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I N T R O D U C T I O N  - 

The f a l l  o f  1 9 8 9 ,  a  c o n t r a c t  t o  s u r v e y  t h e  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  
r e m a i n i n g  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  o f  P u l a s k i  n o t  c o v e r e d  i n  two p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y  
e f f o r t s  ( t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  Commercia l  D i s t r i c t  and  t h e  P u l a s k i  
H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t )  was awarded  t o  t h e  f i r m  o f  G i b s o n  Worsham 
A r c h i t e c t  o f  C h r i s t i a n s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a .  The r e s e a r c h  and  f i e l d w o r k  were  
p e r f o r m e d  b y  a s u r v e y  t e a m  made u p  o f  G i b s o n  Worsham, H o l l y  O l d e n ,  and  
Mark B i t t l e .  The p r o j e c t  was f u n d e d  u n d e r  a  s u r v e y  s u b - g r a n t  p r o g r a m  
f u n d e d  b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s .  

F i e l d  work p r o c e e d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  and  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 9 0 ,  f o l l o w i n g  
V i r g i n i a  Depar tment  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  g u i d e l i n e s .  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  t h i r d  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  was made i n  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  
o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  t o  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  P u l a s k i  S o u t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  and  
I n d u s t r i a l  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  One h u n d r e d  t h i r t y - f o u r  s i t e s  were  
s u r v e y e d  o u t s i d e  of  a n y  d i s t r i c t ,  c h o o s i n g  t h e  Town b o u n d a r i e s  f o l l o w e d  
i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y  o f  P u l a s k i  County .  U s i n g  t h e  town l i m i t s  i n  p l a c e  
when t h e  U.S.G.S.  map was p u b l i s h e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c t u a l  p r e s e n t  town 

*.-- 
l i m i t s ,  a v o i d e d  d u p l i c a t i o n .  T h r e e  h u n d r e d  t h i r t y - o n e  s i t e s  were  

, s u r v e y e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r i e s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  and  
(,- f i v e  h u n d r e d  t h i r t y - s e v e n  d w e l l i n g s  t y p e d  u s i n g  t h e  method d e t a i l e d  i n  

Append ix  I .  The s i t e s  were  l o c a t e d  on  town t o p o g r a p h i c  maps. 

A h i s t o r i c  c o n t e x t  was d e v e l o p e d  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  
d i v i d i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  town i n t o  t h e m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D o m e s t i c ,  
Government ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  C h u r c h e s ,  I n d u s t r y ,  Commerce and  S o c i a l / C u l t u r a l ,  
Law/Wel fa re  t h i s  c o n t e x t  was u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  p r e s e n t  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The a u t h o r  w i s h e s  t o  t h a n k  Anne B u r g e s s  o f  t h e  Town o f  P u l a s k i  a n d  
Doug P h e l p s  o f  t h e  P u l a s k i  Main S t r e e t  P r o g r a m  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  
t h e  p r o j e c t .  D e b b i e  W a r r e n  a n d  Marci C h u r c h  g a v e  t h e i r  t ime a n d  e n e r g y  
t o  t h e  p r e p a r i n g  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  ma te r i a l s .  D a v i d  E d w a r d s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k s  was a k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a n d  h e l p f u l  g u i d e .  



H i s t o r i c  C o n t e x t  
Town o f  P u l a s k i  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  - L e v e l  S u r v e y  

G i b s o n  Worsham, A r c h i t e c t  

INTRODUCTION 

The Town o f  P u l a s k i ,  t h e  s e a t  of  P u l a s k i  C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i s  
c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  m o u n t a i n o u s  S o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  It  l i e s  a l o n g  P e a k  
C r e e k  b e t w e e n  D r a p e r  M o u n t a i n  a n d  C h e s t n u t  M o u n t a i n ,  a  s p u r  o f  B r u s h y  
R i d g e ,  t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  r i d g e s  which  c u t  a c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
h a l f  of  t h e  c o u n t y .  The c o u n t y ,  which  l i e s  i n  t h e  G r e a t  V a l l e y  b e t w e e n  
t h e  B l u e  R i d g e  a n d  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  M o u n t a i n s ,  was fo rmed  i n  1839  f r o m  
p o r t i o n s  o f  w e s t e r n  Montgomery and  e a s t e r n  Wythe c o u n t i e s .  The town was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  as  P u l a s k i  C i t y  i n  1 8 8 6 .  The name o f  b o t h  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  
town m e m o r i a l i z e  C o u n t  C a s i m i r  P u l a s k i ,  a  nob leman  who was m o r t a l l y  
wounded f i g h t i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  S a v a n n a h  d u r i n g  t h e  
Amer ican  R e v o l u t i o n  ( H u g h e s ,  1 9 8 3 ;  D a t a  Summary, 1 9 7 1 ;  R a n d a l l ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  

O r i g i n a l l y ,  P u l a s k i  C i t y  was known as M a r t i n ' s  Tank ,  M a r t i n ' s  C S t a t i o n ,  a n d  o n  o c c a s i o n  a s  M a r t i n ' s  D e p o t .  M a r t i n ' s  Tank was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  a n d  T e n n e s s e e  
R a i l r o a d  i n  1 8 5 8 ,  l a t e r  N o r f o l k  a n d  W e s t e r n  a n d  now N o r f o l k  S o u t h e r n .  
R o b e r t  M a r t i n  ( 1 7 8 8 - 1 8 5 9 )  o f  A l b e r m a r l e  Coun ty  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 3 4 )  a n d  h i s  
s o n  R o b e r t  D .  M a r t i n  ( 1 8 2 6 - 1 8 9 2 )  a c q u i r e d  7000 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  P e a k  C r e e k  f rom W i l l i a m  H i l l  i n  1 8 4 6 .  T h i s  7000 a c r e s  was a 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  H i l l  had  p r e v i o u s l y  p u r c h a s e d  f rom R o b e r t  
C r o c k e t t  o f  Wythe C o u n t y .  The M a r t i n s  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  p a r c e l  f o r  $ 1 , 0 1 7  
(Deed  Book 1, p .  5 6 0 - 5 6 2 ) .  Of t h i s  t h e  M a r t i n s  g a v e  t e n  a c r e s  t o  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  o n  which  t o  b u i l d  a  s t a t i o n  a n d  a  w a t e r  t a n k  t o  p r o v i d e  s m a l l  
w o o d - b u r n i n g  e n g i n e s  w i t h  enough  w a t e r  t o  make s t e a m  t o  t a k e  them o v e r  
C l a r k ' s  Summit .  D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
o n l y  t h e  t a n k ,  woodyard ,  a n d  f a m i l y  home e x i s t e d  a t  M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n  
( S m i t h ,  p .  3 3 4 ;  Whitman, p .  1 4 ;  "Our  C o u n t y " ,  1 9 7 8 ;  L e t t e r  f r o m  R .  M .  
C a l f e e  3  A u g u s t  1 9 6 2 ) .  

R o b e r t  D .  M a r t i n ,  o n e  o f  P u l a s k i  C o u n t y ' s  p r o m i n e n t  c a t t l e m e n  a n d  
C o u n t y  J u s t i c e ,  h a d  a  s u r v e y  made ( F i g u r e  1)  i n  1 8 7 3  o f  h i s  " M o u n t a i n  
View Home" d o c u m e n t i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s .  I t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h i s  map was p r e p a r e d ,  s u r v e y e d  by n e i g h b o r i n g  l a n d o w n e r  
W i l l i a m  T. Hart ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  s e l l i n g  l o t s  o r  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  
a s  c o m m e r c i a l  and  r e s i d e n t i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  a  town b e g a n  t o  
d e v e l o p .  Land t o  t h e  s o u t h  o n  D r a p e r  M o u n t a i n  was a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  
o f  t h e  " B a l t i m o r e  I r o n  Company" a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  map. Wi th  t h e  o p e n i n g  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  z i n c  f u r n a c e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  b e g a n  t o  i n c r e a s e  
d r a m a t i c a l l y .  I n  1 8 8 4 ,  M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n  was renamed P u l a s k i  S t a t i o n  a n d  
w i t h i n  two y e a r s  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  town ( S m i t h ,  p .  
3 3 4 ;  Whitman,  p .  1 7 ;  L e t t e r  f rom R .  M .  C a l f e e  3  A u g u s t  1 9 6 2 ) .  

Much o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  town o f  P u l a s k i  was a t  o n e  t i m e  among t h e  M a r t i n  
l a n d h o l d i n g s ,  b u t  as t h e  town r a p i d l y  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c e n t e r  a n d  r a i l r o a d  town i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  M a r t i n  s o l d  t h e  
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property to various land companies. Of these companies it was the 
Pulaski Land and Improvement Company, Swansee Land Company, Martin Land 
Company, and Lake Spring Land Company that first began the surveying and 
laying out of the town and grading of the streets (Swaim, 1911). Before 
the town's platting in 1884 and 1888, the commercial and residential 
center lay on the south side of the rails, around the intersection of 
Valley and Commerce Streets. Valley Street was the old Pepper's Ferry 
Road, which had been the primary route through the area since the 
earliest days of settlement, and Commerce or Railroad Street paralleled 
the tracks and Peak Creek. At this time the north side of the tracks was 
marshy and Valley Street lay on higher ground. With the formation of the 
Pulaski Land and Development Company the creek was straightened and 
channelled between drylaid stone walls, resulting in the availability of 
a wide area north of the tracks. In addition, the construction in 1884 
of the Maple Shade Inn by the railroad helped to establish the town. 

The layout presented by the Pulaski Land and Development Company for 
the new part of the town shows a grid of streets east of Valley and north 
of Peak Creek. Although growth of the new part of town was slow at 
first, by the 1890's the old downtown at Commerce and Valley was losing 
businesses to the new Main Street. The residential section to the south 
was laid out during this period and a number of very substantial Queen 

, Anne and vernacular dwellings built there. L- 
During the 80s and 90s, twelve land companies opened offices in 

Pulaski County, the largest being the Pulaski Land and Improvement 
Company. While the town was still Martin's Station, the Pulaski Land and 
Improvement Company had been chartered on 18 March 1884 (Charter Book 1, 
p. 6) by northern capitalists to deal in real estate (Smith, p. 335). It 
was this company which produced a plat of the town north of the railroad 
tracks in 1888 showing the town laid out as far as Thirteenth Street. 
Much of the present central town including the previously nominated 
Pulaski Historic Commercial and Residential Districts, was laid out by 
civil engineer M. Kronalier under the direction of the Pulaski Land and 
Improvement Company who were also responsible for the channelling of Peak 
Creek and the drainage of the swampy bottomland (Data Summary, 1971). 
The company dissolved in 1919 (Certification as to Dissolution). 

