr., one u8rtially 
PROFILEs ri,qse nP-rro•"1s to interior 

St8Ck 
gsEMENTsfu.11 b?.sement under 'l;oth rooms 

FOUNDATION: ~ric~ to the i:;round 
M.ATERIAL1 

DA~E 0~ q0NSTRUC~ION: c. 1819-1822 

DATKO? PHO~OGRA?H: Merch, 1971 . 

. ,, 

, •t ·, 
. I . •I 

, :, ' I ', Ill 

. , ll •' I f , •. 
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BRIARWOOD 
SCALE: . 1" ::::: 10' 

( 
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Brown House 

OWNER: J. Clemmer Brown 
ADDRESS:Rt. 1, R~ phine 
LOCA~ION: on 2~2 north of Brownsburg 
LOCATION ON MAP: 2 

FLOOR PIAN:~ubtyne II, v~ri8t1on D 

MATERIAL: l,r\ cl{ 
BRICK BOND: fle~tsh on front, co~mon on 

~ides 2nn b~ck 
FENESTR/1.'T'ION: svmmetricA l 

DOORS: 

NUJViBER OF WJ:J\Tr'IQWS ON UPPER FLOOR: three 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WIJ\TJ)OWS: 110n ern 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDCWS1modern 

NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: f~n11~ht 

C0RNICES:woo~ with Italiarnate brackets 

CHIMNEYS: t:wo 1·rr1 c~ 
ARR.ANGEMENT1 exterior 
PROFILE: ,.,Ase n::irrows to the st.qck 

BASEMENT: ful 1 be se:ment 

FOUNDATION: .ves 
MATERIALa stone 

DJITE OF. C01\TS'T'RTTCTI0N': hu1lt 1Ali8, re1'u1 lt 1Rq5 
I 

DATE OF Pf-10:T'OGRfa.P}l: March, 1971 . . . . 

.. 
. ,· .. 
' . 

.. 

'-
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BROWN HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 101 

~ ' .. 
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• Brown House 
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J\Tve Pause 

OWNER: Mr. & Mrs. ~qrv~v Nye 
ADDnESS: ~rrr,rnsl;urq: 
LOCATION: rm 2 52 ne9r :3rownshurg 
LOCATION ON MAP: J 

FLOOR 'PLAN: S uht; vne I , Va ria t 1 on A 

MATERI.AL: -gr i c l{ 
BRICK BOND: FlP.~ish on front, heck end 

s~des 
FENESTRNrIONt syn:rnP.tri c~ 1 

three 

109 

NUMBER OF wrr,.rnows ON UPPER FLOOR: 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WI~TDOWS: 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDCWS1 

6 over 6 
6 over 6 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: one ( t~ere were orit.dnelly two) 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: Squa.re 

cr.RNICES: rno 1 ~ed ~ric~ 

CHIMNEYS: +-wo 1ir1. ck 
·ARH1'NGEMENT1 exte.,..ior 
FRbFILEz 1--igs~ nBr!'ows to st?ck 

BASEMENTz vos 

FOUNDATION: yas 

MATERIALs st.one 

DATE Of ,CONSTRUCTION: 1826 

DATE 0¥ P~OTOGRP~H: Auril, 1q71 

.. , . .. 
I l 

'I I• 

I ,I ' . ' 

'· 
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NYE HOUSE 
/ . · SCALE: 1" = 10' 
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Withrow-Sw~sher House 

OWNER: JV!gtt.,e W8rle 
ADDQESS: Rt. 1, R.?nh1ne 
LOCATION: -gro•·.r vis.,ura: 
LOCATION ON MAP: L1 . 