The first plan of the new town of Pulaski dates from 1884 and 
appears to be a prospectus for the new town issued by the Pulaski Land 
Company to Philadelphia developers. In 1888, the plat issued by the 
Pulaski Land and Improvement Company incorporated several significant 
changes, chief of them being the addition of graceful curves to Prospect 
Avenue in the Pulaski Historic Residential District, reflecting the 
Picturesque planning style popular in the late nineteenth century. 

A square at the intersection of Washington Avenue and Sixth Street 
is carried over from the first plan, and is one of the most remarkable 
features of the town plan. Apparently conceived of as a subordinary 
center either for narrow urban row house lots or commercial buildings, 
the square sits firmly on a small knob which overlooks the heart of the 
town. Before development and the growth of trees, it must have seemed a 
prominent location from below. An addition to the plan which provides a 
further distinction to the Pulaski Historic Residential District doesn't 
show up on any of the early maps, but probably was incorporated fairly 
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e a r l y .  The e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  a b o v e  F i f t h ,  a n d  p o r t i o n s  o f  
S i x t h  S t r e e t  a s  w e l l ,  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  n a r r o w  b o u l e v a r d s  by  t h e  
i n s e r t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l  med ian  s t r i p s ,  p l a n t e d  w i t h  t r e e s ,  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e d  
w i d t h  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  b y  o m i t t i n g  t h e  u s u a l  g r a s s y  s t r i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t r e e t  
a n d  s i d e w a l k .  

GOVERNMENT, LAW, AND WELFARE 

C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e  

The f i r s t  a r e a  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  r e c o r d  was  made b e t w e e n  1 7 4 5  a n d  1750  
o n  t h e  N e w  R i v e r  a t  D u n k a r d ' s  Bot tom i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
C l a y t o r  Lake S t a t e  P a r k .  I n  1 7 5 6 ,  a  f o r t  was e r e c t e d  o n  t h e  s i t e  a n d  i t s  
p r e s e n c e  e n c o u r a g e d  many new s e t t l e r s  t o  come t o  t h e  a r e a .  A s  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t s  i n c r e a s , e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  t o w n s ,  P u l a s k i  C o u n t y  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1839  w i t h  t h e  town o f  Newbern a s  i t s  f i r s t  c o u n t y  s e a t  
( D a t a  Summary, 1 9 7 1 ) .  

The c o u n t y  s e a . t  r e m a i n e d  a t  Newbern, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e i g h t  m i l e s  t o  
t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  town o f  P u l a s k i ,  u n t i l  1 8 9 5  when a  new c o u r t h o u s e  
was e r e c t e d  i n  P u l a . s k i .  I n  November 1 8 9 3  a  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Newbern 
c o u r t h o u s e .  Much d e b a t e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  f i r e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

\ new c o u r t h o u s e  s i n c e  t h e  town o f  Newbern was n o t  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  new C' r a i l r o a d  r o u t e  ( " O u r  C o u n t y " ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  P u l a s k i ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  was  
r a p i d l y  d e v e l o p i n g  a s  a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  a n d  b y  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h a d  become t h e  c o u n t y ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  
c e n t e r .  F o l l o w i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  r e f e r e n d u m s ,  t h e  town o f  P u l a s k i  became 
t h e  new c o u n t y  s e a t  i n  March 1 8 9 5  a n d  t h e  new c o u r t h o u s e  was c o m p l e t e d  
l a t e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  f o r  t h e  sum of  t w e n t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  
( S m i t h ,  1888 p .  3 5 9 ) .  

The P u l a s k i  Land a n d  Improvement  Company d o n a t e d  l a n d ,  w i t h i n  t h e  
Downtown a r e a  f o r  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  s q u a r e  a n d  j a i l  i n  J u n e  1 8 9 5  (Deed  Book 
1 7 ,  p .  1 7 8 ) .  W h i l e  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  was u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  c o u r t  was h e l d  
i n  t h e  s t i l l  e x t a n t  M a c g i l l  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue 
a n d  T h i r d  S t r e e t .  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 5 9 ;  Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ) .  The t w o - a n d - o n e - h a l f -  
s t o r y  s t o n e  c o u r t h o u s e  o f  1896 was b u i l d  i n  t h e  Romanesque R e v i v a l  s t y l e  
u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  o f  W .  C h a m b e r l a i n  
a n d  Company a n d  t h e  l o c a l  c o n t r a c t i n g  f i r m  o f  M i l l e r  a n d  Warden ( H u g h e s ,  
1983 ;  S m i t h ,  p .  3 5 8 ) .  

H o s p i t a l  

P u l a s k i ' s  f i r s t  h o s p i t a l  was a  s m a l l  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  
b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  C h e m i c a l  Company. I t  was s i t u a t e d  on E a s t  a n d  
Main S t r e e t s  which  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  s i t e  o f  R o u t e  9 9 .  The s e c o n d  
h o s p i t a l  was b u i l t  i n  1926 on R a n d o l p h  Avenue i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  

. R e s i d e n t i a l .  D i s t r i c t  a n d  r e c e n t l y  t o o k  t h e  name " R a n d o l p h  House"  when i t  
,) became a  home f o r  a d u l t s .  The p r e s e n t  P u l a s k i  Community H o s p i t a l ,  b u i l t  

i n  1 9 7 3 ,  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  2400 Lee  Highway ( " O u r  C o u n t y " ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  No 
r e l e v a n t  s i t e s  were  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y .  

U t i l i t i e s  

The P u l a s k i  E l e c t r i c  a n d  L i g h t  Works,  c h a r t e r e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 9 1 ,  
-. ,---- , - - -  -.- 
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e r e c t e d  a  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  F i r s t  S t r e e t  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  
Avenue i n  1 9 0 3 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  S a n b o r n  map o f  1 9 1 3 ,  a n  A p p a l a c h i a n  Power 
Company (APCO) b u i l d i n g  was c i t e d  a s  " n o t  i n  o p e r a t i o n "  ( S a n b o r n  maps 
1 8 9 4 - 1 9 2 0 ) .  The p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  APCO o f f i c e s  i s  b e t w e e n  t h e  P u l a s k i  
T h e a t e r  ( E l k ' s  B u i l d i n g )  a n d  t h e  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e  on Main S t r e e t .  

W a t e r  i n  P u l a s k i  was o b t a i n e d  f rom two w e l l s ,  o n e  l o c a t e d  o n  R o u t e  
11 a n d  a n o t h e r  a b o u t  o n e  h a l f  m i l e  o u t  o f  town o n  Alum S p r i n g  Road.  
S t e a m  pumps c a r r i e d  t h e  w a t e r  i n  t h e s e  two w e l l s  u p h i l l  t o  t h e  s t a n d  p i p e  
n e a r  w h e r e  t h e  h o s p i t a l  c u r r e n t l y  s t a n d s .  A t  o n e  t i m e ,  w a t e r  c o s t  
t w e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s  p e r  t e n  t h o u s a n d  g a l l o n s  w h i c h  was v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  a t  
t h e  t i m e  (Whi tman,  p .  1 7 ;  S o u t h w e s t  T i m e s ,  27 F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 6 ,  9 D ) .  The 
f i r s t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  w a t e r w o r k s  was c h a r t e r e d  1 2  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 1  ( C h a r t e r  
Book 1, p .  1 3 4 )  by  t h e  P u l a s k i  L i g h t  a n d  W a t e r  Company. I n  1 8 9 9  t h e s e  
w o r k s  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  by t h e  town a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t r i c  s e r v i c e  a n d  
c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  name t h e  E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  W a t e r  S u p p l y  
Company ( C h a r t e r  Book 1, p .  1 0 7 ;  Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ) .  The p r e s e n t  w a t e r w o r k s  
c o n t i n u e s  o n  t h e  same s i t e  w i t h i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  
D i s t r i c t .  

The p r i n c i p a l  r e l e v a n t  s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  i s  t h e  
e l e c t r i c a l  s u b s t a t i o n  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  R o u t e  99  e a s t  o f  

, downtown ( 1 2 5 - 1 3 1 ) .  The e l a b o r a t e  b r i c k  t o w e r  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  l a n d m a r k  (I r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e l e c t r i c  e n e r g y .  

F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  

P u l a s k i  was w e l l  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  f i r e  p l u g s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a v i n g  had  a  w e l l - e q u i p p e d  f i r e  
p r e v e n t i o n  company a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  ( S o u t h w e s t  T i m e s ,  27 
F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 6 ,  9 D ) .  The f i r s t  P u l a s k i  Hose Company was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1 8 8 0  
a n d  was l a t e r  o p e r a t e d  by  t h e  P u l a s k i  G r o c e r y  Company a f t e r  it was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 0 2 .  A l t h o u g h  a n  e f f i c i e n t  h o s e  company,  s e v e r a l  
b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e n t i r e l y  d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e  i n c l u d i n g  C .  E .  B o n e s '  L i v e r y  
S t a b l e ,  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  on S i x t h  S t r e e t ,  two  f i r e s  a t  t h e  M i l l e r  a n d  
Warden B u i l d i n g ,  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  p a r s o n a g e  o n  S o u t h  Madison  
Avenue,  t h e  P u l a s k i  F o u n d r y  a n d  Machine  S h o p s ,  a n d  t h e  G a r m o r h u n t  
B u i . l d i n g ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  f i r e  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  h i s t o r y  (Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ;  "Our  
C o u n t y " ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  No r e l e v a n t  s i t e s  were  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y .  

T e l e p h o n e  Exchange  

The S m i t h  B r o t h e r s  who h a d  a  p r i n t i n g  b u s i n e s s  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  
l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  a l s o  o p e r a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  t e l e p h o n e  e x c h a n g e  i n  P u l a s k i .  
They w e r e  a p p r o a c h e d  b y  B .  Laughon a n d  P.  D .  H a l l  who o r g a n i z e d  t h e  
P u l a s k i  T e l e p h o n e  a n d  T e l e g r a p h  Company i n  1 8 9 7 .  I n  a g r e e m e n t  t o  o p e r a t e  
t h e  e x c h a n g e ,  Laughon a n d  H a l l  f i n a n c e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  on Main S t r e e t  t o  h o u s e  b o t h  t h e  News-Review, t h e  S m i t h ' s  p a p e r ,  C) a n d  t h e  e x c h a n g e .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h i s  p r o v e d  u n p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  S m i t h  
B r o t h e r s  s o  t h e y  g a v e  it u p .  I n  t i m e  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f f i c e  became 
u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  a n  e c o n o m i c a l  p r i n t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  s o  t h e y  s o l d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
a n d  moved t o  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  on T h i r d  S t r e e t  N o r t h  ( L e w i s  S m i t h ,  
1 9 3 9 ;  S a n b o r n  map - n o  d a t e ) .  No r e l e v a n t  s i t e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
s u r v e y .  



EDUCATION - 

P o o r  a n d  m i d d l e  c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  e d u c a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  
1870  when t h e  f r e e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  was  e s t a b l i s h e d .  By 1 8 8 0 ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  t h i r t y - t w o  s e g r e g a t e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  P u l a s k i  C o u n t y  f o r  b o t h  
b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s .  The f i r s t  s c h o o l s  were  u n g r a d e d  a n d  c l a s s  was h e l d  
o n l y  f o u r  months  a  y e a r .  P u p i l s  l e a r n e d  t h e  a l p h a b e t  a n d  how t o  r e a d  and 
w r i t e .  H i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  was a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  a c a d e m i e s  f o r  b o y s  a n d  
s e m i n a r i e s  f o r  g i r l s  b u t  o n l y  f o r  t h o s e  o f  w e a l t h  (Whi tman,  p .  26 ;  S m i t h ,  
p .  3 0 7 ) .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  S y s t e m  i n  P u l a s k i  C o u n t y  
1906-1907 ,  t h e  number o f  s c h o o l s  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  f i f t y  w i t h  a n  
e n r o l l m e n t  r a t e  o f  2 , 8 0 0  w h i t e s  a n d  620 b l a c k s  ( P u l a s k i  C o u n t y  - 
James town E x p o s i t i o n ,  p .  8 4 ) .  Those  s c h o o l s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  
D r a p e r  V a l l e y  Academy e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 7 3 ,  G e o r g e  W a l k e r ' s  S c h o o l  a t  
D u b l i n ,  D u b l i n  I n s t i t u t e ,  a n d  t h e  S a y e r s  S c h o o l  w h i c h  a p p a r e n t l y  b e f o r e  
1 9 0 3  became t h e  P u l a s k i  I n s t i t u t e  ( S m i t h ,  p .  308-309;  Whitman, p .  2 6 ,  
S a n b o r n  Map 1 9 0 3 ) .  

The f i r s t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  P u l a s k i ,  a  s m a l l  f r a m e  one-room b u i l d i n g  
on W a t e r  S t r e e t ,  i s  s a i d  t o  r e m a i n  s t a n d i n g  t o d a y  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e .  I t  was  

,_._- l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  l a t e r  s i t e  o f  t h e  C o l o r e d  S c h o o l  B u i l d i n g .  P r i o r  t o  
( L - t h i s ,  s c h o o l  was t a u g h t  i n  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  

s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  V a l l e y  a n d  F i r s t  S t r e e t s  S o u t h  which  was known a s  
B e r t h a  H a l l .  The C a l f e e  S c h o o l  House s t o o d  n e a r b y  (Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ;  
S o u t h w e s t  T i m e s ,  27 F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 6 ,  1 5 D ) .  

I n  1 8 8 9  a n  e i g h t - r o o m  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  was e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
R a n d o l p h  a n d  F o u r t h  S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t  
a n d  u s e d  a s  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g .  I t  h a s  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d  a n d  i s  
t o d a y  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C l i n i c .  I t  r e m a i n e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  o n l y  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  u n t i l  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  s t r u c t u r e  o n  
W a s h i n g t o n  S q u a r e  a t  S i x t h  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue was c o n v e r t e d  
i n t o  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  known a s  t h e  S a y e r s  S c h o o l .  I n  1 9 0 3 ,  a  S a n b o r n  Map 
shows t h e  o l d  c h u r c h  s i t e  t o  b e  t h e  home o f  t h e  P u l a s k i  I n s t i t u t e ,  a  
p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t y ,  wh ich  l a t e r  became t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l .  
The t w o - s t o r y  s c h o o l  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  s t o n e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  w h i c h  
c a u g h t  f i r e  a r o u n d  ' t he  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  i n  i t s  f i r s t  f l o o r .  I t  i s  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t  (Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ;  
S o u t h w e s t  T i m e s ,  27 F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 6 ,  1 5 D ) .  

I n  1 8 9 0 ,  a  f o u r - r o o m  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  b l a c k  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  West  Ward, t h e  b l a c k  s e c t i o n  o f  town.  I t  accommodated  
f o u r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  two h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - f i v e  c h i l d r e n  ( S o u t h w e s t  T i m e s ,  
27 F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 6 ,  1 5 D ) .  

A number o f  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  s c h o o l s  a r e  s t i l l  e x t a n t  i n  
P u l a s k i  a n d  w e r e  s u r v e y e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C a l f e e  

- T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  ( 1 2 5 - 3 4 )  on  Main S t r e e t ,  a  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  d a t i n g  f rom 1 9 3 9 ,  t h e  b r i c k  t w o - s t o r y  Northwood 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  ( 1 2 5 - 5 5 )  a  C o l o n i a l  s t r u c t u r e  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
town ,  t h e  P u l a s k i  High S c h o o l  (now M i d d l e  S c h o o l )  ( 1 2 5 - 6 3 )  a  b r i c k  1 9 4 0 s  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  two  s t o r i e s  on  a  h i l l  o v e r l o o k i n g  P u l a s k i  
f rom t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  a n d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  ( 1 2 5 - 8 - 3 2 7 )  i n  

- 7 
--- 

7-'---r-- r ; 



t h e  P u l a s k i  S o u t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  a  one-  
s t o r y  c l a s s i c a l l y  d e t a i l e d  twen ty - room s c h o o l ,  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  1 9 2 0 s .  

CHURCHES 

A s  o f  a b o u t  1907  t h e r e  were  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i f t y  c h u r c h e s  i n  P u l a s k i  
C o u n t y ,  w i t h  t h i r t y - f i v e  w h i t e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a n d  f i f t e e n  c o l o r e d  ( P u l a s k i  
Coun ty - James town E x p o s i t i o n ,  1 9 0 7 ) .  A s  o f  1890  t h e r e  w e r e  n i n e  c h u r c h e s  
i n  t h e  town o f  P u l a s k i ,  m o s t  o f  which  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  town,  i n c l u d i n g  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  on Magaz ine  S t r e e t ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  on R a n d o l p h  
Avenue,  F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h ,  F i r s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  F i r s t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  New C e n t u r y  A f r i c a n  
M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  C l a r k ' s  C h a p e l  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  a n d  
T r i n i t y  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  ( H u g h e s ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  

The f i r s t  c h u r c h  i n  M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n ,  now t h e  Town o f  P u l a s k i ,  was 
t h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h .  I n  1879  R o b e r t  D .  M a r t i n ,  a P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  d o n a t e d  
l a n d  o n  w h i c h  was t o  b e  b u i l t  a  P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h .  The 
E p i s c o p a l  c o n g r e g a t . i o n  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  w o r s h i p p i n g  a t  o l d  
" C l a r e m o n t " ,  t h e  home o f  M r .  a n d  Mrs. M a c g i l l ,  s i n c e  1 8 7 0 .  The c h u r c h  
was b u i l t  on t h e  O l d  D r a p e r ' s  V a l l e y  Road w h i c h  c r o s s e d  D r a p e r ' s  M o u n t a i n  
( e v e n t u a l l y  renamed V a l l e y  S t r e e t )  a n d  was known a s  t h e  M a c g i l l  M e m o r i a l  

,\ C h a p e l .  The b u i l d i n g  was s o l d  i n  1889 a n d  somet ime  a f t e r  t h a t  was 
I 

( .  r e m o d e l e d  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e  (Deed  Books 7 ,  p .  279 a n d  1 2 ,  p .  3 3 3 ;  S m i t h ,  p .  
3 1 2 ;  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  E p i s c o p a l  m i n i s t e r  on 9  May 1 9 8 5 ) .  

I n  1 8 9 7 ,  a  new E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  P u l a s k i  o n  S i x t h  
S t r e e t  i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t .  A f t e r  s i t t i n g  h a l f  
c o m p l e t e d  a n d  i d l e  f o r  some t i m e  d u e  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  l i e n s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  
h e a t e r  was lit f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s e r v i c e s  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  n e x t  d a y  a n d  t h e  
c h u r c h  was d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e .  The w a l l s  were  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  S a y e r s  S c h o o l  w h i c h  s t o o d  on t h e  s i t e  u n t i l  b e i n g  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  
N u n n a l l y  A p a r t m e n t s  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 1 2 ) .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 0 8  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  
o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  C h r i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church  on W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue i n  t h e  
P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  Commerc ia l  D i s t r i c t  was l a i d  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 1 3 ) ,  t h e  l a n d  
b e i n g  d o n a t e d  by L. S .  C a l f e e  (Deed Book 2 4 ,  p .  2 6 5 ) .  

I n  1 8 8 0 ,  s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  Newbern M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  b e g a n  
w o r s h i p p i n g  i n  a  l i t t l e  s c h o o l h o u s e  on W a t e r  S t r e e t  i n  M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n .  
L a t e r  i n  1 8 8 7 ,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g ,  known as 
B e r t h a ' s  C h a p e l ,  a t  V a l l e y  a n d  F i r s t  S t r e e t s .  I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  t h e  n e x t  
y e a r ,  L.  S .  C a l f e e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  E l l a  d o n a t e d  a  l o t  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  F i r s t  
a n d  Lake S t r e e t s  S o u t h  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  new M e t h o d i s t  b u i l d i n g  
known as t h e  S t e w a r t  Memor ia l  Church .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  s e r v e d  t h e  
c o n g r e g a t i o n  u n t i l  c a .  1916  when t h e  p r e s e n t  F i r s t  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  o n  
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  T h i r d  S t r e e t  N o r t h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  
P u l , a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t .  I n  1 9 4 5 ,  a  t h r e e - l e v e l  e d u c a t i o n  
f a c i l i t y  was a d d e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  ( H u g h e s ,  1 9 8 0 ;  S m i t h ,  p .  3 4 4 ) .  

;$ 
K- ' 

A s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 0 3  a  " c o l o r e d  c h u r c h "  o c c u p i e d  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  
O p e r a  House on F i r s t  S t r e e t  n e a r  Commerce. Be tween  1 9 0 3  a n d  1908  t h e  New 
C e n t u r y  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  c o n g r e g a t i o n  c o n s t r u c t e d  a 
c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  o n  S e c o n d  S t r e e t  ( M a i n )  w e s t  o f  R a n d o l p h  i n  
t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t  ( S a n b o r n  maps 1 9 0 3  a n d  1 9 0 8 ) .  