FLOOR PLAN: Sni-,type I, Vsr1Btion A 

MATERIAL: ..,r-i c'k 
BRICK BO~TD: ~1Pm1sh o~ t:.he front, common 

on the bAck 8nd sides 
FENESTR/l.'T'ION1 syrn..,et:.ric8 l 

11.~ 

NUfiBER OF Wil\TnOWS ON UPPER F'LOOR: fr.ur 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER Wil\TDOWS: 6 01re ~ f.. 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDOWS1q over 6 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: two on lc,..,,.er floor 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sauere 

C~RNICES: ~olded br~ck 

CHIMNEYS: t~·ro l-:lr1 cw: 
ARRANGEMENT• ext""rior 
PROFILE: h~se nerrows : to st~ ck · 

~SEMENT1 yes 

FOUNDATION: ves 
MATERIALi st.one 

DftTE 0~ CC'~!STRTTCTION: 1R27 

n .ATE OF P!10'T10GRAPH: . March, 1q71_ 

.i . 

-~ 

I ' 
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WITHROW~SWISHER HOUSE 
SCALE: . 1" = 10 1 
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Leve1 Loot) 

m.JNER: ~frs. w. W. S"effelfi n~er, Jr. 
ADOPESS: q~owns~ur7. 
LOCATION: On 72li west of 13rowns'l-iura:: 
LOCATION ON MAP: 5 

FLOOR PLAN': Suhtyoe II, VPlriAt 1 on D 

MATERIAL: 11ri ck 
BRICK BOND: ~lA~ish on front P~d sides, 

ca~mon on tre b~ck. 
FENESTRAITIONa ~v~~~~~ic~l 
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NUMBER OF Wif\rnows ON UPPER FLOOR: f1 ve 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WINDOWS: 6 over 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDCWS1 6 over 6 

DOORS: 
NUM'BER:one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT:sauP-re with rour~less 

' 
fiQ:ur~s 

CORNICES:~ol~ea ~ric~ 

CHIMNEYS: two 11-ri c"l(; 
ARR.ANGEMENT1exterior . 
PROFJLE1 st.:=-icl{ nronouncedly n~rrower then 

hsse 
lmSEMENTz YP.S, um1er one room / 

FOUNDATION: ves 
· MATERIAL1 stone 

'I)~ TE OF CONSTRUCTI C'N: 181()-1822 
r-

., 
D~ 'T'E 01.1 P~O,..,OGR.d PH: December, 1q70 

• ,. 
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·~ 
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LEVEL LOOP 
SCALE: 1": ~ 10' 
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B"are House 

OWNER: Mr. ~ Mrs. i!;. ClB ude B"i.=l re 
ADD?ESS: Eockbri~~e S?.ths 
LOC.A'J'ION: on 720 west of 13rownsl-inrA: 
LOCATION ON MAP: 6 

FLOOR PIAN: Suhtvue I, VBr1Bt1on '8' 

MATERIAL: Br.i cl{ 

BRICK BOND: ~lemish on front, sines end 
~ack 

FENESTRP. 'T'ION 1 

118 

NU~BER OF WIN~OWS ON UPPER PLOOR: ~nur 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WIN'DOWS z 6 mrer q 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS I~T LOWER WINDOWS 1 6 av.er Q 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: twc 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: none 

C0RNICES: T"!old e~ .hric1t 

CHIMNEYS: +-:~,o hric-k 
ARRANGEMENT1 exterior 
PROFILE, '"'8 se narrows s li A:htly to sta. ck 

gsEMENTz!:.One 

FOUNDATION: yes 
MATERIALa stone 

• I 

Df TS OF COT\TSTRUCTION: unknown 
) 

I / 

I I . .... 
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BARE HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 10' 
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OWNER: Mr. & Mrs. Fr8ncis Bloxton 
A DDPESS: Rnc1r'"ir ~ cl -:re 13Fit: hs 
LOCATION: on ??a ,S 1'1 cf 13rowrishur'1; 
LOCATION ON MAP: 7 

FLOOR PLAN: Suritvne .I, V~riation C 

1".A TERI.AL: "br t c 1{ 

12a. 