E a r l y  i n  1 8 8 0 ,  R e v e r e n d  W .  E .  H i l l  o f  L a u r e l  H i l l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  was h o l d i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  a  s m a l l  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a t  M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n  
( S m i t h ,  p .  3 4 5 ) .  On 16  J u l y  1 8 9 0 ,  M r .  a n d  Mrs. L. S .  C a l f e e  d o n a t e d  a  l o t  
o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue a n d  F i r s t  S t r e e t  S o u t h  f o r  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  c h u r c h  (Deed  16  J u l y  1 8 9 0 ) .  I n  1 8 9 2 ,  t h e  b r i c k  
c h u r c h  w i t h  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows,  a  t a l l  s p i r e ,  a n d  o r n a t e  s a n c t u a r y  was 
b u i l t .  I t  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  r a z e d  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 4 5 ) .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 1 2 ,  t h e  
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church  a c q u i r e d  f i v e  l o t s  on  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue a n d  
F o u r t h  S t r e e t  Nor th ,  i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t .  The 
c o r n e r s t o n e  was l a i d  i n  1 9 2 4  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  moved i n  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 4 5 ) .  

I n  1 8 7 8 ,  t h e  R e v e r e n d  J .  M .  Luck o f  D u b l i n  was c a r r y i n g  h i s  B a p t i s t  
m i n i s t r y  t o  M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n .  By 1 8 8 8 ,  a  t w e l v e  member c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a d  
b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  Luck a s  i t s  p a s t o r .  By d e e d  o f  g i f t  27 J u n e  1 8 9 1 ,  
t h e  P u l a s k i  Land a n d  Improvement  Company c o n v e y e d  L o t  3  B l o c k  ' A '  i n  t h e  
P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  s m a l l  g r o u p  (Deed  Book 1 5 ,  
p .  1 2 ) .  The F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church  o f  P u l a s k i  on  R a n d o l p h  S t r e e t  was o n e  
o f  t h e  l a r g e r  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  w h i t e  f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a n  i m p o s i n g  s p i r e ,  b u t  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  r e m o d e l e d ,  e n l a r g e d ,  
a n d  b r i c k - c a s e d .  The o r i g i n a l  s a n c t u a r y  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  new 
b u i l d i n g  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 4 3 ) .  

I 

\ 
The L u t h e r a n  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  i n  P u l a s k i  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1888 

w i t h  t e n  c h a r t e r  members.  I n  1 8 8 9 ,  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  was  l a i d  a n d  by  t h e  
n e x t  summer t h e  T r i n i t y  L u t h e r a n  Church  was c o m p l e t e d .  I t  was  d e d i c a t e d  
on 1 7  J u l y  1 8 9 0 .  Somet ime l a t e r  t h e  c h u r c h  name was c h a n g e d  t o  t h e  
Women's Memor ia l  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  Church  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  renamed t h e  
T r i n i t y  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h .  The l o t  i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  
R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t  was d o n a t e d  by  P. L. T e r r y  a n d  w i f e  Mary b y  d e e d  on 
1 M:ay 1 8 9 4  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 4 2 ,  "Our  C o u n t y " ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  

A s  e a r l y  as  1 8 7 8  t h e  R e v e r e n d  J .  T. S h o w a l t e r  was coming  f r o m  
S n o w v i l l e  t o  c o n d u c t  C h r i s t i a n  ( D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t )  s e r v i c e s  a t  M a r t i n ' s  
S t a t i o n .  By t h e  e a r l y  8 0 s  t h e r e  was a  twenty-member  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
w o r s h i p p i n g  i n  a  s m a l l  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  on W a t e r  S t r e e t  u n d e r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
o f  t h e  R e v e r e n d  E.  C .  S t a r k .  I n  May 1 8 9 1  t h e  F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  
a c q u i r e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  
D i s t r i c t  on J e f f e r s o n  Avenue N o r t h  a n d  by t h e  n e x t  y e a r  t h e  w h i t e  f r a m e  
h o u s e  o f  w o r s h i p  was c o m p l e t e d .  I n  1932 t h e  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  was e n c a s e d  
i n  b r i c k .  The F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  Church  was f o u n d e d  b y  members o f  C y p r e s s  
G r o v e  Church  i n  S n o w v i l l e  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 4 3 ,  "Our  C o u n t y " ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  

O n l y  t w o  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g s  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  S o u t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  
a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  t o d a y ,  t h e  M a c g i l l  Memor ia l  C h a p e l  ( 1 2 5 -  
8 - 1 1 6 )  o n  V a l l e y  S t r e e t ,  a  s i m p l e  f r a m e  n a v e - p l a n  c h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e  c . 1 9 4 0  
F i r s t  P e n t e c o s t a l  Church  a t  F i r s t  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  ( 1 2 5 - 8 - 3 2 8 ) ,  a G o t h i c  

- b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  I n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  a r e a  o u t s i d e  t h e  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s  no  
( c h u r c h e s  w e r e  s u r v e y e d .  - 

INDUSTRY 

P u l a s k i  C o u n t y  was o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  boom a r e a s  o f  S o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  
f r o m  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  u n t i l  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 s .  
A l t h o u g h  a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  income was o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  
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a g r i c u l t u r e ,  P u l a s k i  p r o f i t e d  f rom t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d i n g ,  m i n i n g ,  
a n d  s m e l t i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  

M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  h e a v y  i n d u s t r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  b i g  
bend  o f  P e a k  C r e e k  w e s t  o f  t h e  town i n  1880  ( C h a r t e r  Book 1, p .  2 - 5 ) .  
B e r t h a  Z i n c  a n d  M e t a l  Company g r e w  r a p i d l y  a n d  b y  1890  had  e x p a n d e d  t o  
i n c l u d e  t e n  f u r n a c e s  making i t  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  f u r n a c e s  i n  A m e r i c a .  A 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  i t s  g r o w t h  was t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A l t o o n a  C o a l  
a n d  I r o n  Company, c h a r t e r e d  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  which  g a v e  t h e  B e r t h a  Z i n c  Works i t s  
own f u e l  s u p p l y  a t  t h e  A l t o o n a  m i n e s .  The m i n e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  n o r t h w e s t  
o f  t h e  town a n d  c o n n e c t e d  by  a  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  w i t h  t h e  f u r n a c e s  ( S m i t h ,  
p .  318-320 ,  3 5 5 ;  Whitman,  p .  2 0 ;  Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ;  P u l a s k i  Co. p .  6 7 ) .  The 
Z i n c  Works w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  much o f  t h e  e a r l y  g r o w t h  o f  P u l a s k i ;  
h o w e v e r ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  i n i t i a l  s u c c e s s ,  t h e  B e r t h a  Z i n c  a n d  M e t a l  Company 
c e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  1910  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 2 2 ;  L e t t e r  R .  D .  C a l f e e ,  3  A u g u s t  
1 9 6 2 ) .  I t s  manager  Thomas J o n e s ,  a  Welshman, b u i l t  o n e  o f  t h e  P u l a s k i  
H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t ' s  g r a n d e s t  a n d  e a r l i e s t  h o u s e s .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  town o f  P u l a s k i  C i t y ,  P u l a s k i  
I r o n  Company ( P I C O ) ,  b u i l t  by  A .  J .  D u l l  a n d  A s s o c i a t e s  o f  H a r r i s b u r g ,  
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  b e g a n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 8 8  e a s t  o f  t h e  town c e n t e r .  
I t  o p e r a t e d  i t s  own c o a l  a n d  c o k i n g  f a c i l i t y  i n  Wes t  V i r g i n i a .  PICO, a t  

- i t s  p e a k  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r y ,  i n  1907  p r o d u c e d  1 5 0  t o n e s  o f  p i g  
( i r o n  p e r  d a y  f rom o r e  mined i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a s  w e l l  

as  w i t h i n  two m i l e s  o f  t h e  town.  PICO e v e n t u a l l y  became t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  
t h e  G e n e r a l  C h e m i c a l  Company a n d  t h e  company c e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  
g r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n .  P o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  f u r n a c e  r e m a i n  s t a n d i n g  ( S m i t h ,  p .  
320-322 ;  P u l a s k i  C o . ,  p .  6 8 ;  L e t t e r  R .  D .  C a l f e e  3  A u g u s t  1 9 6 6 ) .  

One m i l e  e a s t  o f  PICO was l o c a t e d  Dora  F u r n a c e .  B u i l t  i n  1 8 9 0 ,  i t  
was named a f t e r  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  George  T .  M i l l s  who s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  
f u r n a c e ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  Dora  was  a c q u i r e d  by  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
I r o n ,  C o a l  a n d  Coke Company, a  r e g i o n a l  s y s t e m  o f  f u r n a c e s  w h i c h  
c o n t i n u e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  a  l a r g e  f o u n d r y  a n d  m a c h i n e  s h o p  u n t i l  
i t s  l a s t  b l a s t  i n  1920  ( S m i t h ,  p .  321-322;  P u l a s k i  C o . ,  p .  6 8 ,  7 0 ) .  

The e n d  o f  t h e  z i n c ,  i r o n ,  a n d  c o a l  y e a r s  i n  P u l a s k i  C o u n t y  b e g a n  
w i t h  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  B e r t h a  Z i n c  Works.  A l t h o u g h  t h e  N e w  R i v e r  V a l l e y  
s t i l l  c o n t a i n e d  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f  i r o n  o r e ,  P u l a s k i ' s  i r o n  i n d u s t r i e s  
c o u l d  n o t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  t h e  e c o n o m i c a l  s t e a m  s h o v e l  m i n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  
b e i n g  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  h u g e  i r o n  o r e  d e p o s i t s  a r o u n d  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  
( S m i t h ,  p .  3 2 2 ) .  

The G e n e r a l  C h e m i c a l  Company came t o  P u l a s k i  i n  c a .  1920 a n d  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s m a l l  p l a n t  known a s  P u l a s k i  M i n i n g .  The B u n t s  B r o t h e r s ,  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  w e r e  t h e  n e x t  
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  f a c t o r y  a n d  m a c h i n e  s h o p  o n  

- F i r s t  S t r e e t  w h i c h  ' t hey  l a t e r  s o l d  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  C h e m i c a l  Company, who 
c o n t i n u e d  i t s  o p e r a t i o n .  I n  1 9 5 3 ,  t h e  works  w e r e  s h u t  down a n d  s o l d  

(-' (Whi tman,  p .  2 1 ) .  

S h o r t l y  t h e r e a l t e r ,  R o b e r t  B u n t s  b u i l t  t h e  P u l a s k i  F o u n d r y  a n d  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  B e r t h a  p l a n t  i n  t h e  west e n d  
o f  town.  Somet ime L a t e r  R o b e r t  s o l d  t h e  f o u n d r y  t o  t h e  A .  G .  McKee 
Company o f  C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o .  The McKee Company owned a n d  o p e r a t e d  t h e  
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p l a n t  u n t i l  g o i n g  b a n k r u p t  d u r i n g  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  The b a n k s  t o o k  c o n t r o l  
o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  u n t i l  it was s o l d  t o  t h e  Amer ican  P i g m e n t  Company, w h i c h  
u t i l i z e d  o r e s  mined i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  (Whi tman,  p .  
2 1 ) .  