'BRICK BOND: f1o,""1 sh on the front., common on 
t~e sides And ~eek 

FENESTRATION: svm~etrJcAl 
NUMBER OF wn,mows ON UPPER FLOOR: three 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WINDOWS: 6 oveT ~ 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDCWS1 q over 6 

DOOBS: 
NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sqm~re 

cnRNICES: 1"10lrle,j ~.rick 

CHIMNEYS: ~wo '1-ir' r.k 
AFRANGEMENTa exterior 
FROFILEr wide stack 

msEMENTz no 

FOUNDATION: yes 
MATERIAL1 stone 

DATE o~ , c~NSTP.UCTION: 1834 

DATE OF PHOTO~R!FH: March, .1971 

i.:: .. ' I .. , ·· 
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' . 
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6 

WATTS HOUSE 
SCALE: · 1" = 10 1 
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Bohl:>1 tt Bouse 

OWNER: Williem E. Bobhitt 
.ADD'PESS: nockhr1d'1'.P. '9aths 
LOCATION: on 7?.4 west of Br~wnsbur.a: 
LOCATION ON Mfl.P: 8 . 

FLOOR PLAN: Suhtyne II, VA-ri:"tion D" 

~ATERIAL: 13r1c'k" 
BRICK BOND: Flern1sh on the fr8nt, common 

on the sines 8nd hAcl{. 
FENESTRA~ION1 svmM~tric8l 
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NUMBER OF WINnowS ON UPPER FLOOR: three 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WINTIOWS: 6 01rer 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS n,r LOWER WINDOWS r 6 over 6 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: nne 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: squ8re 

CORNICES: wood 

CHIMN~YS: t,~,rn "ri .cl{ 
ABRANGEMENT1 ~xterior 
PROFILEs w1-de s tR ck 

~SEMENTs ~ull hesP.ment under one room 

FOUNDATIONs hricl{ to t~e ~round 
MATERIAL1 

DJ.TE OF , CC1\!STRUCTI0N·: 18JO 

DATE OF .PHO'T'OGR.APH: March, lQ?l. 
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13013"BITT HOUSE 
SCALE: 1''· = 10' 
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·Bobbitt House 
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Maxweltnn 

OWNER: Yrs. Lee McLPu~hlin 
.A DD'RESS: 0 n c 1-(!·,r j a Q'.e BA t hs _ 
LOCATION: on h02 on WP 11r~rs Cr-eel{ 
LOCATION ON MAP: q 

FLOOR PLAN: Subtyne II, V"rlf-ltion D 

MATERIAL: n,r~ c 1( 
BRICK BOND: TlP.~ 1 sh on the front, common 

on the ~~c~ ~n~ sines 
FENESTRJl.'rI0N:~vr,'!'T1etr1 ~81 

DOORS: 

NUf'iBER OF WINnows ON UPPER F'LOOR: -r!iur 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WINDOWS: ~onern 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDOWS, Modern 

12'7 

NUMBER:two, one on unner floor 0 one- on low-er 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sauP-re 

cnRNICES: mn1ded l:,ricl{ 

CHIMNEYS: two hr1 ell: 
ARRANGEMENTs i~terior 
PROFILE: wide stPck 

BASEMENT: yes 

FOUNDATION.: VPS 

MATERIAL, stone 

'D~TE Cf cor.rS'T'RTTCT:ON: 181'Q-1822 

'D~TE OF PHO~OG~fH: Merch 0 1Q71 
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MAXWELTON 
SCALE: 1" = 10' 
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Reed House 
QT.,TNER: StP.rlin~ Reen 
ADD~F,SS: Roc 1rrir1n:.re Bt::1ths 
LOCA'r!ON: rn .< 0 ? on W,'3 l 1rnrs Creel{ 
LOCATION ON MAP:10 

FLOOR PLAN': Surivtne II, VArie.tion D 

MATERIAL: hr~ c1<" 
BRICK 130T\TD:fl.emish on t!"e frnnt, common 

on the sides ~na hack 
FENESTRJI. 'T'I ON: s V'T1rn P. t ri_ c8 l 

NUMBER OF. WH·Jnows ON UPPER F'LOOR: two 

130 

NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WIN'DOWS~ 12 oYer A 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDOWS, 12 over 12 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: two, one on tH:>D 0 r floor, one on lower 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sq 11~re 

CHIMNEYS: tw0 l-)r1 ck 
ARRANGEMENTa ext~rior 
PROFILEt wide st8ck 

BASEMENT: no 

FOUNDATION: V"'!S 

Mlt.TERIALa stone 

D~TE OF C0NS'rRTTC'T'I0N: 1827 
.. 