I n  March 1 9 2 2 ,  t h e  P a u l  K n i t t i n g  M i l l s  Company was c h a r t e r e d  i n  
P u l a s k i  ( C h a r t e r  Book 3 ,  p .  9 4 ) .  Thomas W a l l n e r ,  who was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  m i l l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Maid H o s i e r y  M i l l s  Company n e a r b y .  
A n o t h e r  m i l l ,  Dobson M i l l s ,  b u i l t  by  J .  C .  Dobson,  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n f a n t  
h o s i e r y .  Upon D o b s o n ' s  r e t i r e m e n t ,  J .  E .  S a d l e r  b o u g h t  t h e  m i l l  a n d  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  it as  S a d l e r  M i l l s  (Whi tman,  p .  2 1 ) .  

I n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  two f u r n i t u r e  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  P u l a s k i .  The 
Coleman B r o t h e r s  f o u n d e d  Coleman F u r n i t u r e  i n  1 9 2 8 ,  a n d  P u l a s k i  
F u r n i t u r e ,  c h a r t e r e d  i n  J u n e  1 9 2 4 ,  b u i l t  a  b i g  p l a n t  b y  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  
d e c a d e  ( C h a r t e r  Book 3 ,  p .  273 ,  p .  1 5 1 ) .  S t r u g g l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
D e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  two c o m p a n i e s  merged a n d  g rew t o  become o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
p r o m i n e n t  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  (Whi tman,  p .  2 1 ) .  Coleman F u r n i t u r e  
b u i l t  a s e r i e s  o f  s i m i l a r  b u n g a l o w s  on P r o s p e c t  Avenue i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  
H i s t o r i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t  f o r  i t s  m a n a g e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  g r o u p s  o f  
b u n g a l o w s  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  town.  

,- 

The P u l a s k i  V e n e e r  Company, b u i l t  by  C .  E .  R i c h a r d s o n ,  was C ' e v e n t u a l l y  b o u g h t  b y  t h e  R a d i o  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a  who c o n t i n u e d  i t s  
o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  l a b o r  s t r i f e  f o r c e d  them t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  p l a n t .  A f t e r  
s i t t i n g  i d l e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  R i c h a r d s o n  a n d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  b o u g h t  b a c k  
t h e  p l a n t  a n d  o p e r a t e d  it u n d e r  t h e  name o f  P u l a s k i  V e n e e r  a n d  F u r n i t u r e  
Company, now P u l a s k i  F u r n i t u r e  (Whi tman,  p .  2 1 ) .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  h e a v y  i n d u s t r i e s ,  P u l a s k i  s u p p o r t e d  s e v e r a l  wood 
w o r k i n g  p l a n t s ,  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  o u t p u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  
s e v e r a l  f l o u r i n g  m i l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P u l a s k i  R o l l e r  Mills a n d  a  l a r g e  
m i l l  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  I r o n  C o a l  a n d  Coke Company which  p r o d u c e d  
i n  1907  o v e r  150 b a r r e l s  o f  f l o u r  p e r  d a y  ( P u l a s k i  C o . ,  p .  7 0 ) .  

The s u r v e y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s i t e s  o f  t h e  B e r t h a  Z i n c  a n d  M i n e r a l  Company 
( 1 2 5 - 1 0 4 ) ,  t h e  PICO I r o n  w o r k s  ( 1 2 5 - 1 3 3 ) ,  t h e  P u l a s k i  F o u n d r y  ( 1 2 5 - 1 2 8  
a n d  1 3 0 ) ,  a f l o o r i n g  m i l l  ( 1 2 5 - 1 0 9 )  a n d  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Maid H o s i e r y  M i l l  
( 1 2 5 - 1 0 5 ) .  I n  t h e  P u l a s k i  S o u t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  H i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t  t h e  o f f i c e ,  c o m m i s s a r y ,  a n d  w o r k e r  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  h o u s i n g  o f  t h e  
B e r t h a  Z i n c  a n d  M i n e r a l  Company w e r e  s u r v e y e d ,  b u t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  B e r t h a  
Z i n c  p l a n t  h a s  b e e n  a l t e r e d  a n d  was n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  A 
l a r g e  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  s i t e  d o e s  a p p e a r  t o  d a t e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p e r i o d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The PICO s i t e  i s  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t ,  
b u t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  h e a d e d  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n .  The main  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  t a l l  
c h i m n e y  i s  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  a n d  i s  s imi la r  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  t o  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  
e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  T r e d e g a r  I r o n  Works i n  Richmond.  

C: COMMERCE 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  C h a t a i g n e ' s  B u s i n e s s  D i r e c t o r y  a n d  G a z e t e e r  f o r  1880-  
1881, t h e r e  w e r e  some s i x t y - f i v e  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  t r a d e s m e n  i n  b u s i n e s s  i n  
P u l a s k i  C o u n t y  b y  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  i n c l u d e d  g e n e r a l  
m e r c h a n t s ,  d r u g g i s t s ,  c a t t l e  d e a l e r s ,  c o a c h  a n d  wagon m a k e r s ,  h a r n e s s  a n d  
s a d d l e  m a k e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  b u i l d e r s ,  c a b i n e t  m a k e r s ,  c o a l  d e a l e r s ,  l i q u o r  
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d e a l e r s ,  a  m e r c h a n t  t a i l o r ,  a  m i l l i n e r ,  a  w a t c h m a k e r ,  a  j e w e l e r ,  a n d  a  
p h o t o g r a p h i c  s t u d i o .  Of t h e s e  s i x t y - f i v e  b u s i n e s s e s ,  o n l y  s i x  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  a t  M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n .  M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n  r a n k e d  t h i r d  a f t e r  Newbern 
a n d  D u b l i n ,  e a c h  w f t h  t w e n t y - t w o  b u s i n e s s e s .  

A f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  P u l a s k i  o v e r t o o k  D u b l i n  a n d  Newbern,  a n d  
r a p i d l y  became t h e  a r e a ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r .  The main  b u s i n e s s  a r e a ,  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  p l a t t i n g  i n  1 8 9 2 ,  d e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
o f  V a l l e y  a n d  Commerce S t r e e t s  which  a r e  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  An 1884  map o f  M a r t i n ' s  Tank b y  J .  W .  Deis te r  
i l l u s t r a t e s  some o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  A t  t h i s  
t i m e  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  t h e  downtown a r e a  was  m a r s h y  a n d  V a l l e y  S t r e e t  
l a y  on much h i g h e r  g r o u n d  ( S m i t h ,  p .  334 ;  Whitman,  p .  2 0 ) .  

Mos t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  on K e i s t e r ' s  1884  map h a v e  s i n c e  
b e e n  t o r n  down a n d  t h e i r  s i t e s  l a r g e l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  J e f f e r s o n  M i l l s ,  a  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t .  J o r d a n ' s  Drug S t o r e  o c c u p i e d  a  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  o n  
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  V a l l e y  S t r e e t ,  a n d  K e i s t e r ' s  Drug ( # 7 ,  f i g u r e  2 )  was  
a b o u t  a  h a l f  b l o c k  f u r t h e r  s o u t h  on t h e  same s i d e  o f  V a l l e y .  J o r d a n ' s  
Drug S t o r e  l a t e r  moved t o  Main S t r e e t  ( S m i t h ,  p .  502-503;  Whitman,  p .  
2 0 ) .  

A c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  d r u g g i s t  was t h e  P u l a s k i  Hardware  (I Company. To i t s  s o u t h  was t h e  M o e l i c k  a n d  R o b i n s o n  G r o c e r y  S t o r e ,  a n d  t o  
i t s  n o r t h  was t h e  Askew C l o t h i n g  Company p r e s e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  a s  H a t c h e r ,  
Askew a n d  Company o n  Main S t r e e t  i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  H i s t o r i c  Commerc ia l  
D i s t r i c t .  The P h e l p s  Dry Goods S t o r e  was l o c a t e d  down t h e  s t r e e t  i n  t h e  
Loan a n d  T r u s t  B u i l d i n g ,  b u i l t  i n  1887  (Whi tman,  p .  2 0 ) .  

The f i r s t  s t o r e  i n  M a r t i n ' s  Tank i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  owned b y  t h e  
C a l f e e  B r o t h e r s  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Commerce a n d  V a l l e y  S t r e e t s .  I t  was a  
g e n e r a l  m e r c h a n d i s e  s t o r e  ( # 1 7 ,  f i g u r e  2 ) ,  p o s s i b l y  f o u n d e d  u n d e r  t h e  
name L.  S .  C a l f e e  a n d  Company (Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ) .  L .  S .  C a l f e e  m a r r i e d  E l l a  
M a r t i n ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  C o l o n e l  R o b e r t  D .  M a r t i n  ( S m i t h ,  p .  5 0 3 ) .  To t h e  
e a s t  o f  t h i s  s t o r e  on  Commerce S t r e e t  was t h e  Gemmell a n d  S e a g l e  
F u r n i t u r e  S t o r e  (Whitman,  p .  2 0 ) .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  moving o f  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e ,  R .  D .  M a r t i n  a n d  D .  T. M a r t i n  
s o l d  t h e i r  two  f a r m s ,  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t o  a  
n o r t h e r n  g r o u p  i n c l u d i n g ,  p r e s u m a b l y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  c h a r t e r  members o f  t h e  
P u l a s k i  Land a n d  Improvement  Company. The o p e n i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  r e q u i r e d  t h e  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  a n d  c h a n n e l i z a t i o n  
o f  P e a k  C r e e k ,  a  t a s k  u n d e r t a k e n  by  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  l a n d  company.  
A f t e r  t h e  w a l l s  w e r e  b u i l t  a n d  t h e  l a n d f i l l i n g  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e  R a n d o l p h  
S t r e e t  B r i d g e  was  c o n s t r u c t e d .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  b r i d g e  t o  s p a n  t h e  
c r e e k  i n t o  t h e  town l imits a n d  was  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  town e x p a n s i o n  o n  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k s .  The b r i d g e  washed away i n  1 8 9 3  a n d  was 

- r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  i r o n  b r i d g e  (Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ;  L e t t e r  f r o m  R .  M .  

C I C a l f e e ,  3  A u g u s t  1 9 6 6 ) .  