DATE OF' -prro,i:tOGB.A.PH: March, 1971 
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REED HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 10' 
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MPst Honse 

OWNER: Mr. & Mrs. John M8st 
A DDOF,SS: Roe 1".'1-)r 1 d ~e B!'l t hs 
LOCA't'ION: ::;:ocl(l·rr~d"::e B8ths 
LOCATION ON Mfl.P: 11 

FLOOR PLAN: Sut>tylJe. I, Varie.tton B 

1"ATERIAL: hr~ c'l{ 
BRICK BOND: fle~ish on t~e fr~nt, 

on the bRck and siaes 
1FENESTRA~IONs svm~P,tric~ l 

NUMBER OF WIN~ows ON UPPER FLOOR: 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WI ~TDOWS: 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDCWSa 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: one 

133. 

com"1on 

t.hree 
6 over 6 
q over 6 

TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sauare ~nd entBblature 

C<"'RNI CES : >r. c J a ea 11r 1 c lr 

CHIMNEYS: +wn hr~ ck 
ARRANGEMENT1 P,Xt~rior 
PROFILEz ,._ride sts ck 

BASEMENTiY~S 

FOUNDATION: ~r 1 ck to +he ground 
MATERIAL• 

DftTE 0.F C0NSTRtTCTI0N:1R2J 

D~TE 0~ PHOTOGR~~Ht "Merchv 1Q71 

•· . . ' 
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MAST HOUSE 
SCALE: .1" = 10' 
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'Brownlee House 

OWNER: J.M. Brownlee 
ADDBESS: Rnc~hr1d~e B8ths 
LOCATION: R0ckhr1~~e BPths 
LOCATION ON MAP: 12 

FLOOR PLAN': Suhtyue II, Verlstion D 

1':T.ATERI.AL: wood 
'BRICK l30ND: 

FENESTR/1. 'r I ON I s vmw !"'! t,., 1 ci::i 1 

136 

NUMBER OF WIN"OWS ON UPPER FLOOR: two 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WI1'TDOWS: 6 over 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDOWSa 6 over 6 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: two, one on the unner floor§ one on lower 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sau~re 

CORNICES: w0od 

CHIMNEYS: two ~r1ck ~nn cemP-nt 
ARP...ANGEMENT1 ex:terior 
PROFILE1 h:::>se ne.rrows slightly to steck 

~SEMENTz ves 

FOUNDAT;ION: y~ s 
IWmTERIALa stone 

DA'rE 01:' COT\!STBTTCTION: 1870 

lJ~TE OW PB01'0GRft ~~: Mer ch, 1Q71 
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BROWNLEE ROUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 10! 
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D.Avis House 

OWNER: ~117.A'lieth DAvis 
ADD~ESS: Lexjn~ton 
LOCATION: on 30 ~P.st of R.ockl-:lr1do.;e "9aths 
LOCATION ON MAP: 13 

FLOOR PLAN: Su~tvue II, Variation A 

MATERIAL: woo~ w~th he~ded ~eath~rhoerd 
BRICK 130ND: 

FENESTRATI 0N 1s1~~etr1 c~1 

139 

NUMBER OF WI Nnows ON UPPER FLOOR: three 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WIN'DOWS z 6 o'Trer 6 : 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDOWS1 6 over 6 

DOORS: 
NUMBER:o'1e 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: squ8re 

CORNICES: wood 

CHIMNEYS: two sto!le with hr1 ck steck 
ARRANGEMENT, exterior, Tidew8ter tvue 
PROFILE: ~Bse m'rrows to s+ack 

mSEMENTz no 

FOUNDATION: ves 
MATERIAL• stone 

DftTE o~. COMSTRTTCTTON: u.nknown . 