Most  o f  P u l a s k i ' s  h i s t o r i c  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  a n d  a r e  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  downtown c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  b u t  i s o l a t e d  e x a m p l e  e x i s t s  i n  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town.  Examples  w e r e  f o u n d  o n  P i e r c e  Avenue,  
J e f f e r s o n  Avenue,  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town.  F i v e  e x a m p l e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  P u l a s k i  S o u t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  
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t h e  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  
Dora  Highway ( 1 2 5 - 0 - 3 0 5 )  w h i c h  i s  r e l a t e d  i n  l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  downtown 
area .  F o u r t e e n  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  t h r e e  
d i s t r i c t s ,  m o s t  one-  o r  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e - f r o n t e d  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g s .  

Banks  

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  o n l y  t h r e e  b a n k i n g  
h o u s e s  w e r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  P u l a s k i  Coun ty :  t h e  Bank o f  P u l a s k i  C o u n t y  a t  
D u b l i n  c h a r t e r e d  i n  May 1900  ( C h a r t e r  Book 1, p .  2 5 8 - 2 5 9 ) ,  a n d  two o t h e r s  
i n  P u l a s k i .  Of t h e s e ,  t h e  P u l a s k i  Loan a n d  T r u s t  Company h a d  o p e n e d  on 
V a l l e y  S t r e e t  i n  18'87 a n d  merged w i t h  P u l a s k i  N a t i o n a l  Bank i n  1 8 8 9 .  
T h i s  bank  was f i r s t  l o c a t e d  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  Main 
S t r e e t ,  t h e n  a t  a s i t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  e a s t  o f  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  o n  Main S t r e e t ,  
t h e n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  C r o w e l l  b u i l d i n g  west o f  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e ,  a n d  t h e n  
moved b a c k  t o  i t s  f i r s t  l o c a t i o n .  I n  1 9 1 8 ,  t h e  b a n k i n g  h o u s e  moved i n t o  
a t h r e e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  on W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  Main S t r e e t  w h e r e  it 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p e r a t e  as  t h e  S o v r a n  Bank ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 3 5 ,  3 7 2 ;  Whitman,  p .  
2 0 ) .  

The  s e c o n d  P u l a s k i  b a n k i n g  h o u s e ,  t h e  P e o p l e s  Bank o f  P u l a s k i ,  b e g a n  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  1902  ( C h a r t e r  Book 2 ,  p .  1, 7 2 )  i n  t h e  o l d  P u l a s k i  Land a n d  

, Improvement  Company b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  APCO. From h e r e  it [:I moved t o  t h e  D a l t o n  B u i l d i n g  u n t i l  1950  when i t  moved i n t o  t h e  P u l a s k i  
H o t e l  a t  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  Main S t r e e t .  The 
b a n k ,  now S i g n e t  Bank,  l a t e r  d e m o l i s h e d  t h e  h o t e l  a n d  b u i l t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
b u i l d i n g  on t h e  same s i t e  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 7 2 ) .  

No r e l e v a n t  s i t e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d .  

Newspaper  

I n  1 8 7 2 ,  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  f i r s t  n e w s p a p e r ,  The V i r q i n i a  P e o p l e ,  was 
p r i n t e d  i n  S n o w v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a .  The p a p e r  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by C h a r l e s  A .  
Heermans  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  I n  1874  t h e  p r i n t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  was moved t o  
Newbern a n d  t h e  p a p e r  was p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  P u l a s k i  P e o p l e  a n d  
l a t e r  c h a n g e d  t o  The P e o p l e  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 0 4 ) .  

I n  1 8 8 6 ,  p u b l i c a t i o n  b e g a n  on t h e  town o f  P u l a s k i ' s  f i r s t  p a p e r ,  t h e  
P u l . a s k i  News, o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  S .  B .  S t e g e r  B u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  T h i r d  S t r e e t  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r a i . l r o a d .  The S t e g e r  B u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  of  t h e  F i r s t  F e d e r a l  
S a v i n g s  a n d  Loan A s s o c i a t i o n  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 3 6 ;  L e w i s  S m i t h ,  1 9 3 9 ) .  

I n  A u g u s t  o f  1 8 8 9 ,  L e w i s  S m i t h  became a n  a p p r e n t i c e  w i t h  t h e  P u l a s k i  
N e w s .  A t  t h e  time it was a  w e e k l y  p a p e r  e d i t e d  b y  A .  A .  C h r i s t i a n .  I t  
was C h r i s t i a n  who h a d  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  moved t o  t h e  o n e - s t o r y  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  

. on L e e  S t r e e t  j u s t  o f f  Commerce, a n d  who o r g a n i z e d  a  s t o c k  company t o  
: b e g i n  p u b l i s h i n g  a n  a f t e r n o o n  e d i t i o n  d a i l y .  The s e c o n d  p a p e r  was (- d i s c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  f i v e  months  as  it h a d  n o t  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a v e r y  

p r o f i t a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t  ( L e w i s  S m i t h ,  1 9 3 9 ) .  

No r e l e v a n t  s i t e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d .  
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O p e r a  House 

The " O p e r a  House" ,  b u i l t  by  a  company o r g a n i z e d  i n  1889  ( C h a r t e r  
Book 1, p .  6 3 ) ,  was p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  P u l a s k i .  Lumber Company o f  1890 ( C h a r t e r  Book 1, p .  8 4 - 8 8 )  on  
F i r s t  S t r e e t  N o r t h  a n d  R a n d o l p h  Avenue (Whi tman,  p .  2 0 ) .  The O p e r a  House  
was  a  m o d e s t  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  s e r v e d  t r a v e l i n g  s t o c k  c o m p a n i e s ,  home 
t a l e n t  g r o u p s ,  p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g s ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  u n t i l  t h e  t u r n  
o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  ( S m i t h ,  p .  3 3 6 ) .  

The O p e r a  House Company t h e n  f i n a n c e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
Garmorhun t  B u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Main S t r e e t  a n d  Madison  Avenue t o  
s e r v e  a s  t h e  new O p e r a  House .  I t  was b u i l t  b y  R o b e r t  L. G a r d n e r ,  R .  R .  
Moore ,  a n d  A .  B. Hunt  (Gar - mor - h u n t )  f o r  t h e  sum o f  t w e n t y  t h o u s a n d  
d o l l a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  it was d e s t r o y e d  by a  f i r e  o f  unknown o r i g i n  o n  9  
December 1 9 0 9 .  By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  l o c a l  l o d g e  o f  t h e  
B e n e v o l e n t  a n d  P r o t e c t i v e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  E l k s  b e g a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  E l k s  B u i l d i n g  on Main S t r e e t  which  h o u s e d  t h e  E l k ' s  T h e a t e r  a n d  
O p e r a  House ( S m i t h ,  p .  336 ;  Swaim, 1 9 1 1 ) .  I t  i s  now o p e r a t i n g  a s  t h e  
P u l a s k i  Movie T h e a t e r  a n d  h a s  a  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  f o u r t y -  
f i v e .  

,"- 

C I The o t h e r  t h e a t e r  i n  town was i n  t h e  D a l t o n  B u i l d i n g  o n  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  P e a k  C r e e k .  B u i l t  i n  1 9 2 1  by S e x t o n  D a l t o n ,  
it was a  Beaux A r t  f o u r - s t o r y  t h e a t e r  t h a t  became a  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  
Landmark i n  1977  a n d  a  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  b u i l d i n g  i n  1 9 7 8  ( S h a d r o u i ,  
1 9 8 2 ) .  The t h e a t e r  was t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  c o l l a p s e d  i n t o  
t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  i n  J u n e  1 9 8 2 .  The f r o n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
h o u s e  s e v e r a l  a p a r t m e n t s  a n d  o f f i c e s  ( S h a d r o u i ,  1 9 8 2 ) .  

H o t e l s  

N i n e  h o t e l s  were  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  1881. M a r t i n ' s  S t a t i o n ' s  
f i r s t  h o t e l ,  t h e  Maple S h a d e  I n n ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 8 4 .  The V i r g i n i a  
Company, a  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  N o r f o l k  a n d  W e s t e r n  R a i l w a y s ,  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  l a s t  
p h a s e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  p o p u l a r  Queen Anne summer r e s o r t  i n  1890  
( S m i t h ,  p .  306 ,  3 3 6 ;  Whitman, p .  1 7 ,  23 ,  5 2 ) .  Under  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  
N o r f o l k  a n d  W e s t e r n ,  t h e  f i r s t  manager  was W .  H .  Hayes  (Whi tman,  p .  5 3 ) .  
I n  March 1 9 1 5 ,  t h e  I n n  was s o l d  b y  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  a s  a  p r i v a t e  
company u n t i l  1 9 5 5  ( C h a r t e r  Book 2 ,  p .  266;  C e r t i f i c a t e  a s  t o  
D i s s o l u t i o n ) .  

The f i r s t  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  I n n  was d i s p l a y e d  i n  a  N o r f o l k  a n d  
W e s t e r n  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  "The N e w  R i v e r - - C r i p p l e  C r e e k  M i n e r a l  R e g i o n , "  a n d  
was d e s c r i b e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

" A t  P u l a s k i  C i t y  t h e  r a i l r o a d  h a s  b u i l t  o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  
h o t e l s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a f t e r  t h e  same g e n e r a l  s t y l e  o f  H o t e l  
Roanoke a n d  u n d e r  t h e  management o f  t h e  company,  t h e  g u e s t  
o f  t h e  d a y  o r  month a t  Maple  S h a d e  I n n  i s  a s s u r e d  o f  
p l e a s a n t  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  t h e  b e s t  o f  s e r v i c e .  The h o t e l  i s  
f i n e l y  s i t u a t e d  a b o u t  300 y a r d s  f rom t h e  d e p o t ,  h a s  
b e a u t i f u l  g r o u n d s  h a n d s o m e l y  l a i d  o u t  a n d  w i l l  accommodate 
75  g u e s t s  a n d  i s  o p e n  a l l  t h e  y e a r . "  

.-. 7-- F 



(Whitman, p .  52 - 5 3 )  

A s  t h e  a r t i c l e  s t a t e s ,  t h e  I n n  i n i t i a l l y  accommodated s e v e n t y - f i v e  
g u e s t s .  By 1903 ,  t h e  H o t e l  c a p a c i t y  had d o u b l e d .  I n  1890 ,  r a t e  l i s t i n g s  
f o r  o t h e r  a r e a  h o t e l s  r a n g e d  be tween  f i v e  and  e i g h t  d o l l a r s ,  b u t  t h e r e  
was no l i s t i n g  f o r  t h e  I n n .  By 1903 ,  o t h e r  r e s o r t s  were  l i s t e d  a t  $ 1 . 5 0  
t o  $2 .00  a d a y  w h i l e  t h e  I n n ' s  a v e r a g e  b o a r d  f a r e d  a t  $ 2 . 5 0  a  d a y ,  $10 a  
week,  and  $35 a  month making it t h e  mos t  e x p e n s i v e  h o t e l  i n  P u l a s k i  
Coun ty .  The h o t e l  was d e m o l i s h e d  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  and  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  
p r e s e n t  d a y  s h o p p i n g  m a l l  (Whitman, p .  5 3 ) .  

H o t e l  P u l a s k i ,  b u i l t  i n  1891  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Wash ing ton  and  Main,  
was t h e  f i r s t  h o t e l  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Peak  C r e e k .  I t  h a s  been  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  M r .  D .  M .  S m i t h  knew what  h i s  f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r  wanted  
and  s p a r e d  no p a i n s  t o  p l e a s e  h i s  g u e s t s  ( S o u t h w e s t  T imes ,  27 F e b r u a r y  
1 9 6 6 ,  18D) .  The h o t e l  s t o o d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  t h e  S i g n e t  Bank.  
( S m i t h ,  p .  3 3 6 ) .  

No h o t e l s  were  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town,  a l t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
t h e  P u l a s k i  S o u t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  and  I n d u s t r i a l  D i s t r i c t  a r e  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  
g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  Maple Shade  I n n ,  s o u t h  o f  Commerce S t r e e t  be tween  

\, Wash ing ton  and  J e f f e r s o n  Avenues .  



DOMESTIC 

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  m i n i n g ,  and m e t a l l u r g i c a l  i n d u s t r i e s  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o f  h o u s e s  f o r  many i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s  a n d  t e n a n t  o r  s m a l l  
f a r m e r s .  Many o f  t h e s e  h o u s e s  f i t  w i t h i n  t y p e s  r e c o g n i z e d  by 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n s .  I n  P u l a s k i  t h e  homes o f  w o r k e r s  a r e  f o u n d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town,  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h i n  t h e  P u l a s k i  S o u t h  
R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  Most  h o u s i n g  i n  P u l a s k i  
d a t e s  f rom t h i s  p e r i o d .  House t y p e s  r e c o g n i z e d  i n c l u d e  t h e  one-  a n d  two- 
s t o r y  c e n t e r - p a s s a g e - p l a n  d w e l l i n g ,  i n  which a  c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e ,  u s u a l l y  
c o n t a i n i n g  a  s t a i r  i n  t w o - s t o r y  e x a m p l e s ,  s e p a r a t e s  two f l a n k i n g  rooms.  
F o r t y - o n e  e x a m p l e s  were  r e c o g n i z e d  o u t  o f  221 d w e l l i n g s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
d i s t r i c t ,  o r  o v e r  1 2 % ,  w h i l e  t h i r t y  were  s u r v e y e d  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  town 
o u t s i d e  t h e  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s ,  o u t  o f  106 d w e l l i n g s  s u r v e y e d .  U s i n g  a  
t y p o l o g y  o r i g i n a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  by  C a m i l l e  W e l l s  ( s e e  Append ix  I )  f i f t y  s i x  
e x a m p l e s  o r  10% were  t y p e d  o u t  o f  a  t o t a l  o f  537 s i t e s  e x a m i n e d .  A 
v a r i a n t  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  c e n t e r - p a s s a g e p l a n  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  was t h e  T - p l a n  d w e l l i n g .  I n  t h i s  h o u s e ,  p o p u l a r  i n  b o t h  one-  a n d  
two- s t o r y  e x a m p l e s  i n  P u l a s k i ,  one  o f  t h e  two rooms f l a n k i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  
p a s s a g e  seems  t o  h a v e  b e e n  p u s h e d  f o r w a r d  and a  s e c o n d  room added  b e h i n d ,  
s o  t h a t  t h r e e  rooms a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  f rom t h e  p a s s a g e  ( s o m e t i m e s  t h e  
p a s s a g e  i s  o m i t t e d )  and t h e  h o u s e  p l a n  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  l e t t e r  " T " .  T h i s  
was a p p a r e n t l y  done t o  i n c r e a s e  p r i v a c y  and  t o  g i v e  a  more p i c t u r e s q u e ,  
v a r i e d  s h a p e  t o  w h a t  was a  t r a d i t i o n a l  fo rm.  S e v e n t y - t h r e e  e x a m p l e s  were  
s u r v e y e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  22% o f  t h e  t o t a l  o f  d w e l l i n g s ,  w h i l e  t w e n t y -  
s e v e n  w e r e  s u r v e y e d  i n  t h e  town o u t s i d e  t h e  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s ,  o r  2 0 % .  
T h i r t y  s u c h  s i t e s  were  t y p e d  i n  t h e  town,  a m o u n t i n g  t o  6 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
d w e l l i n g s .  

Whi le  c e n t e r - p a s s a g e - p l a n  and  T - p l a n  d w e l l i n g s  were  employed i n  a  
r a n g e  o f  s i z e s  a n d  s c a l e s  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  a f f l u e n c e  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a t  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  a n d  were  u s e d  f o r  s m a l l  w o r k e r  h o u s e s  a n d  
t h e  homes o f  m i d d l e  management and  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  town,  t h e  f o r m  o f  
b u i . l d i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  mos t  c l e a r l y  w i t h  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  i s  t h e  two-room o r  
d o u b l e - c e l l  d w e l l i n g .  T h i s  mos t  u s u a l l y  o n e - s t o r y  d w e l l i n g  i s  d i v i d e d  
i n t o  t o  e q u a l - s i z e d  rooms e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  o n e  o r  two d o o r s  on t h e  f r o n t .  
L i k e  t h e  c e n t e r - p a s s a g e -  a n d  T - p l a n  f o r m s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  d w e l l i n g  
i s  o f t e n  f o u n d  i n  d o u b l e - p i l e  o r  two-rooms-deep a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  y i e l d i n g ,  
i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  f o u r  rooms o f  e q u a l  s i z e  a r r a n g e d  i n  a  s q u a r e .  F o r t y - e i g h t  
e x a m p l e s  were  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  o r  1 5 % .  More t h a n  h a l f  o f  them 
were  o f  t h e  d o u b l e  p i l e  f o r m ,  o f t e n  d a t i n g  f rom t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  Twelve  were  s u r v e y e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  o r  9 % ,  
on l ,y  two of  which  were  d o u b l e - p i l e .  345 ,  o r  o n e  h u n d r e d  e i g h t y - s e v e n  o f  
t h e  t y p e d  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  Town w e r e  o f  t h e  d o u b l e - c e l l  f o r m .  

T h e r e  were  a  f ew n o t a b l e  e x a m p l e s  o f  g r a n d  Q u e e n  Anne d w e l l i n g s ,  
n o t a b l y  125-8-18 ,  t h e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B e r t h a  Z i n c  a n d  
M i n e r a l  Company, 125-8-212 ;  a  b r i c k  d w e l l i n g  o f  e l e g a n t  d e t a i l i n g ,  and  
h o u s e s  l i k e  125-8-124,  e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  h o u s e s  o f  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  
f o r m .  Most  d w e l l i n g s ,  however ,  were  s i m p l e  v e r n a c u l a r  d w e l l i n g s  b u i l t  o f  
f r a m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A few,  s u c h  a s  t h e  T - p l a n  d w e l l i n g  a t  125-8-215 ,  a r e  
s m a l l  h o u s e s  o f  v e r n a c u l a r  p l a n ,  b u t  e l a b o r a t e  i n  d e t a i l i n g  and  u n u s u a l  
i n  t h e i r  b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l .  



I n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  r e s p o n d e d  t o  
c l a s s i c a l  f o r m s  which were  p o p u l a r i z e d  a s  t h e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e .  
Few e a r l y  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  i n  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  town o u t s i d e  
t h e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  were  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h i s  s t y l e  b e f o r e  a b o u t  
1 9 3 0 ,  when h o u s e s  s u c h  as  t h a t  a t  125-8-75 were  b u i l t .  A few T u d o r  
R e v i v a l  d w e l l i n g s  were  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  h o u s e  125-8-  
1 6 2 .  

The m o s t  p o p u l a r  t y p e  o f  d w e l l i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  among t h o s e  
s u r v e y e d  i n  t h e  town was i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  p o p u l a r  A r t s  a n d  C r a f t s  
movement. N i n e t y - t h r e e  d w e l l i n g s ,  o r  28% o f  t h e  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  
two h u n d r e d  f i f t y - e i g h t ,  o r  48% o f  t h e  h o u s e s  t y p e d  i n  t h e  town,  a n d  
f i f t e e n  o r  11% o f  t h e  h o u s e s  s u r v e y e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  
p a r t  o f  t h i s  g r o u p ,  known a s  Bungalows.  T h e s e  o n e - a n d - o n e - h a l f  s t o r y  
h o u s e s  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k ,  f r a m e ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  o f  c o n c r e t e  b l o c k ,  a n d  
t h e i r  r a r e r  t w o - s t o r y  F o u r s q u a r e  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  u s u a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
a s s y m m e t r i c a l  p l a n s  a n d  d e e p  g a b l e  r o o f s  w i t h  c e n t r a l  d o r m e r s .  



NATIONAL RESISTER AND SURVEY RECOMMENDATION, THREATS, 
AND RESOURCES 

SURVEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

The survey of Pulaski is complete throughout the twon (outside the 
districts) at the same level of intensity. While the brief survey form 
was used, information for major buildings is complete. More survey could 
concentrate on greater detail and on more post-1940 buildings. 

NATIONAL REGISTER RECOMMENDATION 

The recommended Pulaski South Residential and Industrial Historic 
District, prepared under this contract is the only remaining National 
Register District identified in the survey. The only individual site 
recommended for listing is the unusual and ornate brick electric 
substation on the south side of Main Street east of downtown (125-131). 

THREATS 

There are a few serious threats to the historic resources of the 
town, notably neglect and deterioration at many sites. Development is 
not., for the most part, a threat at this time, except along the major 
thoroughfares. The recommended historic district is generally well- 
maintained. 

RESOURCES 

Preservation resources in Pulaski include the Pulaski Beautification 
Committee, the Pulaski Architectural Review Board (active only in the 
Commercial District at this time), the staff of the Pulaski Downtown 
Inc., (The Main Street program) and the New River Valley Preservation 
League, which has Pulaski town and county representatives. Many 
individuals were of help, particularly Miss Elizabeth Bonham and Mr. 
Conway Smith. 
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FORMING A TYPOLOGY FOR AN HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY 

An h i s t o r i c  bu i ld ings  survey should involve the ca re fu l  recording o f  a broad 
range o f  s t ruc tures.  Unl ike  the t raversa l ,  which provides on ly  f l imsy j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

h,.$-$ - ' r s.T 
f o r  the recogni t ion and preservation o f  a few super la t i ve  bu i ld ings,  the i n tens i ve  

, a r c h i t e c t u r a l  study includes deta i led informat ion about a va r i e t y  o f  bu i l d i ngs  and 
many aspects of  a  c u l t u r a l  landscape. This k i nd  o f  survey i s  a  necessary bas is  f o r  
both scho lar ly  ana lys is  and informed preservat ion e f f o r t s .  