DATE 0F P~OTOGRAPff: Merch, 1971 
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DAVIS HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 10 1 
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Burch House 

OWNER: Con~ie R. Bnrch 
ADDPESS: Roc~hr1d~e B~ths 
LOCATION: on 623 south of- Rockbrid~e Baths 
LOCATION ON MAP: 14 

I 

FLOOR PtAN~ Suhty~e I, v~r19t1on· B 
I 

I 

MATERIAL: l-i"t" 1 cl{ 

BRICK 130ND:fl.e"T11Sl-i on t"iE' front ~rir'I s1nes 
c~~Mon on the h~ck 

FENESTRATIONs ~Vi':"letr1 c~ 1 
NUMBER OF WINTiOWS ON UPPER FLOOR: two 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WiflTDOWS: '.'nodern 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS If\T LOWER WINDOWS I modern 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: none 

C0RNI CES : molded h.r i c 'k 

CHIMNEYS: two lJr1 ck 
ARRANGEMENTa exterinr 
PROFILE1 ha8e n1=1rrows to the steck 

BASEMENT s none 

FOUNDATION: Yes 
MATERIAL• stone 

DbTE Of CONS'T'RTTCTJON: unl<:"r,own· 

D~TE OF PHOTOGRA~H: ·Mei-ch, 1071 
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BURCH HOUSE 
SCALE: 1• = 10' 
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Lowry Hnnse 

OWNER: S. Todd Lowry 
ADDPESS: Rt. 1, Roc'kbrtd~e B8ths 
LOCATION: 8t the end of 727 ; nePr Turkey H111 
LOCATION ON MAP: 15 

FLOOR PL.AN': SubtyDe II, V1?rietion D 

MA TERI.AL: hr t ck 

145 

BRICK BOND: flc.~ish on fronto common on 
9,~es 8n~ beck, ~lezed heeders 

FENESTRATION, symm~tr1cAl 
NUMBER OF WIN~OWS ON UPPER FLOOR: t~ree 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON , UPPER WINDOWS: 6 ·ov"'!r 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS It-T. LOWER WINDOWS I q OYer 6 

I 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: srn,"'re 

CORNICES: ~olne1 brick 

CHIMNEYS: ti,ro hr1 ck 
ARRANGEMENTa exterior 
PROFILEz wicte steck 

B:ASEMENT s Yes 

FOUNDATION: yc.s 
MATERIAL1 stone 

DPTE 0~ . C01\~STRUC'T'JC'N: 1R2Q 

D!TE OF pc.rorr,OG~P)1: Marc.h, 1071 

11':1 . 
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LOWRY HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 10 1 
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Gable End Lowry House 



OWNER: Mrs. H. T. ~irknetrick 
ADDQESS: Rt. 1, Lexin~ton 
LOCATION: on 602 ,qt; Alone 
LOCATION ON Mft.P: 16 

FLOOR PLAN': Sui.:itype II, Variet1oh ff 

MATERIAL: Briel{ 

149 . 

BRICK BOND: flemish on front, corrirnon on sides 
An~ hAck 

FENESTRNr I ON z s V !!} 1:') ~t r i cg 1 
NUMBER OF WINnows ON UPPER FLOOR:two 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER Wil\TDOWS: 6 over 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS I~ LOWER WINDCWSth ov~r 6 

DOORS: . . 
NUMBER: h•o, on° on m:rn~r floor? one c'!'l lower 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sqnPre 1,1i th sme 11 nenes 

C~RNICES: wood 

CHIMNEYS: two , r~ c~ 
A'RRANGEMENTi exterior 
PROFILEiwtr,e stack 

lmSEMENTz full basement 

FOUND.ATI0Nz ves , . 
MATERIAL, stone 

. ' DftTE OF. C0 '.'!S'TRPCTION: 1857 
I . 