A c l ea r  problem w i t h  the intensive survey i s  that  I t  requires considerably more 
, t ime and money than the "windshield survey" tha t  was f i r s t  recmended t o  s t a t e  pre- C ' servat  ion o f f i ces  some ten years ago. Therefore, p rac t i ca l  const ra in ts  usual l y  force 

the surveyor t o  make value judgments about which bu i ld ings  should be studied, and 
how much time should be devoted t o  each subject .  One response t o  t h i s  problem has 
been the dec is ion t o  record less s i g n i f i c a n t  bu i ld ings  i n  groups. An e f f e c t i v e  group 
survey technique i s  t o  es tab l ish  a  typology for the recording o f  s t ruc tu res  w i t h  
r e l a t e d  cha rsc te r l s t i c s .  

I n  Kentucky, successful use has been made o f  a  typology f o r  the l a t e  19th- and 
e a r l y  20th-century dwe l l i ng  forms t ha t  were b u i l t  w l t h  great  frequency i n  the r u r a l  
p a r t s  o f  the s ta te .  Because of t h e i r  numbers, recent const ruct ion dates, and 
p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  form, these houses are not  usua l l y  accorded i nd i v i dua l  study. 
The i r  very profusion and uni formity,  hawever, makes them a  s i gn i f i can t  demographic 
feature.  The typology al lows the surveyor t o  qu ick ly  record the locat ions and 
fundamental features o f  these turn-of- the-century bu i ld ings .  A code t ha t  sumnarizes 
these major cha rac te r i s t i c s  i s  then used t o  i d e n t i f y  each house on the survey maps. 

The spa t i a l  frame o f  t h i s  typology i s  always the cdunty t o  be surveyed. The - 
temporal frame i s  a  per iod  o f  f o r t y  years betweCn about 1880 and 1920, dur ing  which - 
there was a  d i sce rn ib l e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  these dwel l ing 'forms. Any o l de r  o r  more 
recen t l y  constructed houses must be t r ea ted  separately, even though they e x h i b i t  
the a ~ ~ r o ~ r i a t e  formal a t t r i bu tes .  

only' bui l d ings  constructed as dwel l  ings o f  1 i gh t  -- sawn wood are recorded w i t h i n  
the parameters o f  t h i s  typology. The f a b r i c  requi rement includes those houses corn- 
posed o f  wood frame and weath;rboarding, ve r t i ca l -board  boxing and weatherboarding, 
o r  board and batten. Recent app l ica t ion o f  such sheathings as asphalt paper o r  



rsues~trs rt~ttlgleO o r e  lyllur'co I V  Qatab l t  Yratures assured the proper per iod o f  con- 
s t ruc t ion .  

Among dwell  lngs w i t h  the Proper formal character fs t lcs ,  a fabr i c  o f  b r i ck ,  s tme ,  
o r  hewn logs general i y  Indicates an e a r l i e r  construct ion date, and these bu l ld lngs  
a re  excluded f r a  the typology on temporal grounds. A few bu i ld ings a re  always lden- 
t i  f led,  however, tha t  f i t  a11 the requl r u n n t s  of the typology except tha t  o f  ram-wood (1:) fabr ic .  Vh l le  I t  I s  not general ly  acceptable t o  catagor i re  bu i l d i ng  types on the 
bas is  o f  material, i t  has been a useful l i m i t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  case. Typcable forms b u i l t  
of masonry o r  hewn logs usual ly  exh ib i t  d is t lngu lsh ing ~ h a r a c t e r l ~ t i c s  tha t  suggest a 
different orientation o r  In ten t ion  on the par t  o f  the bu i lde r .  Such houses warrant 
lnd iv ldua i  study. 

Wfthln t h i s  framework, c l a s s i f i c a t l o n  I s  made by p lan:  

: I. Double-Cell II. Double-Cell w i t h  Passage I l l .  7-Plan I V .  T-Plan w l t h  Passage 

Both the double-cel l  o r  two-room plans; one o f  which has an in tervenlng circulation 
space, have c lear  connections w i t h  the t r a d i t i o n a l  domestic a rch i tec tu re  o f  ear l y  
19th-century Kentucky. The T-plan, which was b u i l t  both w i t h  and wi thout  a passage, 
o r l g l na ted  w i t h  the 19th-century picturesque movement. Var la t ions o f  the form appear 
I n  numerous popular pub1 I c a t i m s .  The r u r a i  Kentucky version can be sens ib ly  i n t e r -  
pre ted as the r e s u l t  o f  a jogging forward of  one of the two t r a d i  t i o n a l  f r o n t  rooms. 
I n  t h i s  way, an otherwfse s y m t r i c a l ,  unbroken facade I s  glven a rambling, picturesque 
q u a l l t y  wi thout major d is rup t ion  o f  establ lshed room arrangements. 

Variations I n  the typology are based on: 

S to r les  Depth Fenestrat ion Roof - 
1. one S. s ing le  p i l e  2. two bays G. gable 
2. two D. double p l l e  3. three bays P. pyramidal 

4. four bays H. hipped 
5.  f i v e  bays 

t'"-' \,'> 

\.- The attached dlagram shows plans and diagnostic features tha t  can be i d e n t i f i e d  
and recorded on the survey maps. For example, a one-story gable-roofed 7-plan w i t h  a 
s i n g l e  f i l e  of rooms and a c l r c u l a t l o n  passage would be marked on the map as: I V I S C .  
An add i t iona l  designation f o r  the number o f  bays i s  necessary f o r  the f l u s h  facades 
o f  the double-ce l l and central-passage forms. For example, a two-story, f ive-bay , 

, s ing le-p l  l e  cen t ra l  -passage-plan dwel l lng  (comnonly ca l  led an I -house) would be 
recorded as 112556. While the use o f  four o r  f i v e  symbols t o  i d e n t i f y  a p l a l n  house 
may seem excessively complex, I t  i s  an important par t  o f  responsibly recording these 
usua l l y  overlooked bui ld ings.  The separate designations both emphasize important 
va r i a t i ons  i n  d e t a i l ,  and l d e n t i f y  formal pat terns among seemlngly unre la ted dwel l ing 
types. 

Though t h i s  typology includes 120 posslble combinations o f  features, on ly  a l im i t ed  
range were ever b u i l t  w i t h  any frequency. i n  addi t ion,  c e r t a i n  cha rac te r i s t i c s ,  such as 
the  hipped roo f  (H) and the double-pile p lan (D) are c lose ly ,  though no t  i nev i t ab l y  
l inked.  As rnlght be expected, d i f f e r e n t  cmbinat lons o f  features were favored I n  
d i f f e r e n t  par ts  o f  Kentucky. Some var ia t ions,  such as the overwhelming predominance 
o f  three-bay double-cel l  houses ( 1  153G) I n  Fleming County and four-bay verslons ( 1  1546) 
I n - C l a r k  County, seem t o  be the resu l t  o f  loca l  select ion.  Other d i f ferences can be 

- 

l i n k e d  t o  soc ia l ,  economic, or geographic factors.  The one-story double-ce l l  form, 
f o r  example, has been associated w l t h  tenant farming I n  Kentucky and i n  accordance 
w i t h  t h i s  funct ion,  i s  usual ly inconspicuously s l t ed  I n  low areas, scat tered f a i r l y  
evenly across the county. I n  keeping w l t h  the popular, publ ished o r l g f n  o f  the type, 
the T-plan usual ly  shows up i n  groups a t  stringtowns, small service comnunities tha t  

.- " s t r i n g  out" along sections o f  country roads, and a t  r u r a l  r a l l r o a d  crossings, 

j This ru ra l  house typology has worked we l l  I n  Kentucky because o f  the h igh  ra te  o f  
(- p r e d i c t a b i i  i t y  among the subjects. A word should be said about the reasons f o r  t h i s  

cohesion. A l l  o f  these unpretentious houses were b u l l  t i n  a per iod o f  ~ e n t u c k y ' s  h i s to r y  
t ha t  was characterized by econmlc stagnation )n the r u r a l  areas. H e *  dwel l ings Were 



but 1 t e l  ther by landowners retrenching t o  more modest farming operatlons, or  as housing 
for  the g r w i n g  number o f  tenant farmers. Simultaneously, the predominance o f  l i g h t  

- .  m d  cons t ruc t im  came about as a resu l t  of the availability by r a i l  o f  cheap m i l l e d  
lumber from regional urban centers, and the deplet lo" o f  Krntuckyfs abundant timber 

. whlch had formerly sustained local  t rad i t i ons  of h w - l o g  and h e a v y - f r x c o n s t r u c t l o n .  
Accompanl ed by a descr l p t  ive, explanatory essay and photographs o f  representat 1 ve 

examples, the typology can expand the number of bul ld ings f o r  which the surveyor has 
some record. I n  Oavless County, Kentucky, 300 bul ld lngs and structures were lnd lv idua l l y  
studied, and some 1100 addi t ional  bul ld lngs were coded on the maps according t o  t h i s  
typology. Because o f  a r e l a t i v e l y  confining survey budget, these dwell ings m u l d  not 
otherwise have received a t ten t  Ion, except as amrphous, unmapped groups descrl  bed i n  
scam f i n a l  report  o f  the county survey. 

The use o f  a typology has obvious mer i t  fo r  numerous contexts I n  which 1;rge 
numbers o f  bu i ld ings have a r e l a t i v e l y  law variance I n  form and d e t a i l .  The typology 
might be appl icable t o  the treatment o f  urban dpeculator housing o r  i ndus t r i a l  worker 
comnunities. Another use could be i n  the recording o f  special ized bu i l d ing  forms such 
as tobacco barns o r  detached root  ce l l a rs .  I t  should be emphasized that  the typology, 
l i k e  any system of  catagorizat lon, I s  a framework tha t  the surveyor i s  imposing on 
the subject a t  hand. For tha t  reason, great care must accompany the select ion o f  
appropriate c r i  t e r la .  -In order t o  Insure that  no important var ia t ions  are ignored, 
i t  I s  necessary t o  precede the formulation o f  a typology w i t h  a perlod o f  f i e l d  work 
during which the potent la l  subject buildings are i n d i v i d u a l l y  recorded. Properly 
used, however, the typology can be more that  a necessary e v i l  resu l t i ng  from the 
surveyor's l i m i t e d  resources. It can emphasize r e l a t i m s h l p s  among forms, de ta i l s ,  
functions, and locat ions that  are necessary to understanding archi tecture.  

--Camille Wells 
Kentucky Heritage Comnission 