DATE OF :?ffOTOGHf 'D:fi: · Mat'ch,. 1971 

•• J . 

f·I I • ' 

,J • I 

.· . . .. 
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KIRKPATRICK HOUSE 
SCALE: 1 11 = 10 v 
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• 
Kirkpatrick House 



OWNER: Col DRvid M. Crtmm 
ADDQESS: Rt. 4, Lexin~ton 
LOCATION: on f02 near Alone· 
LOCATION ON MAP: 17 

FLOOR PLAN': Subtvue II , VeriPtion D 

MATERIAL: Bri c'lr 
BRICK BOND: ~le~ish on Front, Com~on on 

•--,·".c1,( :;ind sides. 
FENESTR/1. 'rIONt s · .. l;!lmet-rt CP l 
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NUMBER OF WINnows ON UPPER FLOOR: Three 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WINDOWS: 6 over 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDOWS, 6 over .6 

DOORS: 
NUMBER : ore 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sauere with sm91l u~nes 

cnRNICES: woo~ 

CHIMNEYS : two hr t c.1.c 
ARRANGEMENT• exterior 
PROFILEs w~.ne stack 

llSEMENTz none 

FOUND.ATION: hri c1.t to +:he i,;rcunn 
MATERIAL1 

'Oft.TE OF CONSTRUCTTON: 1856- 57 
•' 

DATE OF PHO,,OGRA:PH: Merch, 19?1 . 

• , I 

. . 
' · . I 

, I 
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.. . . ·· , 
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CRIMM HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 10' 
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Crimm House 
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OWNER: 
ADDqESS: 
LOCATION: rm ~01 in Bells' ·v~lley 
LOCATION ON MAP: 18 

FLOOR PLAN: Suhtyne II, V!3r19tion D 

MATERIAL: hricl{ 
BRICK BO!\TJ): flel'1 1 sb on front Pn~ sides, 

c0~~on on the beck 
FENESTRA~IONz sv~~~tr~cPl 

15.S 

NUMBER OF wrNnows ON UPPER FLOOR: three 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WI1'TDOWS z _ q 01.rer 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDOWS1 q over q 

DOORS: / 
NUMBER: 0".'le 

TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: ~~n11~~t 

CHIMNEYS : t:w(") hr 1 ck 
ARRANGEMENT1 pqrtiBlly interior 
PRO FI LE z l•r 1. -4 e st q ck 

msEMENTz fn.11 hASeMen_t 

FOUNDATION: h~~ck to t~e ~round 
MATERIALa 

D/ITE OF CONSTRUCTION-~ 1856 

DIITE OF PHO'rOGRA~~: Merch, 1q71 

,•. ! 

' 

II • • . I .. . . ; 
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STERRETT" HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" ; = 10 1 
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Sterrett House 

[ 



OWNER: ~r. & Mrs. Devid W. Snrunt 
ADD~ESS: Rt. 1, Lex:lnq:-ton 
LOCATION: on 602 snuth of ~ountAin V1ew 
LOCATION ON MAP: 1 O 

FLOOR PLAN: Suhtyne II, VPriation D 

MATERIAL: 1,r"!. c.k 
BRICK BOND: ?lemish on front An1 one sidew 

com~on on one side ~na back 
'FENESTRA~IONs P.sy~m 0 tric~l 
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NUrt.BER OF Wif\TnOWS ON UPPER FLOOR: four 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WI!\TDOWS: 6 oirer q 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS I1'T LOWER WINDOWS 1 0 o~.rer O 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: squ8re (f~n over side 

door) 
1 • CORNICES: .,.,,olde1 1:,rick 

CHIMNEYS: t.i;,.r~ 1:r".' 1 c le 
ARRANGEMENTa Axterior 
PROFILE: b9se mirrows to stAck 

BASEMENTz yes 

FOUNDATION: yes 
MATERIALs stone 

DATE 0~ CO~STRUCTION: 1824 

DJ! 'T1E OF PHO'rOGRP. FF.: 

.. t 

• I• 



( 

I 

I 
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TUSCAN VI LI.A 
SCALE: 1" = 10 1 
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• Tuscan Villa 
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Ol.•TNER: }~r~. Inez Mt:icl{ev w1lliF.1ms 
AUO"QF,SS: Rt. 5, L~xtn<::i:ton . 
LOCATION: of!' 71 ~ ..,. t Ti '!lher n1r1 Q;e 

LOCATION ON MAP: 20 

FLOOR PLAN: Sulit.yi:,e II, V~rietion D 

1'fATERIAL: Sto-,e 
BRICK BOND: 

FENESTRP.TION: S7r.1tT" 0 tr1 ca 1 

16ili 

NUr.BER OF WHPiOWS ON UPPER :PLOOR: t lire e 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON. UPPER WINDOWS: 6 over 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS I~ LOWER WINDOWS10 over q 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sau~re 

CORNICES: woort with a ent 11 work 

CHIMNEYS: two stone 
ARRANGEMENT a i nt~ri or 
PROFILE: wt~e st~ck 

msEMENT: !'10 

FOUNDATION: ~tone to t:he ~ound 
MATERIAL1 

DtiTE OF. CC'~!ST~FCTI ON: 1706 
.. 

DATE 0~ PBOTOGRA~tf: Me~chg 1071 
.. . 

. .. 
I , 

( 

' 

I ' 'I .' '/ 
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• 
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MACKEY- WitLIAMS ROUSE 
SCALE: 1" . = 10' 

I 
I 
I 
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Mackey-Williams House 
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0'.JNER: R. r:r .~te AlAX8nder 
ADD'PESS: F81 rfie ld 
LOCATION: on 710 er-ls+: of F~irfi~ld 

. LOCATION ON MAP:21 

FLOOR PLAN: SuhtyDe II, V~r1at1on D 

M.A TERI/IL: br 1 c 1, 

164 

BRICK BO~TD: fle~~ sh on front ~nd one side, 
ccm~on on one s\~e end hPck 

'FENESTR/1.'rIONs s•rmmetri CA 1 
NU~BER OF WIN~ows ON UPPER FLOOR: ftve 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WII\TDOWS: ,-odern 
Ntn1BER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDOWS1 ~odern 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: ore 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: sq~Pre 

C(')RNICES: molded hric'!.c 

CHIMNEYS :two hrick · 
ARRANGEMENT: extertor 
PROFILE I wj ne Stf.l cir 

msEMENTs no 

FOUNDATION: ves 
MATERIAL! stone 

D/ITE OF CONSTRPCTION: unknown 

DATE OF PHO~OGRAiH: Anril, 117~ 

' ' .. , · 

,·,. I 
'· I 

• I 

' 
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ALEXANDER HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" =10 ' 
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Alexander House 



Srnrnt.KaoqJer House 

OWNER: Mr. & Mrs. Stewert Koo~l~r 
.ADD~ESS: FA1rf~e1d .. 
LOCATION: on 702 nortr of Fairfield 
LOCATION ON MAP: 22 

FLOOR PIAN: 6u~tvpe II, V9rietion C 

M.ATERI.AL: brj c1r 
BRICK 'BOND: 1:.1:,_eT"li sh oh the front, common 

on t~e si~es ?nd the back. 
FENESTRATION1 SV!iI!;19t r i cP1 

NU"MBER OF WIN1!0WS ON UPPER FLOOR: ftve 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WINDOWS:mor.ern 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS I~ LOWER WINDOWSamodern 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM .ARRANGEMENT: ~~nli~ht 

CnRNICES: rriol-ied hrtck 

CHIMNEYS: t,-rc, l-)ri ck 
ARRANGEMENTt ext?-rior 
PROFILE: h~se nBrrows to stack 

BASEMENT: none 

FOUNDATION: 11r,. c'k: to the ~round 
MATERIALa 

DATE OF COTST~UC~ION: 18)1 
I , 

DATE OF PHO~OG~Af~: March; 107~ 

. . .. . 

I ' • ''• 
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. ; .. 
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1· 
I 
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·BRYANT-KOOGLER HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 10 1 
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Bryant-Koogler House 
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Culton-Koo~lP.r House 

OWNER: Mr. & Mrs. Vinc 0 nt 'Ko0-zler 
.ADD'RESS: Rq DJ.i-1.ne 
LOCATION:on 017 snnth of RBnhine 
LOCATION ON M.AP: ?J 

FLOOR PLAN: Subtv-oe II, V8rii=ition D 

"1ATERI.AL: 13..,..ic"k:: 
BRICK BO~TD:Fle~ish on rhe front, common 

on t~e sjne Rr~ ~Ac~. 
FENESTRP.TION1 s v1:1M~trtc~ 1 

DOORS: 

NUMBER OF WINnows ON UPPER FLOOR: f'ive 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WI1'TDOWS: mc1.ern 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS IN LOWER WINDCWS1 Modern 

NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: f/;ln1t~~t with tulip 

pattern 
CORNICES: ~o1~e~ brick 

CHIMNEYS : t ··~ o l-ir i clr 
ARRANGEMENTa eY t: ~Y"ior 
PROFILE: ~Pse nArrows to st~ck 

mSEMENT1 f'ul 1- ~Psement 

FOUNDATION: ,.,~s 
MATERIAL1 ~tone 

0.8'T'S 01:' CC'l"f\TS'!'!1UC'r!ON: unl('nown 

T)ft.TE OF PfTO'rOG~ . .O ~H: ·M~rch O : 1cn1. 

' I 
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CULTON-KrOGLER HOUSE 
SCALE: 1" = 10' 
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c~lton-Koogler House 
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0 1•7NER: Sh8nnon John J,gckson 
.ADocre;ss: R~"Jhir:e or Peleite~. N.M Box 77 
LOC.A'J:'ION: ~-=i"l'.'"iine 
LOCATION ON MAP: 2h 

FLOOR PIAN: Suhtvoe II, VPr1At1on D 

~ATERI.AL: 1-:rri cl<" 
BRICK 'BOND: fl.orr,~ sh on t:he front, common 

on ~he ~Ack Pnd sides. 
FENEST'Rft. 'rI ON I s ·tm~ ~tr 1 C!? l 

173: 

NUf"iBER OF Wil\T1:'0WS ON UPPER PLOOR: five· 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WINDOWS z f., 01ror 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS Il\T LOWER WINDOWS: o Olrer 6 

DOORS: 
NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: ·sauare 

CORNICES: Molde1 ~rick 

CHIMNEYS: tr,ro h-r1.ck 
ARF~NGEMENTz ~XtPrior 
FROFILEs ~ase n9rrows sJi~htly to stec~ 

BASEMENT s ires 

FOUNDATION: ves 
MATERIAL1 stone 

D/\TE OF, j CONSTRUCTION: 1866 

DATE OF PHOT0·1BA~ij: .MRrch, 1q71 

t.·. 
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RAPHINE HALL 
SCALE: 1" = 10 1 
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Wp. lnut Grrwe 

QT,fNER: Vi r~i n19 Polytechnic Inst 1 tute 
ADDQESS: R8 ~hine 
LOCATION: on 606 pqst of Ranhine 
LOCATION ON MAP: 2 5 

FLOOR PL.AN: Su'l:)t~rne II , VPriAtion D 

MATERIAL: "Sri ck 
BRICK BOND: fl""m1.sh on the fr(')nt, 

common on sides And heck 
FENESTRA 'r I mrs s ~.'"!" :m ~tr i CA 1 

176 

NUMBER OF WIN~OWS ON UPPER ·FLOOR: three 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS ON UPPER WIJ\TDOWS: 6 over 6 
NUMBER OF LIGHTS I~T LOWER WINDOWS r 6 ov~r 6 ' 

· DOORS: 
NUMBER: one 
TRANSOM ARRANGEMENT: fAnli~ht with tulip 

pet tern 

cnRNICES: 1"'10lded h:rick 

CHIMNEYS: two hri ck . 
ARHANGEMENTt exterior 
PROFILE: 1:)Pse m:Jrrows to st9.ck 

BASEMENT1 yes 

FOUNDATION: yes 
MATERIAL• stone 

! 

! 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTI0N: 1~21 

~ .. 

,. 

•. 11 ' 

' : , ' 

'· 

' 
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WALNUT GROVE 
SCALE: 1" = 10' 



Walnut Grove 
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